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ANNUAL STATEMENT 


OF THE 


TRADE AND COMMERCE OF BUFFALO, 


FOR THE YEAR 1854, 


The close of the year again brings us to 
our labor of retrospective examination, and 
we now present our annual detailed ac- 
count of the business, increase, resources 
and prospects of this great Commercial Cen- 
tre, It is not without an emotion of pride 
and gratification that we look about us, and 
discern on every hand the evidences of a 
vigorous and healthy growth. The little 
hamlet of forty years ago has thriven be- 
yond all precedent, even in this land of 
proverbially rapid advancement, and where 
then a heap of ashes marked the ruthless 
destruction of a pitiless enemy, there now 
swarm and cluster the elements of a great 
town, every year of whose existence adds 
permanent strength and enhanced vigor to 
its already masculine development. From 
the long line of docks, at which repose the 
numerous craft that give to us our Com- 
mercial superiority, stretch far away the 
broad avenues of trade, the thoroughfares 
of travel, and the arteries of a never-ceas- 
ing tide of business intercourse. Along 
wharf and street, for miles on miles, arise 
the substantial and costly edifices that 
constitute the depots and storehouses of 
that immense traffic here annually carried on 
and in every quarter of the great city is 
heard the sound of Labor adding by its in- 
dustrious efforts to the general prosperity. 
Here are the termini of several of those 











great iron ways whose arms, stretching for 
hundreds of miles abroad, bring to our gar- 
ners the varied products of a territory great- 
er than the entire continent of Europe.—- 
The Erie Canal—greatest of internal im- 
provements—here claims from us the accu- 
mulations of the western world, borne across 
the wide region of these inland seas, where, 
within the memory of living men, only the 
bark canoe of some lone Indian traced its 
course, but where now the white sails of 
hundreds of craft dot the blue expanse, or 
the giant steam vessels of an advanced civ- 
ilization plough their seemingly resistless 
way, the agents of a thrift and progress un- 
known to previous history. 

On the first of January, 1854, the city of 
Buffalo was enlarged, by the annexation of 
a considerable territory formerly within the 
limits of Black Rock, and now contains 
over 80,000 inhabitants. During the sum- 
mer of ’53, and prior to the admission of the 
town of Black Rock, the equalizing commit- 
tee of the Board of Supervisors, with a view 
of ascertaining the value of the real and 
personal estate belonging to the territory to 
be admitted, prepared tables on which to 
base the amount of taxes to be levied for 
the year 1854. From these tables we 
gather the following facts relative to the 
new city, ‘its extent and valuation. The 
number of acres admitted within the city 
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limits by the annexation of Black Rock, is 
28,710. The number of acres within the 
old city limits was not far from 1,800. The 
assessors’ valuation of real estate in the en- 
larged city was $20,063,045, of which 
Black Rock furnished $3,362,105. The 
valuation of this property as equalized by 
the committee was set down at $24,681,- 
497, of which Black Rock had $3,205,912. 
The value of the personal estate was esti- 
mated at $2,774,255, of which Black Rock 
had $75,000. The total amount of real and 
personal estate as equalized was fixed at 
$27,455,752, of which Black Rock was rat- 
ed $3,281,512. 

The same committee of the Board, in re- 
vising the tables for 1855, exhibit the fol- 
lowing statement, which shows a steady in- 
crease in the value of the real and personal 
estate of our city: 

















Rea Es- | 
Warp. ars. ‘| As Equarisry.| Persona. 

$3,477,440) $3,894,740) $475,789 
3,075,705] 8,442,557 490,008 
‘996,978! 1,116,506 7,500 
2,015,464) 2,257,324) 115,600 
1,799,041 2,014,929) 7.000 
766 586) 858,578) 5,000 
1,217,021) 1,363,067 68,500 
8,598,828 4,036,095, 1,147,892 
8'549,080 3,974,978) 1,105,229 
2'359,710 2,642'880' 196,300 
1,504 945, 1,685,530. 372,100 
1,071,693] 1,200,299 33,200 
516,900; 578,929, kee 
$25,949,391] $28,566,412 $4,024,118 





1854 ...$28,566,412 1854 -... $4,024,118 
1858 -2- 20,063,045/1858 --—" 24,681,497|1863 ----"21774,255 
Inc. '54 $5,886,346lIne. °54 $3,884,915|Ine. *54.$1,249,803 
Total amount of Real and Personal Estate as Equal- 
ised, 1853... 27 dB, 752 
Do. for 1854--. 32,590,530 
Increase for 1854.. ~ $5,144,778 

Some idea of the increasing prosperity of 
Buffalo and its resources yet undeveloped, 
may be gathered from the above statistics, 
which are taken from the books of the 
Board of Supervisors. 

The year just passed, though it has been 
in many respects a disastrous one, has yet 
brought to us our fair share of increase and 
improvement. Though we felt, in common 
with other portions of our fair Jand, the de- 
pressing effects of that almost universal and 
Jong continued calamity which visited the 
agricultural community during the summer, 
such was our vitality, such our innate 
strength, that so far from succumbing under 
the gloomy influence, we continued on our 


1854... 25,949,391 





























course of prosperity, adding day by day to 
our permanence and solidity. A large 
amount of building was planned and execut- 
ed during the year, and the constructions 
were of a character to confer credit upon 
the planners, as well as honor upon the 
town. Within the densely populated dis- 
tricts, many extensive blocks and parts of 
blocks have been erected, which for all the 
attributes of elegance, taste and stability, 
may challenge comparison with the edifices 
of any city. In the suburbs have sprung 
up a great number. of dwellings, from 
the costly palace of the millionaire to the 
humble cottage home of the artizan, whose 
stalwart arm is daily laboring at the great 
lever of our city’s advancement. Along the 
wharfs new warehouses have grown up as 
by magic, and the shipyards have resound- 
ed to the ceaseless din of construction and 
repair. New vessels have been launched 
only to have their places upon the stocks 
again supplied by the frames of their suc- 
cessors, and every week, nearly, has seen the 
swelling canvass of some virgin craft spread 
to the breeze, her prow turned toward the 
granaries of the West. In our midst have 
been erected several of those enormous de- 
pots for Railroad purposes, whose extent and 
capacity bewilder the unaccustomed eye; 
and one of these, as yet incomplete, will ex- 
ceed in its dimensions any other in the 
state, if not in the Union. 

To our Common Schools we turn with 
pride and pleasure, under the workings of a 
plan whose scope is none too narrow to em- 
brace within the limits of its beneficence 
the humblest child, of whatever creed, or 
sect, or country, or parentage. We see daily 
evidences of the wisdom which originated, 
and the patriotism which perfected a system 
of free education, entailing blessings not ap- 
preciable by any standard of pecuniary 
scope alone, but estimable only by the 
broadest rules of political economy. With- 
in |the walls of these edifices which rear 
their fronts in every quarter of the town, are 
daily taught, by masters fully competent, an 
army of fifteon thousand children, not select- 
ed from any caste, or class, or sect, but 
drawn together from the hearth-sides of the 





People, and knowing no distinctions save 
such as their Creator has determined. To 
these institutions we look for our future 
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patriots, and to these we entrust, unhesitat- 
ingly, the inculeation in the callow minds 
of our offspring of the elements of morals 
and science which are hereafter to make 
them good citizens and useful men and wo- 
men. The public school system of Buffalo 
invites inspection and comparison, and we 
point to it with an honest and laudable 
pride. : 

The health of our City will bear com- 
parison with that of any other town. By 
reason of a superior position, a favorable 
soil and various circumstances of minor im- 
portance, we are enabled to obtain the most 
thorough sewerage, and the plan adopted 
by our authorities, while it secures to us 
all the advantages derivable from natural 
sources, embraces in the fullest extent the 
advantages following upon scientific teach- 
ings and the experience of older towns. Our 
city is perhaps as well endowed in respect 
to the benefits of thorough drainage as any 
other of its size, and we enjoy the inestima- 
ble facility of being able to carry out this 
and other works of public utility, cotempo- 
raneously with the advance in our popula- 
tion and the extension of our limits, thus 
avoiding future inconvenience and heavy ex- 
pense in undoing the labors of previous time. 

From the report of the City Surveyor for 
the year 1854, we find that the sewers al- 
ready constructed within the old city limits 
measure 29 32-100 miles, or 154,834 feet, 
which, at an average cost of 110 cents per 
lineal foot, shows that there has been ex- 
pended for sewerage alone the sum of $170,- 
31740. The total length of paved streets 
inside of the city limits equals 27 35-100 
miles cr 144,398 feet; the average width of 
paving is 42 feet, equaling 6,064,716 su- 
perficial feet, at an average cost of (includ- 
ing curbing, grading, ete.) 12 cents per su- 
perficial foot, showing that there has been 
expended for this purpose the sum of $727,- 
765 92. 

While we are felicitating ourselves upon 
the rapid advances each year makes manifest 
as our portion, we are not permitted to 
overlook the fact that our prosperity is likely 
to be materially retarded, and perhaps seri- 
ously impaired, by the want of facilities for 
the accommodation of a commerce so vastly 
and so rapidly accumulative. Thanks to the 
miserable policy of the General Government, 





which never seems to look beyond the sea- 
board for the means to strengthen our na- 
tional compact and encourage our national 
energies, we are without hope for the en- 
largement, to anything like the desired ex- 
tent, of harbor privileges, now far too cir- 
cumseribed for the wants of our commerce. 
We are now, in point of tonnage, the third 
commercial city in the Union. The amount 
of shipping and carrying trade yearly tran- 
sacted through the means of craft trad- 
ing to this port, is estimated by millions of 
dollars, and yet our harbor facilities are 
scarcely greater than when the whole trans- 
porting business was performed by half a doz- 
en schooners and a single tiny steamboat. 
The crowded condition of our docks and slips 
during the season of navigation is the source 
of frequent and serious detention as well as of 
more or less loss from collisions and inter- 
ference, and the entire public is vitally in- 
terested in the attainment of some relief from 
this pregnant source of mischief. It behooves 
us all to look for the means of improving 
this condition of things, and of enabling our 
enterprising business men to attain the full 
benefits of their energy and the enjoy- 
ment of the natural resources to which they 
are entitled. At present, the want of this 
privilege is working an evil among us, and 
the commercial advantages which we of 
right should enjoy, are snatched from our 
grasp by the citizens of places far less en- 
titled to their benefits, for the simple reason 
that we cannot employ all the superiority we 
possess. We hope that'early and vigorous 
measures will be taken to increase our harbor 
room, and to receive and retain all the com- 
merece which, from perfectly natural causes, 
will seek this outlet. 

Year after year sees brought within our 
reach some new source of commercial or 
mercantile wealth. The recent opening of 
the Buffalo, Brantford and Goderich Rail- 
road is one of these events fraught with bene- 
fits to our city. These will be more fully 
adverted to elsewhere, and it will suffice our 
present purpose to say, that by means of this 
communication, we shall have, when com- 
pleted, a direct line of traffic with Lakes Hu- 
ron andSuperior,and intermediately with one 
of the richest regions of western Canada, all 
of which must pay tribute to the great Em- 
porium of our Inland Seas. 
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General State of Trade. 


We have to. congratulate our citizens 
upon the prudence with which the vast 
business of Buffalo has been conducted du- 
ring the trying year that has just closed. 
In common with all other commercial 
towns, we have felt the severe monetary 
pressure which yet exists. But it has not 
injured us, Our merchants were prepared 
for it. Contractions of business were expe- 
rienced, but bankruptcy and ruin have not 
visited us. In the vast transactions of our 
produce market, we believe but one failure 
oceurred—of a branch of a Wisconsin house, 
which has however made arrangements to 
continue. Buffalo operators went through 
the year with their engagements fulfilled 
and in the aggregate with large profits upon 
their transactions. One Bank out of the 
very many located here, suspended in 
1854. 


There was no necessity for the event, and 
it inflicted but trifling loss and worked 
no inconvenience, for its operations were 
quite limited. When we appreciate the ex- 
ceedingly “tight” condition of the money 
market throughout the country, the general 
want of confidence, the vast number of bank- 
ruptcies and frauds in business, our city may 
justly be proud of its conditions and reputa- 
tion at the commencement of the year 1855. 
No commercial town in the United States is 
in better credit or in a healthier state— 
There were inconsiderate if not malicious 
rumors telegraphed east and west of us, of 
several suspensions during the business sea- 
son. But they had their origin in what we 
trust will be the settled practice of our pro- 
duce commission dealers, a refusal to accept 
or pay drafts drawn upon consignments 
which had not come to hand. The shame- 
ful condition of that channel of the upper | 
lake commerce, the St. Clair Flats, was re-| 





Flour. 


The flour market, during the past year: 
has presented some remarkable features, the 
most noticeable of which are the extraordi- 
narily high prices that have been maintained 
throughout the year, a material falling off 
in the receipts, and the frequent purchases 
made in our market for shipment to Ohio. 

The receipts during the past three years 
at this port by Lake, show a continued fall- 
ing off. They are as follows: 
bbls. 739,811 
bbls. 933,837 
Dbls. 1,299,513 

Here it will be seen that the decrease 
this year amounts to 244,026 bbls. This 
large falling off is to be accounted for in sev- 
eral ways. The receipts at Oswego, Cape 
Vincent, Ogdensburgh and Dunkirk, also, 
show a falling off in as great a proportion 
as at our own city. During the entire sea- 
son of 1853, commencing with the earliest 
navigation on the Canal, the transit of prop- 
erty through to tide water was tardy and 
uncertain, owing to the frequent breaks, and 
shippers who suffered from these untoward 
events hesitated, in the spring of 1854, 
about sending forward their flour by that 
route. Hence the several lines of propellers 
running from Oswego, Cape Vincent and 
Ogdensburgh to Detroit, Sandusky and 
Cleveland put forth every exertion to se- 
cure for those routes the transportation of 
large quantities of this article, and they 
were in a great measure successful. The 
decrease, however, in the receipts of 1853 
as compared with those of 1852, were 
considerably more than the decrease of 
1854, as compared with 1858. The chief 
causes which may be assigned for the de- 
crease in the receipts of the past season are, 
first: That in several sections of Ohio, 
Michigan and other western states, from 








sponsible for these accidents. The long de- 
tentions of produce and property there 
made serious confusions in the exchanges be-| 
tween the east and the west. It will per-/ 
haps be useless for us to advert to the vast| 
damage sustained by shippers and vessel | 
owners by neglect and refusal of the Gene-| 
ral Government to make the St. Clair Flats 
navigable for our commerce. We all of us! 
know it and too many of us feel it. | 


which we derive our imports, the wheat 
crop was a very light one, to which may be 
added that for some months, in consequence 
of the long continued season of dry weather, 
many of the mills were stopped for want of 
water, and others which were fortunate 
enough to have a partial supply were very 
much restricted in their operations from 
this cause. Again, the high prices which 
ruled throughout the fall and winter of 
1852 and the season of ’53, drew out a 


THE CITY OF BUFFALO. 7 





large portion of the surplus wheat, leaving 
in many parts of Ohio and Michigan scarcely 
sufficient for seed. The tide of emigra- 
tion which has been pouring into the west- 
ern states has also required a much larger 
amount for home consumption, leaving, com- 
paratively speaking, but a small quantity to 
be exported. These are some of the reasons 
which may be given for the decrease in 
Lake receipts during the past year. There 
have been brought to our city by the 


- bbls. 739,811 
--bbls. 7: 





TO ono a pin <ncnta anos: 
Buffalo & State Line R. R.. 









Giving a total receipt of 7 

The Buffalo and Brantford Railroad also 
brought to our city 32,149 barrels. The 
greater portion of this amount is included 
in the receipts by Lake, as it was transport- 
ed from the terminus of the road at Fort 
Erie to this city, by the ferry boat of the 
company. 

The completion of the Chicago and Rock 
Island Railroad has opened a new avenue 
of trade which promises to be a pretty im- 
portant one to Buffalo. During the past 
season, there have been received from Bur- 
lington and Iowa city, Iowa and St. Louis, 
Mo., for sale in our market some 40,000 bbls. 
This trade our dealers are confident will 
prove a very beneficial and lasting one to 
the city. 

Buffalo has changed very much within 
the past two years, from a mere point of 
transhipment to a flour market of vast im- 
portance. A greater extent of country with 
a large consumptive demand is every year 
base to Buffalo for their supplies than to 
any other market west of New York. Not 
only is the interior of our own state ina 
great measure dependent upon this market; 
but several of the New England states 
buy their flour here, and since the com- 
pletion of the Buffalo and New York City 
Railroad and the Buffalo and Corning 
Railroad, with its branches, the counties 
of Tioga, Susquehanna and others in Penn- 
sylvania, have, during the past season, pur- 
chased largely in our market to supply their 
home demand. 

From considerable inquiry among our 
principal flour dealers, and from a careful 
examination of their books, we are satisfied 
that of the amount, 750,535 bbs., received 
at this port during the past year, at least 








500,000 bbls. changed hands in our market. 
Let any one examine the daily marine list 
of the past season, and compare it with the 
marine list of four or five years since, and 
he will find that while in 1851 the for- 
warding houses received the largest propor- 
tion of the receipts, in 1853 nearly two- 
thirds of the consignments were to com- 
mission houses, and consequently for sale in 
this market. This change has been workin, 
gradually but steadily, and hereafter all the 
flour that may be received at this point, (and 
we are satisfied that the amount will be in- 
creased with each year,) will always find a 
ready sale, and as a general thing, pay the 
owner a quicker and a better profit than it 
would if forwarded to New York. 

Although there has been quite an active 
foreign demand for flour during the greater 
portion of the year, yet the announcement 
of the advance or decline in prices in Europe 
by each foreign arrival, produced but little 
effect on our market, for the reason that the 
home demand was fully equal, and frequent- 
ly in excess of the ‘supply. Prices were 
therefore regulated more by the state of the 
money market, the demand for home 
consumption for supplying the interior of 
our state, and the stock on the market, than 
by the tenor of the foreign or even New York 
advices, It’s a well known fact that, during 
several months, flour ruled higher in this 
market than in New York by from 25¢. to 
50c. per bbl. 

A considerable portion of the wheat re- 
ceived by two or three houses on the dock 
was ground on their own account, at Black 
Rock, and a part of the flour sold on the 
spot. 

One of the strange features of the season 
was, the purchase of several parcels of flour 
for reshipment to Mansfield and other points 
in Ohio, where the stock was exhausted and 
their mills all stopped for want of water, 

On the opening of navigation in the spring 
of 1854, the stock of flour was very light, 
and at the close of the fall, from the best 
information we could obtain, the stock could 
not have exceeded 50,000 bbls. Since the 
close of navigation, the Buffalo and Brant- 
ford and the State Line Railroads have 
brought down considerable quantities. 

In this connection we give the following 
statement as the quantity of flour manufac. 
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tured in this city by the following mills 
during the past two years: 







1853. 1854. 

‘Erie Mills. 3 68,705 bbls. 
Niagara Mills 000 & 
Frontier Mills « 
Queen City Mi “« 
Clinton Mill: “ 
Globe Mills « 





228,296 bbls. 206,708 bbis. 
The Globe Mills have been engaged most 
of the season in grinding corn, which con- 
sequently reduces the quantity of flour man- 
ufactured. ‘There are also several small 


Total, 


mills engaged in flouring for the retail trade, | 


of which we have no statistics, and we notice 
one or two more in the course of erection. 

For over two months during the past 
summer, the mills at the Rock were lying 
idle owing to the low water in the Lake and 
canal. The Frontier mills were destroyed by 
fire together with a large quantity of wheaton 
the 8d December. This calamity reduces 
the amount of flour turned out by that: mill 
by 5 or 6,000 bbls. Measures are now be- 
ing taken for rebuilding the mill, and it will 
probably be in running order again early 
next summer. A portion of the flour made 
at the Black Rock mills has been sent east 
by the Central Railroad, from the Rock, and 
about 10,000 bbls. were taken down the river 
by boats, to Tonawanda, and will not there- 
fore appear in the shipments by either 
canal or Railroad from this point. 

The table which we give below shows the 
quotations for good to choice brands of fiour. 
To these prices will be added 25c and 37} 
per bbl. for favorite and fancy brands, and 
50c and 75¢ for extra do. and a reduction 
from our figures of 50¢ and 75c per bbl. for 
upper lake brands. 

The following table will show the prices 
of good to choice brands Ohio, Michigan 
and Indiana flour, once a week, during the 
business season, in the Buffalo market, for 
the years 1853 and 1854: 





1853, 1854. 
$4124¥@4 25 $8 50 @8 62% 
418%@425 8 87K @8 62% 
425 @4 374 8 37K @8 56% 
425 @437% 850 @8 75 
4374@4 50 875 @9 00 
4124 @4 18% 8 56¥@9 00 
4 06¥@4 12% 800 @8 50 
412%@4 18% 725 @7 50 
4064%@412% 750 @7 75 
4 06¥@4 12% 725 @T 75 
425 @450 750 @7 75 
450 @462% 7 62%@7 75 
450 @4 62% 800 @8 50 
wre 4 624@475 800 @8 25 


Monrtas. 


Days. 


October. 
October... 
October. 
November 


November 








Wheat. 

The wheat trade of the past season, as 
well as the flour trade, has presented some 
marked features. As we observed in our 
last annual review. would probably be the 
case, the market for wheat opened, in the 
spring with quite an active demand, and 
prices ruled high, though lower in propor- 
tion to the quotations for flour. From this 
fact. several holders of wheat here have 
milled most of their receipts on their own 
account instead of selling the grain, and the 
operation has paid a handsome profitin many 
| instances, making the price obtained for the 
| wheat 15 to 25c per bushel more than the 
| market price for the grain. 

The high prices which prevailed during 
the fall of 1853 induced the farmers to dis- 
pose of far more than the usual proportion 
of the crop, and in many portions of Ohio 
and Michigan the country was absolutely 
drained of all that could be spared. During 
the fall and early part of the winter, the 
accumulation of wheat at points on the 
several railroads and at lake ports was very 
small, and consequently on the opening of 
navigation the shipments from ports on this 
and the other lakes, excepting from Wis- 
consin were very light. From that state 
was received the bulk of our receipts prior 
to the last harvest, the completion and 
extension of one or two railroads leading 
back from Milwaukee having brought into 
that port a large quantity of grain. 

We have no means of ascertaining cor- 
rectly what the prospects are for next spring, 
but we believe it is generally expected that 
the amount to come forward will be con- 
siderably larger than it was lastspring. It 
will be seen by reference to our table which 
follows, that the prices current on the open- 
ing of navigation, were nearly double what, 
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they were at the same period of the year 
previous. 

The amount of white and red wheat re- 
reived was very small, the bulk of the im- 
ports being Upper Lake. Both white and 
red wheat were much sought after, and not- 
withstanding the high pretensions of hold- 
ers, the offerings were immediately taken up 
and a large portion was sold to arrive. The 
sudden cold weather in December and the 
detention on the St. Clair Flats, just before 
the close of navigation, kept back a large 
quantity of wheat destined for this market. 
At. the close of navigation, from a careful 
estimate ofthe amount held here and at the 
Rock, by the principal dealers, the stock 
could not have exceeded 300,000 to 350,- 
000 bushels, and by the middle of January 
the larger portion of this amount had been 
ground up, or sent forward by railroad. 

The quantity received by lake for the 
past three years is as follows: 

- 3,510.792 
n. 5,424,043 
5,549,778 

Here we have a decrease this year 
over the last of 1,918,251 bushels.— 
The receipts of wheat at Oswego and other 
lake ports also show a large falling off from last 
year, so that it is plain that the decrease at 
this port has not been caused by this grain 
seeking any other channel to reach the sea- 
board, but that there was little to come for- 
ward Of the receipts, from two-thirds to 
three-quarters changed hands in our market. 

‘The following table will show the average prices of 
White Ohio and Michigan, Red do, and Upper Lake 
‘Wheat, once a week, during the season, in the Buffalo 
market, for the years 1853 and 1854: 





























1853. 1854. 
— oo 
9 2 pI sa | Bigs 
& 2 2) 3 ElRs 
Hoe Ft pee) et es 
11$102 | ss | 79 208 | 4/163 
18/105 | 89 | 80 212 | © |1 66 
25, 105 |*90 | 80 212%] 8 |1 6 
1 104 | 94%] 80 (213 | & /1 67 
8 104 | 94 | 80 219 | * 

5 104 | 94 | 84 208 |} 
105 | 93%) 84 200 |} 
103 | 93 | 84 [190 |; 
105 { 92 | 84 [180 |} 
105 | o£ | 86 178 | ¢ 
115 [100 | 92 [1 85 
114 [104 | 
113 1 o4 
1 12%|1 08 
109° |1 00 
109 |1 00 
110 [112 
120 135 11 80/1 66/1 65 
124 [112 [108 1130 (1 70!1 50 
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PEE 








The receipts of this staple article, during 
the past season, show an enormous increase 
over the previous year. The crops through- 
out all the corn growir ~ region of the West- 
ern states have been abundant for the past 
two years, and were it not for the low water 
in the Illinois river during a portion of the 
season, and the frequent interruption to navi- 
gation on the Miami canal,our receipts would 
have been considerably larger; and but for 
the detention of the fleet now fast in the 
ice, and laid up at way ports bound to this 
city, our footings would show an addition of 
at least 100,000 bushels. 

The receipts for the past year are as fol- 
lows: 

18% -bu, 10,109,973 
18 nt, 3,665,793 
1852. ma. 53136,746 

Showing an increase in 54, over 53, of 
6,444,180 bushels. 

At the close of navigation there were esti- 
mated to be something over 300,000 bu. in 
store in this city. Notwithstanding the very 
large receipts, prices have been well main- 
tained during the entire season, and from 
seven to eight millions bushels were sold in 
this market. This fact shows conclusively 
that Buffalo is beyond dispute the greatest 
grain market on this continent. During 
the season some twelve or fifteen cargoes 
were sold and shipped to Hamilton, Dundas, 
Toronto, Cobourg and Kingston, in Canada, 
a portion for distilling, and seven cargoes 
for shipment to England via the St. Law- 
rence river. The quality of the corn re- 
ceived has been better this year than for- 
merly, owing we presume to more care hav- 
ing been taken in harvesting it. Below, in 
connection with Oats, we give a range of 
prices for the past and previous years. 

Oats. 

The receipts of Oats as well as Corn ex- 
hibit a very large increase in favor of 1854, 
and the prices show a considerable advance 
over the previous year. 
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The receipts for the past three years are: 







bu. 2,596,231 


Or an increase in favor of last year of 2,994- 
963 bushels. Oats were in active request 
during the whole season, and all that were 
offered found a ready market. The quan- 
tity required for this market for consump- 
tion in the city and neighborhood, and for 
supplying the canal teams is quite large, and 
to meet this demand, a fair portion of the 
receipts are requisite. 
CORN AND OATS. 
The following table will show the average prices of 


Corn and Oats once a week, during the business season, 
in the Buffalo market, for the years 1853 and 1854:— 













September 
September 
October. 








23 G4o 


20/630, 





November. 39¢]70e 





Barley. 
The transactions in barley during the sea- 
son are, comparatively speaking, light, from 


the fact that, of the difforent kinds of grain, | 


the quantity raised in western states of this 
description, is not large and the receipts by 
lake are very limited. All that is offered soon 
finds purchasers in our market, and but little 
isshipped through. The barley received by 
lake has been brought down in the spring 
and after harvest, and but little during the 
summer months. The market opened for 
this grain in 1853 at’ 56c and 57e, and in 
1854 at 95c and $1, with but very little 





variation during the year. Owing to the 
small quantity received and the very few 
sales, we are unable to make a complete 
table of prices for the season. : 


Rye. 

Our remarks on barley will apply also to 
rye. The receipts, though small, show a 
slight increase over 1858. Prices have 
been firm and well maintained, opening in 
the spring at $1, ,and closing at $1 05, 
which has been about the range for the 
season. 

The aggregate quantity of grain of all 
descriptions received at this port during the 
year ’53 and 754 is as follows: 
bu. 18,587,497 
pat. 11,078,751 

Increase for 1854, 7,508,676 

This large amount of grain was handled 
by the following elevators on the creek, 
which are all in good working order, and 
are capable of storing and elevating per 
hour the following quantities of grain: 




















Capacity. Per hour. 
City Elevator 350,000 bush. 2,500 bush. 
Hatch’s “ 200,000 « 2,50 = 
Evans & Dunbar'’s 200,000 # 2,500 « 
Fish’s 150,000 « 23500 & 
150,000 « 2500 « 
150,000 « 23000 « 
140,000 « 2,000 « 
$0,000 « 2,500 « 
Johnson's $0,000 « 2,500 « 
Hollister's 00 « 1100 « 
0,000 « 22,400 « 


Several of these elevators possess facilities 
for loading canal boats twice as fast as they 
can elevate from a vessel’s hold, and two of 
them, the City and Fish’s, are so connected 
with the freight depot of the New York 
Central Railroad, that cars are run to 
either of them, and are as easily loaded as 
canal boats in the slips would be. 


Provisions. 

We learn trom dealers in pork, beef and 
cut meats, that the past season has been an 
unusually active one. A trade has sprung 
up between this market and several por- 
tions of Canada, which promises in future 
to be no inconsiderable one. Several large 
purchases were made of pork and smoked 
meats by Montreal houses in our market, for 
shipment to Liverpool, and the inquiry for 
supplying the wants of the laborers along 
the lines of railroads and other public works 
in Canada, has taken off all that could be 
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spared by our dealers, and in fact several 
times during the season, for weeks, there 
was not sufficient on the market to supply} 


the demand. The inquiry for the interior | 3 


of our state was also unusually active, and 
it was difficult to meet at all times the wants 
of that trade, more particularly in cut meats. 
The receipts by lake during the past season 
of pork, show a large increase over the pre- 
ceeding year. They are as follows: 


1854 -bbis. 147,073 
1853. bbis. 16: 











Tnerease 


For beef there has been a steady demand, 
but the supply has at times been very light, 


and not equal to the wants of the trade.—| sche? 
The receipts for the past three years com-| 


pare thus; 


- bbls. 






Showing a considerable decrease each 
year. 

The receipts of bacon also exhibit a slight 
falling off a 1858. In lard there has| 
been a very large business transacted, and 
quite an amount has been consumed in out 
city by manufacturers of oil ete., 

In Pork packing there has been a fair 
business done, though the amount packed 
will not exceed that of 1853. 
troubles at Erie in the winter of ’53 and ’54 
kept back a large number of dressed hogs 
intended for this market, and we learn that 
the recent troubles at the same place this 
year, have detained a large number of hogs 
consigned to packers in this city. There 
have also been a large number of dressed 


hogs detained at Detroit and at points on|’ 


the Great, Western and Brantford railroads, 
which our dealers are just now much in 
want of. From the best information we 
could obtain, there haye been between 8 and 
9,000 hogs cut up this fall by packers. ‘The 
number of hogs slaughtered is not large, and 
this business has been principally confined 
to supplying the retail trade. In Beef we 
learn that there has not been over 1,000 
barrels packed, and this in small lots for 
home use. 

Below we present a statement of the 
weekly average prices for the leading arti- 
cles in provisions, which shows the course of 
the market during the season. 










August -10) 12 


The railroad | 





~ youd, 
ourag 








13 50/11 0010 50 
18 00,40 50]11 00 
33 00.10 50/11 50 
13 00/10 50/11 50) 
13 00,10 50/11 50 
18 0010 50/11 50 


63e\6e 
6% 6c 





‘August -— 


15 50:10 50/12 00) 
14 00/11 00/12 00) 
14 00)11 00/12 00) 
14 00/11 00/12 09] 
14 00,11 00/12 00 
14 00/11 00/12 00 
13 50/10 59/12 00) 
13 50/10 50)12 00 
13 00/10 00/12 00) 
18 00/0 00/12 00) 
18 00,10 00/12 00 
18 00/10 00/12 00 
13 00/10 00/12 00 
13 00/10 00/12 00 
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High Wines. 

The whisky trade has come to be a very 
important one in our city, and during the 
past season the demand has been quite ac- 
tive, but the supply light; and for days 
the market has frequently been completely 
As in every description of produce, 
prices have ruled high, as will be seen by 
our table which follows. 

The trade with Canada has been un- 
usually brisk, and considerable sales were 
made forexport to the upper province. The 
receipts by lake show a decrease for 1854. 
They are as follows: 











- bbls. 66,707 
D bbls, 50,287 
Decrease, 16,420 
There are only two whisky distilleries 
in the city. The most extensive one is that 
of Clark & Brown, located in the easterly 
part of the city. This manufactory con- 
sumes from 400 to 450 bushels of grain 
daily, or about 180,000 bu. per annum, 
turning out about 1,300 gallons per day. 
The other distillery is owned by George 
Truscott, and is situated on William street. 
This establishment has been in operation 
only a portion of the season, and was burnt 
out in December. It will however soon be 
rebuilt, When in working order, it con- 
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ates about 200 bu. grain per day, or 60,-| Tallow 576,450 
: “ a pe ee, turning out ten or 20,488,400 18018 
welve barrels of hi: i 516,410 121,312 
igh wines per day. 2849 190,430 
WHISKY. fa 166,475 
The following table will show the average prices for was Maso 
Highwines, in our market, once a week, during the 4222 168,880 
season: 1,922 96,100 
Monthi-ce osha 153 73 ; ~ Toot 20200 
e | ~feet- 67,407,088 1,348,141 
19 @19% (016,437,015 857" 
18|19%@200" Panta 1,658,000 tore 
bslipxiaee. (se Sarco 191,000 382 
1/194 @20e [23% @24e od 5,797 
8120 @2le |25 @26c 1,209 26,598 
5}20 @2le |24%@2r%e od 74,800 
21204 @2e |25 @26o 19,047 ‘1,142,820 
29/203 @21el25 4 @26e 19,988 59,964 
eon gate las Senco 74.21 742,760 
sloxeate lay Sass 1581 23,715 
Dolan sary olae orice 5/602 281010 
7121 34 @22e/25 4 @26e AOS, 887,00 
3/224 @2340l27 @28o 759 2/936 
110|23%4@24e |29 @300 98 2,940 
11s" Sas%el0 Ss%e 159 1,909 
423 @BKelz1 @S2e a 720 
sila2%c@ose {31 Ca26 a RT 
7/23 @2B3Helst @aie a8 R 
ries BeeNo. Gato 1,885 15,080 
-|211234@2de |37 @87Ko 2,461 123,050 
8/236 @2Ae |36 @3Te i ue, 
| si25%@260 [soxcasre 2s 70 
12}25“@2re j33 ass 1,273 121730 
19/28 @29e [824 @33e 16,035 14 
Rosman 262T are 32 arise a 
November. BpeMGuse |e Gatto 380 “te 
16|24%@25o [34 sit i 550 18,850 
asle4K@2se |38 @3s¥e : pat 
30/24 @25e 138 @38¢o 3879 16803 
LAKE IMPORTS FOR 1854, “B00 1500 
‘The following table will show the quantity and value 136 
at the principal articles received by Lake, at this port ett von 
uring the season of 1854: 1,225 1,837 
ARTICLES. Quantity, V. 1483 1500 
-bbls. "730,811 6,285,303 6415 25,660 
u7073 ~~: L911.949 1,428 28,560 
56007 = "512,973 son 2,708 
7,583 211.484 at 1,904 
50,287 754,305 854. 8,850 
20,185 161,480 61 4,575 
S012 bent 20,115 10,057 
Granberrie) 11,752 04/016 24,800 24,800 
Ore 195 oe 464 2,320 
801,600 500 2,000 
7620 682 2i798 
se 202 303 
oe 550 550 
17.496 436 
s0r-o2t 29,672 1/036 
ieaoto 98,373 73,779 
3h 16 1,080 
a 5,885 271675 
6,000 
deo 9,951 99,510 
8427 511 
un 0k 3,513 70,260 
172160 1690 
e210 87 7,550 
3480 10,090 10,090 
irk 19 456,000 
a hait 2,000,000 
CesT ase ‘Total value-.- - $42,080,081 
1008 Total value, 185: 36,881,280 
885 - ree 
{eer | __Torease in favor of 1854... a+ $5,149,701 





472,940| Tue following table sh the 
117,136 | landed at this “ fro z the eine to te alqas' ef 
1,357,56 | navigation, for Re aenaa: cantante Shesaoperos 
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. eee its 1858, naa in a hurry, to take advantage of a fair wind, 
et septs and having neglected to obtain a clearance 
50,997 | till too late, comes on down, and not having 
2,540 | any manifest when they reach here they do 
*e ia | not go near the Custom House. 
a Te Again, a vessel obtains a clearance at one 
7553 | port, and goes to another to finish loading ; 
13510,792 | frequently the freight taken on at the latter 
4,475,618 | place is not noted on the manifest, and no 
sass report is made to the collector here, of the 
Evie balance of the cargo; and frequently pro- 
sais 18515,602 | pellers discharge a part of their load here, 
Fooesos ogo7s'e4s goaest09 | and proceed to Tonawanda with the re- 
40173 "48,520" S88TL mainder, and no report is made at our Cus- 
°789 "520 ‘ez5 | tom House of the amount left here. Havy- 
Broa. orn oe er 5,188 | ing watched carefully for all vessels not re- 
Feathers,sks 2,285 1,556 1,209| porting, and having obtained from nearly 
Firg Pes 000 fae Pee all of them a statement of their cargo, we 
L 8 7155 7,991 4.226 | ar i : i 
Leal aes ince ats an eee are satisfied that our figures as given above, 
Oopper, ton. 665 439 1,068 1760 | are perfectly reliable. 
Tron... 2,542 4,848 4731 4304 : , 
Coal. 17381 ag'ees. «= a8'188 —stieaa|\ ‘The large increase in the value of the 
ieee oT *ye2 —o'ass-—“a'gag | LMports is owing principally to the advance 
‘Tobacco,bxs ey aot 99 5,030 6,659] in prices of nearly all descriptions of pro- 
Bios 0589 IRSstos “hoes “isso duce, as compared with the price of the year 
a ,058, 191," ' " eae 
asst Seieade. re,asrens | Previous It will however be seen that 
1,64: 1,533 743|there has been an enormous increase in 
eet ; Fi 098 Bos rec the article of corn, and a large increase in 
Livevifogs. 971607 «7.298 ««1d52 426 oats, barley, rye, pork, etc. In wheat, flour, 
The total value of the Imports by Lake beef and provisions, there is a decrease. It 
for the year 1854, as appears by our figures will also be noticed that last year we re- 
is: $42,030,931, or an increase as compared | Ceived a considerable quantity of cotton, 
with 1853, of $5, 149,701. For years back, molasses and sugar, this is we believe the 
these tables have always been obtained from| first year, that these articles have to any 
the Custom House; but for the past two] ¢xtent appeared in the table of Lake Im- 
years no statements of imports have been| ports. There can be no doubt however, but 
made up at that office, and we have been| that with the enlarged canal, the above ar- 
compelled to rely on our own tables, which/ ticles together with tobacco and hemp, will 
we haye kept daily, weekly and monthly, each year show a handsome increase. 
during the season in making up the yearly,| Among the list of Imports, will also be 
and the valuation we have obtained from the | found 35 bbls. and 19 half bbls. of silver 
principal dealers in different articles.. We are| ore, from the Lake Superior region. This 


satisfied from experience that the above fig- 
ures will be found more correct than if 
we were to use the tables that might be pre- 
pared by the Custom House authorities, 
from the manifest reported to them. 

It is well known by those familiar with 
Marine matters, that scarcely a day passes 
during the season of navigation that there 
ate not some vessels entering and departing 
from this port, without ever reporting at 
the Custom House. Their Captains may 
perhaps have to leave some upper lake port 


was the first consignment of this article 
received at this port in any quantity, but 
we haye reason to believe from all accounts, 
that next year a much larger amount will 
be brought down. The richness of the Lake 
Superior mines are not yet begun to be 
known; and when the Sault St. Marie canal 
shall be completed, the advantages which 
Buffalo must derive from them, cannot now 
be correctly estimated. 

The amount paid out by the collector of 
this district during the past year to destitute 
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and indigent seamen, was, $4,235 55, and 
the amount collected in this district during 
the same period, for that fund was, $2,406,- 
58, leaving a deficit of, $1,828 97, which is 
supplied by appropriation by the general 
government. ‘The amount collected is made 
up by a per capita tax upon seamen, of 
twenty cents a month, which is retained 
from their wages. A proposition is now 
agitated to abolish this tax, and to substitute 
the imposition of a duty of five cents per 
ton on the issue and renewal of all ships’ 
registers, and once in each year on all ves- 
sels engaged in the coasting trade. 

‘Tue following table shows the entrances and clearan- 
ces at this port, of foreign and American vessels, to- 


gether with their tonnage and crews, during the year 
1854: 

























Arrived. No. Tons. Men. Boys. 

American Vessels from 

foreign ports. 81 _13,802:08 682 5 
Foreign do do.. -- 692 153,90054 6914 2 
Li) ene eres 773 —-167,702:57 7,596 7 
Cleared. 
American Vessels to 
foreign ports....---. 104 17,69146 908 6 
Foreign do do... 685 —161,090:51 6,648 - 
Total-.-..--..-. 789 — 178,782:02 5 6 
Coasting Trade, 

Inwards..... 1,848,450:29 48,486 303 
1,790,349:26 57,200 390 
8,688,799:55 

Grand Total—1854 3,995,284:19 

1853 252,97 
1852 3,092,2 
1851 --9,050 3,087,533:80 
1850 ---8444 2'743;700:86 





Banks and Banking. 

The banking facilities of Buffalo, are 
wholly disproportionate to the amount of 
business annually transacted here. There 
is probably no city in the country where a 
banking institution of heavy capital, say one 
million of dollars, could be more profitably 
located than in our midst. The entire re- 
sources of all our banks are unequal to the 
wants of the produce and forwarding business 
alone, while our manufacturing interests suf- 
fer severely from the want of proper and legi- 
timate bank accommodation. Banking busi- 
ness, conducted as it is generally in Buffalo, 
fails to be of any benefit to a large class of our 
citizens, a class, too, with whose success the 
business and prosperity of the city is inti- 
mately associated. The discounts to our 
produce and forwarding houses are generally 
made on short paper, payable at the East 
which answers their requirements, and the 





banks, as a matter of course, prefer to deal 
with them rather than with houses in other 
branches of trade, who desire to make 
their loans on longer time and payable 
at home. We learn that the amount of 
sight exchange sold in our city during 
the year, was full $23,000,000. During 
the year two banks have gone out of ex- 
istence. The Exchange Bank, with a capi- 
tal of $50,000, suspended. Its failure en- 
tailed but little loss, and its absence has not 
been felt. The Queen City Bank, which 
commenced operations in 1853 with a capi- 
tal of $75,000, withdrew its circulation early 
in the fall, and has since been winding up 
its affairs, preparatory to its removal to the, 
interior of the state. Two new banks have 
also gone into operation during the year. 
The “International,” with a capital of $400,- 
000, was started in the spring, and 
the New York and Erie Bank, with a 
capital of $200,000 was brought here from 
Dunkirk. There are therefore, now, eleven 
banks doing businsss in our city, having an 
aggregate capital of $2,191,800—an in- 
crease over 1853 of $716,800. 

The following table will show the condition of the seve- 
ral Banks of Buttilo, on the Slst of December, 1854, as ap- 
pears by their quarterly Statements, which are required to 
be made and published, by the laws of our State : 
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NAMES OF BANKS. g 5 2. 

a a a 

3 z & 

a a 2 3 

g 3 2 = 

3 & 3 2 

8 a z 8 
$408,432 19] $50.405 00] $50,628 00] $2,026 34 
Buffalo City Bank 926,555 24] 59,124 09] 54,991 87| 7,006 62 
Farmers’ and Mech’s’ Bank.| 390,649 11] 45,443 00] 45,325 00| '505 70 
Hollister Bank... 54,774 18] 54,800 00] 5,579 91 
International Bank 64,081 00] 76,700 00| 5,215 80) 
Marine Bank... 72,398 00} 65,000 00| 2850 99) 
New York and Erie Bank._-| 238,867 59] 50,508 00] 57,258 20) 1,651 71 
Oliver Lee & Co.’s Bank, £19,769 62] 33,062 $2 933000 00|... 7. 
Pratt Bank... 92,805 91} 30,054 95| 35,000 00] 1,031 97 
Sacket’s Harbor Bank 275,039 90} 11,631 66] 24,381 25| 7,264 73 

White's Bank... 429,052 56] 66,875 00] 56,575 00|_. 

| or ee $3,965,886 751$538,357 701$613,658 82'$33,733 77 








Table data only rotated 90° for convenience and OCR. 
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A £4 3 £ ge g 3 5 BOs pee Ak S See 2, eats 
& a a A A a A a a g tao Peat Ogee ge Sy gash as 
-|- - ” Agee SS =I De SSE pn pe a Fs 
13,941 32] 63,638 00| 51,164 82| 153,101 0g| 53,224 88 a Bee hls peg ege SPFASSESLS~ & 
28,973 58 BLB45 54 , SSE ee SP S88 sabre SoMa 
69,081 84 we Se88she 88ST KS by soe BS 
Ca ~ rif et 2 1 . 
83,040 37|123,234 09] |B BS oS SSo SHER ZSCLE FB Beg so 
go = Ros aS a ww Bee 
14,754 53] 66,247 00) 26aumgeeoSS Rss 4a Fo GES. 
11,476 14} 67,933 00 Far Sur EVag estas Sok 
21,671 19] 66,945 00] AoeSkey of 8 SUE HHY SE Sugg 
9181 32) 577584 00 BOSS ssar sr ssses SE OS 
14,823 66] g9,226 00] 31,108 19 ShMPoBeS eye es Aas 2, Sco. Bus 
18,000 23] 93777 00] 4h.287 9% SP es eS eZee Shino SE SES Ese 
is Bina Mss  conicaeingesienck -. e ) oS os Barges ¢ 3s a & 
216,130 41|844,085 00|427,922 56 515,447 68] 116,284 14]36,624 11]138,488 1715,823,867 17 SRESSSESSSSASS SESH ES SES 
= é 3 é ) 
8 I - 8 g & ) 
4 |. 2 gE | re 
3 } 3 ° FF 
ba | a a Fs ed - Et re | | 8 
2 . | a bi “ s e: 
3 é E 3 2/3 z g|é 3 NAMES OF BANKS. 
& | E; 4 £ | ¢ 2 " 
é g | 2 A} Bt a l#le| 2) ¢/4 5 
& 2 8 
=I 8 on gg | sg EI gla ¢ 5 gg | = 
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Sacket’s Harbor Bank_ 
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Due to ail others. 
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Bank of Attica. 
Buffalo City Bank. 


Marine Bank..... 
New York and Erie Bank. 
Oliver Lee & Co.’s Bank. 








Farmers’ and Mech’s’ Bank. 
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they will exercise more patience, and save} 


their money by shipping their goods by ca- 
nal. Had the merchandize which has been 
forced from the canal by the policy and 
mismanagement of its enemies, who had 
control of it in ’53, been transpozted by 
them last year, the increase of tolls over 
that year would have been enormous.— 
That the canal has lost mach business that 
legitimately belongs to it, and that itshould 
have had, no one will attempt to deny.— 
The holders of property destined for east- 
ern markets, and who had been heavy losers 
by the obstruction to navigation in ’53, were 
not disposed to send forward their rolling 
freight in 1854 as readily as they had been 
in previous years, anticipating a continu- 
ance of those detentions. Such however has 
not been the case. The control of the canal 
has fallen into other hands, and it is freely 
acknowledged that they have not been 
managed for years with the wisdom, pru- 
dence and success that marked them during 
the past season. Navigation was uninter- 
rupted by breaks or needless detentions, ex- 
cept during a few weeks in the middle of 
summer, by the severe draught which then 
occurred. The collectors’ offices were filled 
by capable officers, and the superintendents 
were faithful and efficient, and every exer- 
tion was made to forward the interests of 
the canals and their commerce. During 
the past summer the contracts for the com- 
pletion of the enlargement were given out, 
and that work is being now rapidly pushed 
forward. It would be impossible to esti- 
mate the advantages that will accrue to our 
city by the early completion of the enlarge- 
ment. The facilities for doing a much 
larger amount of business will be increased, 
and with the rapid changes that are now 
annually taking place in the course of trade 
from Western states, we may safely count on 
the Erie Canal haying all the business to 
transact that it will be possible for it to do 
when enlarged. Until a year or two past, 
the business of Western Illinois and Wis- 
consin, and all of Towa and Minnesota, was 
transacted for the most part at St. Louis. 
Thither went the lead, pork, wheat, corn, 
wool, and in fact all the products of the 
mine and farm, that that vast country had 
to spare. To that trade is St. Louis in- 
debted for her growth and prosperity— 





This state of things is rapidly changing. 
Chicago has now got to be her rival for 
that trade, and we will reap our share of 
the benefits of that diversion. Much of 
this result is due to the natural advan- 
tages offered by the several routes lead- 
ing from Chicago, and the tendency of trade 
and travel from the West, eastward. There 
are few things more difficult to change 
than long established channels of trade. It 
was a knowledge of this fact that led to the 
belief, that the diversion of this trade to the 
lake and canal route, in preference to the 
Mississippi, would be slow, that it would 
require many years, even after all the va- 
rious lines of railroads had reached the 
Mississippi and Missouri rivers, before this 
route would be fully recognized as the cheap- 
est, safest and speediest in reaching the sea- 
board. 

But this is a progressive age. Changes 
that formerly required an age to effect are 
now accomplished in a year or two. 

Again, who can predict the trade that will 
spring up between this city and the lake 
Superior region, on the completion of the 
Sault Ste Marie Canal, and of the vast 
amount of the products of those minest hat 
will seek this outlet. By reference to our 
table of lake imports, it will be seen that a 
large amount of cotton, tobacco, hemp, sugar, 
molasses, etc., the products of the South, are 
seeking a market by this route. With proper 
exertions on the part of those engaged in 
the carrying trade of the lakes and canals, 
and the co-operation of the Canal Board, the 
transportation of a large amount of those 
articles which we have enumerated above, 
might be secured to the Erie canal. Over 
half a million tons of freight are within our 
reach from the South-west alone, and all 
that is required to secure this vast trade is, 
to make known our facilities for transport- 
ing it to tide water. We are informed by 
our forwarders who are engaged in the navi- 
gation of the canal, that heretofore, with the 
old class of canal boats, they were unable to 
transport tobacco and cotton through to tide 
water with any profit to themselves or ad- 
vantage to the owners; but with the enlarged 
canal and the large class of boats, these diffi- 
culties will be overcome, and they will be 
able to transact their business economically, 
and with advantage to all parties. 
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IMPORTS AND EXPORTS BY CANAL. 


Castings & iron 































































Sraremenr of Property first cleared at the Collector's} _ ware - - 004 88,352 45 3,534 95 34 
Office at Buffalo, on the Erie Canal, during the | Do’tic Wool’s- -- 
year 1854, showing the quantity and average value of | Do’tie cottons. -- nro 
each article, and also the whole amount of tolls receiv- | Domestic salt. 0 05 4,740 2 24 
ed at the office on Boats, Passengers, and each article | Foreign salt-_. 
of property during the same period. Total value, $865,055; total tolls, $9,671 24. 
BOATS. MERCHANDIZE. 
Toll at 2 cents, $49,137 30 | Sugar, Ths. wees ease we 
Do. on Packets, Molasses.--.-. - 740. 26 
Commutation Toll Cofiee - wees wees o wees 
Nails, spikes & 
Total -... 19,137 30] _ horse shoes-- wane nee 
Tron and steel-. wares 75 11,983 
road iron.- 82 2061 
Taporie eases Flint enamel, ‘ 
crockery and 
Total glass ware..012 179,645 90 21,557 
Z en Allother mdze 0 07 3,590,325 1,795 251328 
‘Total merchandize, tons, 1,992; total value, $286,950; 
Reduc’d Vale of Tolls] tolls $3,698 61. 
Articles. Price. Quan’y. totons each on each OTHER ARTICLES. 
of 2000 1b. ar’cle, ar’cle| Livecat’e, hogs 
Fur & Peltry, 1 20 50,284 30 «11,847 60 10] “and sheep... --.- gta aes aid 
Erodnss of W cod Stone, lime & 
joards & Scant- lay. 2 
«Hs; 1000 ft. 2000 9,100,520 01,048 1,182,175 65,258 15 os MOE SPRL BAS, AOS, KOs Oe 
ingles... Mineral coal... 0 03 29,814,111 14,657 87,942 3,120 17 
Timber i600 fa 00 37 38, 1189 s,000 25 79 | Copper ore..-- 0 35 8,248,082 1,622 1, 135,061 '627 70 
Staves, I)---.--00 a 120,343,262 60,157 481,258 80,052 Sundries ...--- 0 05 9,057,081 4,529 "420,444 5,633 68 
Wood, cord...- weet sete ween ----| Other articles, tons, 28,226; value, $1,653,119; tolls, 





Ashes, pot and 
earl, bbl...-28 60 7,516 1,503 210,448 4,876 42 
‘otal Forest tons, 154,816"; total’ value, $1,804,992 ; to- 

tal tolls, $90,272 83. 








AGRIGULTURE. 
Product of Animals. 
18 0 19 7211,602,315 17,377 95 
26,750 4,548 "335,875 7,732 52 
= 0 09 18,702,326 91351 1,683.210 8,401 36 
577,792 289" 59,001 323 10 
019 341/609 171 64,906 265 38 
Lard, Tallow & , 
Lard Oil = 0 11 14,613,246 7,307 1,607,457 6,547 39 
0 80 2,369,573 1,185 "710,872 2,500 78 
5,9 10 "350,186 178 85,518 aa 


‘rod! 
tolls, $43,501 2 











Vegetable Food— 
Flour, bbls ---- 8 00 288,124 31,117 2,804,992 48,114 39 
Wheat, bu. 165 2,811, ,687 84,; 73514, 1639; y284 74,561 34 
Ry 100 127,929 3,582 Bork 929 2,519 35 
Corn ... - 065 9, 406, 859 263364 6,113; 808 270,354.32 
Corn meal, bbl. 4 00 7,95 859 «31,816 751 13 
Barley, bu... 115 206,477 4,056 237,448 9,403 93 
Oats... - 042 4,184, 208 66, 149 1,736,405 66,950 39 
Bran and ship 

stuffs, Ih----. 0 OL 2,966,783 1,483 29,668 950 95 
Peas & Bns, bu 1 25 9,426 "983 11,781 631 49 
Potatoes... 075 27,825 956 20, 494 375 68 
Dried fruit, 014 105,855 53 820 113 14 





‘Vegetable food, tons, 457, “153; value, siz 268,445; tolls 
$474,726 11. 
All other Agricultural Products. 











Cotton...-.tbs. 010 141,967 71 «14,196 =~ 10 38 

Unmanufactwd 
tobacco..---- 0 07 6,323,050 3,162 442,614 1,546 43 
Hemp ....----- 0 07 1,910,309 "955 133,728 "687 96 

Clover & grass 
seed -- 8,023,137 1,512 272,083 1,306 72 
Flax seed 345,153 "178 6,903 452 73. 
1 978 = 8 §2 


‘Hops -. -040 2443 
“il other Agricultural Products, tone, 5,874; value 
$5r0.gT tots, $4,007 74. Total Agriculture, tons, 505,- 











717, total value, $22,236,591; total tolls, $522, 235, 57. 
MANUFACTURES. 

Domest. spirits 0 32 990,270 3,466 316,866 6,775 21 
Oil meal and 

cake TD. 0 01 2,314,631 1,157 23,146 1,924 29 
Leathe: 024 283,838 142 68,121 420 53 
Furniture. -012 181,119 91 21,734 173 40 

- 045 956,645 478 430,490 278 11 

Pig iron-...--- 0 02 39,981 20 800 245 
Bloom and bar 

iron .-------- 0 04 80,000 4 320 1 67 


$10,328 62; total tons, $601,216; total value, $26,936,707; 

total tons, $685,315 35. 

Statement of Property left at Buffalo on the Erie Ca- 
nal, or which was left between that place and the Col. 
lector’s Office, next in order on the Canal; showing 
the quantity and average value of each arti¢le, during 
the year 1854: 

THE FOREST. 
Reduced Val'e of Val’e of 

Description. Price. Quantity. totons each each 

of 2,000 Ib. arti’e. class. 
aks & peltry 


Protacts of 
‘Wood— 



























Boards and 
scantl'g, M.20 00 2,723,096 4,236 54,459 
Shingles --.. 3 75 20 3 15 
Timber, 100 
cubic feet -15 00 145,098 2,002 2,175 eas 
Staves .. Tbs. wees cone wee 
Wood, cords. 3 00 25,602 40,963 76,806 
Ashes, pot & 
pearl, bbls.28 00 7 af 196 138,711 TUL 
Total of the Forest. --.- 48,105 Total value133,711 711 
AGRICULTURE. 
Products of 
Animals— 
bbl 80 13 
09 4,560 2 
Lard, tallow, 
T lard oil. -- ween - “se 
Wool 30 4,700 2 1,410 5 
i 10 983,315 492 98,332 100,256 
Product of Animals--.-. --509 Value... $100,256 256 
Vegetable 
Food— 
Flour --bbls. 8 00 9,600 1,087 76,800 
Wheat -bu- 1 65 18540 556 = 30,591 
65 5,250 M7 = 3,418 
Corn m’l, bbl -- sose eoewee cone 
Barley --bu. 1 4 18,862 458 21, ea 
Oats -. 50 1 
Bran ip 
stuffs, Ibs. -. “ ~ ~ 
Peas & beans 
bushel-... 1 25 32 1 40 
Potatoes, bu 75 312 nh 234 
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Be 12,557 6 1758 134,548 
Vegetable Food, tons..-2,212 Value... -... --$134,548 
All other Agricultural Products— 
grass seed 09 1 223 
Flax seed. = - ~ 
Hops-. 40 107 = 85,493 








Allother Ag. Products, tons.108 Value--..$ 85,716 
‘Total Agriculture, tons..--..2,829 ‘Total val. 320/520 






















MANUFACTURES. 
Domestic 

sprts, gal... ae 4zz on = 
Oil meal and 

cake -.0bs.  -- wove = es 
Leather. 24 1,988,806 985 472,514 
Furniture-. 12 (5,514,814 2,757 641,718 
Bar and pig 

Tesdin-csee ae ate a aan 
Pig iron.-.. 02 14,449,254 7,224 288,985 
Bloom & bai 

iron ------ a nore - - were 
Castings and 

jron ware. 04 25,879,507 12,040 1,035,180 pone 
Domestic 

woolens-..  -- = Saas 
Domestic 

cottons.... 36 1,038,971 
Domest. salt 4 3 332,483 
Foreign salt. $ 1,049,201 ‘524 8,395 

Total Manufactures, tons_59,116 Total val.: 
MERCHAND! 

Sugar -..Is_ 07.5 18,875,883 9,458 1,415,602 
‘Molasses 10,075,455 5,038 — 352,641 
Coffee -- 14,042,671 7,022 1,614,907 





Nails, Li dhe? 
and horse 
shoes.--.-. 05  9,381,0! 
Iron andsteel 08 22,913, 





Railroad iron 03,8 147,3: 
Pint enamel, 
crockery & 
glass ware. 12 10,921,591 5,460 1,510,591 
All other 


merch’dise 40 147,381.72 











301 58,952,690 70, 


Total Merchandise, tons.190,459 Tot'l val$7 
OTHER ARTICLES. 











Live cattle, 
hogs and 
sheep, tbs- 

Stone, lime 
and clay. 

Gypsum 

Mineral coal. 00.3 

Copper ore.- 

Sundries .... 





Other articles, 80,263 Value. 
Total tons. 380,772 ‘Total val 
The value of the exports by Canal as made up 
at the Collector's office is 
Oy an increase over 1853 of. 
‘The amount of tolls collected for the past year 


tons. 











6,938,707,00 
4,281,209,00 














aggregate... 685,315,35 
‘The amount of tolls collected for 1868 695,36471 
Showing » decrease this year of | $10,049,36 


It must however be borne in mind that, 
in 1854, there were twenty-two days less of 
navigation than in 1853. And still farther, 
we learn from the Collector that the tolls 
which legitimately belong to the office in 
this city, reach over $900,000, or exceed the 








amount shown by the books by over $200,- 
000. The reason for this apparent defici- 
ency is, that in consequence of the stringency 
of money matters, short clearances only have 
in several instances been taken out here by 
boats going through to tide water. By this 
we mean that our forwarders, for the want 
of proper bank accommodation at this point, 
clear their boats for Lockport, Albion, Me- 
dina, Jordan and other small towns along 
the canal; and pay their tolls there for the 
balance of the trip. While this does not di- 
minish the aggregate amount of tolls to the 
state, it shows that much more business is 
done at the office in this city than appears 
by the amount of tolls collected here. 

This expedient was resorted to by our busi- 
ness men as a matter of necessity; but at the 
same time we believe it to be all wrong and 
susceptible of improvement. So long as the 
tolls received at_ the collector's office in this 
city are immediately deposited with ours 
principal banks, these banks should provide 
facilities for the transportation interest so as 
not to force tolls away from this point. It 
would seem to be for their own interest that 
they should do so. Every dollar received 
for tolls is deposited, and till called for by the 
state adds so much to our banking capital. 
This money the banks loan out. upon inter- 
est, which renders it a matter of consider- 
able importance with them. It would seem 
to be but common justice that those who 
pay the tolls should, if they desire to pay in- 
terest on the money, have the use.of it in 
preference to others. 

On the amount of flour, pork, beef, etc., 
carried by railroad during the past season 
from this city the state has lost probably over 
$200,000 in tolls. 


‘The value of the imports as made up at the col- 
lectors office for 1854. - $77,035,271 
And for the year 1853. 64,612,102 


Showing an increase of $12,423,169 
‘The whole amount of tonnage delivered in Buffalo in 
- 211,047 tons. 
260,923 « 











“ 
« 





1854 was. 
A decrease in’54, as compared with ’53, of 
58,014 tons, though still a handsome. in- 
crease over 1852. Had the canal however 
been open,as many days in ’54 as it was 
in 1853, the total tonnage for the past year 
would have been much larger, 
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May 1 December 3. 
Or 22 days less navigation in ’54 than in ’53. 


The business transacted on the canal, not- 
withstanding the many drawbacks referred 
to, presents on the whole a very gratifying re- 
sult. In the tonnage of those articles of heavy 
freight, particularly railroad, pig iron, nails, 
spikes, horse shoes, iron and steel, salt, coal, 
and merchandise, the receipts show a steady, 
and, in some articles, almost an incredible 
increase over the past year. In the articles 
of molasses and sugar the receipts show 
a slight decrease; but of these it will 
be seen that last year a large amount was 
received from the south, via Louisville, Cin- 
cinnati and the Miami canal to Toledo, and 
by the southern route, via Chicago. 

In down freights there has been a fall- 
ing off in flour, wheat, beef, whisky, etc., 
which is accounted for by the decrease in 
lake imports, and a corresponding increase 
in corn, oats, barley, rye, pork, etc., of which 
the receipts by lake will show a similar re- 
sult. The several railroads leading from 
this city have transported a very large 
amount of produce during the year, the high 
prices of these articles in eastern cities cre- 
ating an anxiety on the part of holders to 
forward their produce to market by the 
speediest route. 

In 1858, the Forwarding Association of 
Buffalo transacted a very large proportion 
of the business done on the canal. The re- 
turns for that year show that they trans- 
ported over 1,075,000 tons, on which they 
paid canal tolls of over $1,225,000, or near- 
ly one-third of the entire business of the 
canal. This association, which numbered 
sixteen of the principal forwarding houses 
remained under their organization only a 
part of the past season, and no annual report 
was therefore made up. We however learn 
that the several houses have transacted a 
much larger amount of business last year 
than in .’53, though the precise amount of] 
tonnage carried each way and the amount 





‘The following is a comparative statement of the duration 
of navigation on the Erie Canal for a period of ten years : 


Year. Opened. Closed. Days Open. 
April 18 November 26. 223 
‘April 15 


of tolls paid by them we are unable to ob- 
tain. 

The number of boats run by the several 
houses referred to, was about 600. There 
are also about 200 wild boats owned in the 
city and vicinity which are not connected 
with any regular line, which in the aggre- 
gate are worth over half a million dollars. 

Below we give a comparative table showing the quanti- 


ties of some of the leading articles which have been first 
cleared from this place during the past three years : 


















Articles. 1852 853 1854 
Flour, bbis 950,114 658,854 288,124 
Pork 63,708 86,085 128,254 
Beef. 31,073 49,346" 26,750 
Wheat, bu. 4,759,381 4,058,818 2.811,687 

4)383/346 3,118,601 9,405,859 
2,106,799 1,163,599 4,134,298 
2 206,477 

59727 _ 127,929 

8,801,188 6,323,06 

1,887,711 "990,270 

676,317 1,910,399 

739,192 "341,609 

2,055,787 507,792 

4/262/3568 2,360,673 


61,885,663 59,109,520 
Staves Ibs 76,066,058 120,343,262 
Sundries. 9,056,076 9,057,081 
‘The annexed table will show some of the leading articles 
ascending the canal, and Janded at Buffalo during the past 
three years— 
Articles. 
Merchandise. 





1352. 1853. 1854. 
121,920,535 147,881,724 132,803,044 
22;356,618 18,875,883 28,912,488 
15,480,124 10,075,455 14,305,967 
9,827,042 14,042,071 4,772,489 


9,827,042 0,581,087 _ 9,824,477 
18,669,788 22,918,262 _ 11,794,300 
144,085,884 147/322400 128748264 
12;313,359 10,921,501 11,672,849 
16,128,363 22,720,808 24,502,600 
Canat Boar Bumpre.— During the 
past year, the business of canal boat building 
has been quite brisk, and a very large 
amount of new tonnage has been turned out. 
The facilities afforded by our city for carry- 
ing on this branch of industry successfully 
is yearly becoming better known and ap- 
preciated. Owing to the severe money press- 
ure that prevails throughout the country, 
the yards this winter do not present a very 
animated appearance. Messrs. Bidwell & 
Banta, ship builders, have constructed two 
canal tugs of about 200 tons burthen each, 
during the past summer; one of them we 
learn did not work satisfactorily in the pres- 
ent state of the canal, though it is con- 
fidently believed that when the enlargement 
shall be completed, this class of vessel will 
come into general use. These boats were 
afterwards sold to the Desmoines Navigation 
Company, and were taken up the lake. 
At Van Slycke & Co’s yard there were 
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built, during the year. fifty boats of the en- 
larged class, which will carry two hundred 
tons each on the enlarged canal, or one hun- 
dred and thirty to thirty-five tons in its 
present state. These boats will probably 
average $2,800 or $3,000 each, making an 
aggregate of $150,000. These gentlemen 
are now building eight or ten coal boats for 
the Pensylvania Coal Company at Erie. 
Howell & Co., at their yards in this city and 
Black Rock, have built, during the year, 
twenty-eight boats of the average value 
of $2,600 each, or aggregating $72,800. 
This winter they are building only one 
boat at Black Rock, for S. W. Howell, 
intended to run between this city and the 
mills, to carry wheat. They are making pre- 
parations to do a large amount of repairing. 

Mr. Walbridge built, on one of the slips 
during 1854, five first class boats. 

Mr. McMillen has built two canal boats 
and two stone scows. 

Mr. Jones’ yard has not been in operation 
during the year. 

The amount of new tonnage turned out 
will reach nearly 11,000 tons for the year 
1854, of the value of $225,000. 

Trade with Canada. 

The trade between Buffalo and the Cana- 
dian Province, as will be seen by our tables 
which we give below, has increased consid- 
erably during the past year as compared 
with previous years, The completion of the 
Buffalo, Brantford & Goderich Railroad to 
Paris, has opened to us one of the finest 
agricultural countries in the world, from 
which we must each year derive a large and 
prosperous trade. The merchants along the 
line of that road have already found out the 
advantage they must gain by coming to 
Buffalo to procure their goods, in preference 
to going to Toronto or Montreal. This 
fact is made apparent by the large amount 


of exports of dry goods and groceries from Gree 


this city to Canada during the past year. 
It will also be seen under the head of rail- 
roads, that the Buffalo & Brantford railroad 
has brought to our city, during the year, 


produce of the value of over $600,000. Ba 
A small portion of this amount has come| ® 
over the road from Detroit, but by far the| Oat 


larger amount has been picked up at stations 





along the line, and this is an addition to our 
receipts by lake from Canadian ports. 

The ratification of the reciprocity treaty 
must also increase this trade to a large ex- 
tent. Last fall our merchants, under the 
apprehension that that treaty would go into 
effect before the close of navigation in 1854, 
purchased largely of flour and grain in 
Canadian towns. The ratification was how- 
ever delayed, and the amount brought for- 
ward on Buffalo account was not therefore 
as large as it would have been. After the 
10th of November, 1854, for all duties paid 
at our custom house, receipts were given the 
owner of the produce, which entitled him to 
receive back the duties paid after that date, 
provided the treaty should be concluded and 
brought into force within six months, it be- 
ing understood that Congress would enact a 
law authorizing such a proceedure. 

The total value of the imports into this 
district from Canada during the year 1854, 
was $442,087, being an increase, as com- 
pared with 1853, of $49,368; and the 
amount of duties collected on the same, 
$99,663 59, or an increase in favor of 1854 
of $14,720 26. 

Ansraact of Foreign Merchandise imported from Canada, 


in the District of Buffalo Creek, N. Y., for the year end- 
ing December 31, 1854 : 


























Articles. Quantity.) Value. | Duties” 
+» bbls 400 | 2,761)87)~ e241 
7 44)98] sig 
77,819 |105,882|58]21,166/51 
5,95634| 4,559|59] ‘911/91 
45° | 2765/48} 553/10 
234 | 1)783|02| 346/21 
782 | 1}849|50| 260196 
4 130|32| “27/87 
10,071 78(52| 15/71 
i «++ | 17,078]55] 5,198 /54 
Brandy. 3,86634| 4,032|00] 4,039/00 
Lumber, 5,604 a8} ira 
Lumber, pine, undressed. .|27,712,649 |160,980|89|2,186)18 
Lumber, pine, dressed.....| 189,568 | 1159/35/" “347/81 
White Wood. . 445,501. | 2,952/23] 590/44 
Black Walnut 267,708 | 3,925]58] 665/11 
Square Oak ti 156,681 | 9,355}08} 1,871/03 
Square Pine timber. 172,105 | 10,280]39) 2,057|96 
Oak Plank 624,275 | 6,210)44] 1249100 
9,975,665 | 22,602/88] 6,780l08 
5,572 60/48] * 12/10 
763,000 | 1,096|17| 328/39 
i 74/83] 22/45 
i 839/00] _ 30/50 
1,078,800 | 2,521/61| 167/80 
6,669 64/88] 756/49 
2,410 20/45} 19-49 
38 28/70] Gita 
14,000 39/88] 861 
262 | 23,481/02] 11/06 
1,118 | “1,212/53] 7,044\v8, 
229,125 564/86| '363)/72 
176 8|45} 112/99 
412 175)28| 168 
ae 25/1] 33|06 
49 165/38] 5|02 
1,686 ‘733i85] 219|9 
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Quantity.| Value. | Duties. 













300 p23 
Me 711|90| 
392 43\69| 
a 156|27| 


Sheep skins. 


20,247 | 7,887/80 
Nuts... . vi "TT 


Shingle él 
‘Wagons... 220; 
Mill Feed. . 1,493)74| 295/36 
Ploughs. 79 
Westies « onset 

oolen, manufactured, yds. “| 32 
Cotton, manufactured... . aha 151 
Flour... 4.4... bis, 180 | 


Knitted Jackets... «cases. 5 683) 
Butter see lbs] 8.85534) 1,169] 
148 







eee doz. 


is ¢ 
BESESSES SESRESSESSSRTS 





880 161 8}08 
718) 14 

oe gi74) 1/95 
10 16/92} 3)38 
os 23/07 4:62 
600 76/88} 15/38 
1 8i72} 918 
207 00} += 80}00 


80 
o 5,367|00) 10/72 
oe. 3,172/65) 951/79 
6034] "” 28|19| —sl46 

120 3/69| 0/74 

ds. 24 37600 150/40 

Sundries, including articles! 

not enumerated above, | 











such as Sugar, Honey, Rosin and Tui 
‘Apple Sauce ets. «+. sisjoa) 9142] Brags ana aa 
Total... . s+ + «1854 £49,087/26 99,603) 59 | Leather 
Total. ooo 01853]. 1392,719|00'84,943/33 | Nails 














Increase soe.seeeeels secre 49,368126|14,720|26 


Abstract of Foreign Merchandise exported from the Dis- 
trict of Buffalo Creek, N. Y., to Canada, during the year 
ending December 31, 1854: 


ARTICLES, QuantiTY. Vater. 
lbs. 67,581 
92,005 








Medina 20200722: ae oat 
Total Foreign Merchandise exported.....-.. $105,301 
Abstract of Domestic Produce and Manufactures exported 
from the District of Buffalo Creek, N. Y, to Canada, during 
the yearending December 31, 1854: 
ARTIOLES, eoateere VALUE. 


3 
= 











ARTICLES. Quanriry. 





Fish, smoked and dried.-quintals 
Fish, pickled bbls. 








Wood, manufacture of. 
Skins and Furs 
Skins, tanned. 
Cheese _._ 

Apples, dried 
Candles, tallow 


Tron Manufactures _ 
Iron Castings . 
Iron Bars. 


Copper and Brass Manufacture: 
Gun Powder 
Lend 





ns, Di 
Cottons, white 
Books and Map: 
Umbrellas - 
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ARTICLES. 
Tin Ware . 
Starch _._ 


Quanity. VALUE. 


2,187 














Marble and Stone. 11,396 
All other Manufactured Articles 750 
All other Raw Articles 3,950 
Sundries ___ i % 41,701 
Total Domestic Produce and Manufactures exp’d_ $1,046,903 
‘Total Foreign Merchandise exported. 105,301 








Total Value of Exports for 1854 

Total Value of Exports for 1853_ 

Increase in favor of 1854.___..$159,79g 

Statement of Goods and Produce imported from Canada 

into the District of Buffalo Creek, for warehousing and for 

transportation in bond to other Districts, during the year 
ending December 31, 1854, with the value at this port: 

















ARTICLES. Quatiry, Varur. 
Flour... bbls. 34,479 $275,832 
Corn Meal ‘480 1,920 
Wheat “bu. 76,826 128,762 
Barley - 4rr4 5,490 
Lumber ft_248,110 4,962 
Iron, Scotch pig: a 36 26,940 
Ashes 560 
Butter _ 988 
Furs, Skins _ 2,170 
Shipstufts 880 
Hops... 1,800 


Total Value......$448,104 

Statement of Goods transferred from warehouses in other 
Districts, and principally from New York and Boston, to 
this port, for warehousing and for export to Canada, during 
the year 1854: 











Quantity Vauve. 
Jbhds and tes. 1,315 $43,925 
bbls- Bos 197 





4,098 

182 

1,240 

21 

29 

No. 3,800 15,496 

Dry goods, Groceries, Hardware,ete. -___ 154,477 


‘Total Value.._....$223,860 
Statement of Free Goods imported into the District of 
Buffalo Creek, from Canada, during the year 1954: 












ARTICLES. Quaxtiry. Vatur. 
Copper Ore tons. 1,34624 $96,259 
Personal Property - a eae 33,200 
Cattle for Breedin, No- ‘360 


Sheep, do.._ 32 204 
Garden Seeds - sas 140 
Grass Seed. 1278 2,313 


Junk ... poets 175 


Total Value..-...: $132,671 

The annual Duties collected at Buffalo, for a series of 
years, are as follows : 

mere 49 





1350... 
1851. 
1852 


$67,619 95 
92/357 69 
95723 4 

1853. 4,943 33 

‘1854__ 19,663 59 

e exports to Canada, from the District of 

Buffalo Creek, for the year 1954, as appears by the books 

of the Custom House, is $1,152,204, or an increase over 

1853, of $159,798. 













Railroads. 


There are few cities in the United States 
that command a more favorable commercial 
position, than does the city of Buffalo— 





Occupying the best and safest business 


s0/point on the great chain of Northern 


Lakes, accessible by all manner of craft, 
freighted with the immense products of the 
region of country tributary to lake com- 
merce, connected east with the cities of the 
Atlantic, by the Erie Canal and the seve- 
ral lines of railroad already constructed, it 
is not strange that the eyes of commercial 
men and of capitalists should have fixed 
upon Buffalo as one of the great impor- 
tant business points on the Lakes, nor that 
in comparatively a few years she should 
have risen, as if by magic, from a small 
Lake shore village to a pa commercial 
city. 

Buffalo, already the termini of nume- 
rous railroads leading east to the seaboard, 
and the gateway to the boundless regions 
of the West, with a population of over 80,- 
000, and real and personal estate assessed 
to the amount of over $32,000,000, is only 
in the infancy of her future greatness — 
Her march is onward, to a much higher 
grade among the cities of the Union than 
her present position entitles her, though 
that is by no means an insignificant one. 

There are now running into this city 


¢| some seventy-five trains a day upon the— 


Buffalo and New York City Road. 
Buffalo and Erie do. 
New York Central do. 
Buffalo, Brantford and Goderich Road. 
Buffalo, Lockport and Rochester do. 


Buffalo and Niagara Falls do. 
Great Western do. 
When the Buffalo, Corning and New 


York Road is finished into the city, and 
the Buffalo and Pittsburg completed, which 
will be at an early day, over one hundred 
trains of passenger and freight cars will ar- 
rive and depart from this city daily. 

New avenues of trade and travel are 
constantly opening. The opening of the 
Sunbury and Erie Railroad, from Milton, in 
Northumberland county, to Williamsport, 
in Lycoming county, Pennsylvania, which 
took place on the 18th of December last, 
completed the chain of railroads uniting 
Philadelphia with Buffalo. The distance 
between this city and Philadelphia, by a 
continuous line of railroad, is 419 miles, 
while by the route via New York, it is 
558 miles. This is an important matter to 
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the mercantile community of this city, and 
we doubt not but that our merchants will 
avail themselves of the advantages which 
are here offered them of trading with that 
city. The distances by this new route are 
as follows: From Buffalo to Hornellsville, 
91 miles; Hornellsville to Elmira, 58 miles; 
Elmira to Philadelphia, via Williamsport 
and Milton, 270; total, 419 miles. This 
direct line to Philadelphia will soon bring 
additional business for our transaction, and 
swell the increase of our revenue. 


New York Ceniral Railroad. 
This road is in a very prosperous con- 
dition, and has done an immense passenger 
and freight business during the year. Ow- 
ing to the high prices that have so generally 
prevailed throughout the season, holders of 
every description of produce were anxious to 
get their property to market as early as 
possible, and the several roads leading east- 
ward had more freight in their depots than 
they were able at all times to transport.— 
For several weeks, prior to the close of navi- 
gation, the Central Railroad had consigned 
to it the greater portion of the rolling freight 
received by lake, and although the road was 
carrying off 3,000 bbls. of flour, beef, pork, 
ete., per day, they were unable to keep any 
portion of their large depot clear; and when 
navigation closed, there were over 50,000 
bbls. of flour and provisions piled up in and 
around the depot. 

Tux following table will show the leading articles car- 
ried by the New York Central Railroad, from this city to 
Rochester, Albany, and New York, during the year ending 
September 30th, 1854, and the value of the same : 
bbls. 260,195 $ 2,081,560 

9,593 24) 


234,137 











1,6: 
195151, 
55,000 4,125,000 





1,917 
Tbs 4,656,423 
1,688,343 

1 






Total value... $12,803,631 

‘The amount of up freight received at this point is esti- 

mated at 70,000 tons, principally dry goods, groceries, and 
general merchandise, and is valued at $25,000,000. 


‘above table. 





We have for the past three or four years 
been permitted to use the freight books of 
the Central Railroad, in making up our 
yearly statement of produce carried from 
this city by that road, from January to Jan- 
uary. This year, however, we have only 
been allowed to use the books up to the 
80th of September, and the result is the 
This statement, while it shows 
the amount of freight carried for twelve 
months, does not by any means give the 
quantity transported for the year 1854.— 
During the months of October, November 
and December of that year, this road carried 
nearly three times as much freight as during 
the same months of 1853. If, for instance, 
we take the quantity of flour received by 
lake, and by the State Line and Buffalo 
and Brantford Railroads, and add to that 
the amount manufactured by our mills, and 
deduct from that total the quantity sent for- 
ward by the canal, by the river to Tona- 
wanda, and by the Buffalo & New York 
City and Niagara Falls Railroads, and esti- 
mate the amount consumed in Buffalo, the 
balance must have gone forward by the 
Central Railroad ; and it will foot up nearly 
350,000 bbls. for the year 1854, or an in- 
crease over 1858 of 150,000 bbls. There 
is also a proportionate increase in the ship- 
ments of all other articles of freight by that 
road for the year. 

The annual report of the road to the State 
Engineer, for the year ending September 
30th, 1854, gives the following amount of 
freight in tons transported by the road: 


The product of the forest 45,530 
The product of animals. 115,417 
Vegetable food 156,204 
Other agricult I 
Manufacturers. 

Merchandise 
Other article: 













Total...... 549,805 


Passenger ‘Freight 

transp'tion. — transp'tion. 
Expenses of operating the road.$904,321 58 $684,900 32 
Expenses of maintaining road.. 535,847 95 303,780 79 
Expenses of repairing machin’y. 847,692 60 311,398 99 









From ngers. 
From freight - - 
From other sources. 


2,479,820 66 
286,909 95 
——— 35,918,334 50 
STRUCTION. 
8,088,041 23 





PAYMENTS OTHER THAN FOR C1 


For transportation expenses 
For interest. 










111,059 59 
——_ , 767,572 69 
$1,125,595 75 


* Rated as yma ist class, 187; do. 2d and 


24 TRADE AND COMMERCE OF 





This road paid their dividends of August 
and February, 4 per cent each, on the Ist 
of February, 1855, in 7 per cent bonds.— 
The interest on the August dividends was 


paid in cash. 

We also gather the following from the 
same report: 
Capital stock .._ $23,085,600 00 








Amount paid in 5 re 22,218,983 SL 
Total amdunt now paid in of Capital Stock. 23/0677415 00 
Amount of Capital Stock still unpaid 
Funded debt, as by last report... 
Total amount now, of funded debi 
Total amount now, of funded ai 
Gebt The whole’ amount of these accept 
ances outstanding on 30th September, 1864, 















‘Which has been reduce 
tion of this report t 8,600 
Average rate per annum of interest on fanded debt, 

6 67-1000 ¥ ct. 


Length of road laid: Albany to Buffalo direct 
Length of double track, including sidings. 
No. of engines 









8-wheel § emigrant, 55. 
cars. $ Baggage, etc., 65; freight, 


The Central Road have had built, duning 
the past season, one of the largest freight 
depots in the United States. It fronts 600 
feet on Ohio street, and 420 feet on the 
dock, with a depth at the west end of 175 
feet, and at the east end, of 163 feet, covering 
two acres of ground. It is a substantial 
brick structure, the roof being supported by 
pine pillars. Opening upon the dock are 
eleven large doors for the receipt and trans- 
mission of freight, and on Ohio street, 
thirteen, where also is the main entrance 
into which lead three railway tracks. One 
track runs directly through the building to 
the dock, to a turn-table from which run 
tracks in either direction to the City Eleva- 
tor, which also belongs to the company, and 
to Fish’s Elevator, east of the depot. The 
location of this depot is a very favorable 
one, and large as are the dimensions of the 
building, it has already been shown by the 
amount of freight stored last fall, when not 
only the building, but the docks were com- 
pletely filled with produce, that the Central 
Company have not over-estimated the com- 
mercial business of our city, in thus largely 
providing for its demands. 

Buffalo and New York City Railroad. 

This is the natural route from Buffalo to 
New York city. It is really the most 
direct and comfortable, and equally expedi- 
tious with any other in the transmission of 
passengers and freight, between the two 





points. The opinion is rapidly gaining 
ground, that the natural terminus of the 
New York and Erie Railroad, on the 
Lakes, is at Buffalo, and not at Dunkirk; 
and that sooner or later, that terminus must 
be abandoned in favor of Buffalo. The 
comparative size and importance of the two 
places, the relative merits of the harbors, 
the different class of vessels that ply to the 
two ports, and the general course of the 
great Western trade, seem strongly to sus- 
tain these views; and in connection with 
this it is a fact worthy of notice, that the 
distance from Hornellsville, over the Buffalo 
and New York City Railroad, via Buffalo 
to Dunkirk, is the same, with the difference 


s;| of four miles, as that from Hornellsville 
‘| direct to Dunkirk, over the Erie Railroad. 


A due regard for their own interests, must, 
finally induce the New York and Erie Rail- 
road Company to make their Western ter- 
minus at Buffalo, and then there ean be no 
doubt of the ultimate prosperity of the 
Buffalo and New York City Railroad.— 
There is no other connection between Buf- 
falo and the New York and Erie Railroad, 
that can at all compete with it; and regar- 
ded as an indispensable link in the chain of 
communication between Buffalo and New 
York, by the way of the latter road, its 
importance at once becomes manifest. The 
distance by this route from the Lake to 
New York, is shorter by twenty-one miles 
than any other, and that with the differ- 
ence of guage, the picturesque character of 
the country, and the great freighting inte- 
rests of the Southern tier of counties, must: 
always give it a great share of business, 
This road, during the early part of the 
year, and in fact since its completion, has 
labored under serious financial embarass- 
ment, and the great error of the managers 
seems to have been in the attempt to build, 
equip and conduct the work on too small a 
stock basis. From a report made by a 
committee who were appointed to examine 
into the affairs of the road, we learn that 
the Company have expended the sum of 
$3,552,035; of which is capital stock, 
$798, 400; debt, funded and floating, $2,. 
753,635. Total cost, $3,552,638. To 
represent this, they have a road ninety-one 
miles in length, from Buffalo to Hornells- 
ville, where it connects with the New York 
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and Erie Railroad, at a point 332 miles 
from New York; a large amount of real 
estate in the heart of Buffalo, and admira- 
bly situated for purposes of business, repre- 
sented as worth not less than $400,000, and 
a very complete rolling stock and equip- 
ment, consisting of 16 locomotives, 16 pas- 
senger cars, 138 freight, 70 gravel, 15 
hand, four baggage, four emigrant, and two 
mail cars. 

The terminus of the Road, which is near 
the heart of the city, its convenient and 
capacious machine shop, the size and loca- 
tion of its freight depot, a large brick 
building covering over an acre of ground, 
situated on Buffalo Creek, in an excellent 
situation for the purpose, all put the Road 
in a condition to do a very large amount of 
business, 

The Road was leased to Mr. Patchin, 
its former President, early in the season of 
1854, and has remained under his manage- 
ment and control up to the present time. 
During the year the Road has done a very 
large and paying business in the transport- 
ation of freight, as will appear by the 
tables which we give below. 

"Tue following table will show « few of the principal ar- 


ticles of produce carried by the Buffalo and New York City 
Railroad, from this city, during the year 1854: 


Flour - -bols. 188,420 $1,107,290 


47,762 





DotA VANIS -naasvanaccennancencsaueneed $3,301,904 


‘The amount of freight, in tons, transported to and from 
all stations on the Road, for the year ending 30th Septem- 
ber, 1854, is as sollows: 





Total: $00 sa esnn <ass/canesaves nace mucnmaas SL O88 


EXPENDITURES: 


Expenses of maintaining Road. 
Expenses of Machinery--- 


Expenses of operating Roa 
‘Total expenses. 


From passengers.. 
From Freight 





















From other sources.. » 8,974 i 
‘Total earnings... $254,770 33 
Balance ee - 62,029 49 


Buffalo & Hrie Railroad. 

This road which is better known as the 
State Line Railroad, is one of the best pay- 
ing roads inthe country. Notwithstanding, 
the difficulties and obstructions the road 
has had to encounter from the people of 
Erie, in their opposition to a change of 
guage at Erie and Harbor Creek, which 
would have saved the company a large sum 
annually which had to be paid in unloading 
and loading their freight cars at those points, 
and permit trains to run through direct 
without delay or detention, the road has 
done a very large and prosperous business 
during the year. 

From the annual report to the State En- 
gineer, we gather the following: 


Expenses of maintainin; 
of repairs of 

























147,892 71 
Wotell satanic $242,763 90 
Earnings from Passengers. $332,992 33 
from Freight.. 160,950 91. 
from other sources. 18,674 82 
Total earnings -..... $507,618 06 
Showing a balance of... .... --.- -------= -- $264,854 16 
Payments other than for construction: 
For Transportation expenses. 
Interest 
Dividends 


Total... a. -2s----2----000=: 


Statement showing the principal articles of Produce 
brought to this city by the Buffalo and Erie Railroad du- 
ring the years 1853 and 1854, with the value of that 
transported for 1854: 





1853, 1854, Value, 1854 
10,724 $01,154 
2081 27,053 

‘552 6,900 
4,785, 7,420 
15,577 155,770 

69 1,982 
210 3210700 

2: y 
08 328300 
11,600 84, 
83,280 999,360 
6,031 90,46: 
769,700 145,455 
441,844 39,765 
320,120 28,810 
411,200 © 41,120 
642,600 64,260 
187,300 12,580 
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1853. 


1,848 
262 


1854. Value, 1854. 
2,851 
60 






Sugar... 
Broom Gorn. 


cars of the Bellefontaine and Indianapolis, 
and other Western Railroads of the same 
gauge of the Buffalo and Erie, commenced 
running through to Buffalo, loaded with 
live stock and rolling freight from towns in 
Ohio and Indiana, and were again loaded 
at this point with freight destined for the 
same places. 

During the year, this road has had built 
a large and commodious Freight Depot, for 
the better accommodation of their immense 
freighting business. The building is locat- 
ed on the corner of Louisiana street and 
the Hamburgh Canal, is of brick, handsome- 
ly designed, and 400 feet in length by 50 
feet in width, with dockage room on the 
canal of 600 feet. Two tracks, for loading 
and unloading of cars, approach it on each 


000] side, affording abundant facilities for dis- 





Total value for 1854 


-$6,397,923 
‘Total value for 1853... 


72,234,273 








Increase for 1854... ..2.-2+--e00-00--- $4,163,650 


There is probably no statement or exhi- 
bit that the Buffalo and Erie Railroad 
could lay before the public, that would tell 
more in favor of that Road, and show its 
importance to Buffalo—the great advan- 
tages it possesses for the transportation of 
freight, and of its excellent management, 
than the table which we give above. Just 
compare the two columns for 1853 and ’54, 
and see what an enormous increase there is 
in the receipts of Live Stock, Flour, Pork, 
Whisky and Provisions, in favor of the past 
year—an increase in the value of over $4,- 
000,000. And yet this large amount 
might have been increased another million 
of dollars, but for the disturbances which 
occurred at Erie and Harbor Creek, in Jan- 
uary and December, of 1854,—two months 
in which more freight is offered for trans- 
portation than any other months in the 
year. This road has brought down a very 
large amount of iron manufactures, such as 
shovels, hoes, scythes,snathes,bar and bundle 
iron, from Pittsburgh, Cincinnati and other 
Western cities, and wooden manufactures 
in large quantities, from Ohio, Pennsylya- 
nia and the western part of our own state; 
which with other articles, “too numerous 
to mention,” we have included in sundries, 
and put them down at $500,000, which we 
are inclined to believe, is considerably un- 
der their real yalue, In November, the 





posing of almost any amount of freight. 
Tue following will show the amount of freight trans- 

ported over the Buffalo and Erie Railroad, to and from all 

stations, during the year ending September 30th, 1854 : 


Products of the Forest. Ths. 9,140,447 
Products of Animals. > 78,250,870 










Merchandise. 

Miscellaneous. 
Wt cc ocaccasasdansadsouseressiee 147,769,955 

Of thisamount about two thirds have been received and 


shipped from this point, and the other third would be the 
share for all other stations. 


Buffalo, Corning and New York Railroad. 

This Road was completed from Corning 
to Batavia, and opened for business early in 
1854. The Road was graded from this 
city to Batavia, several months since, and 
the masonry and bridges finished, and ties 
for the whole distance, on the ground, but 
owing to the condition of the money mar- 
ket, this portion of the Road has not yet 
been completed. Several meetings of the 
Directors have been held within a few 
weeks, and active measures are being ta- 
ken to procure iron for this portion of the 
Road, and confidence is expressed that the 
line will be in running order from this city 
to Corning, during the coming summer.— 
The country from Buffalo to Corning is 
very fine. The soil is good, and the land 
is, much of it, broken and rolling. Saw 
mills are abundant and lumber appears to 
be the great product of the country. This 
Road will open a new region to our citi- 


THE CITY OF BUFFALO. 


27 





zens and business men, and promises not 
only an outlet to our manufactures, but a 
good and growing country for trade and 
general intercourse. 


Buffalo & Niagara Falls Railroad. * 

This road forms a part of the New York 
Central Railroad, and runs from this city to 
the Falls. During the summer season it 
does an enormous passenger business. The 
freight transported over this road is princi- 
pally merchandise, destined for points along 
the road and for Canada. The track and 
passenger depot of this road are used by the 
Buffalo, Brantford & Goderich Railroad from 
this city to Black Rock, and by the Great 
Western Railroad to the Suspension Bridge, 
and by the Buffalo, Lockport & Rochester 
Railroad to Tonawanda, where that road 
switches off. The amount of freight trans- 
ported by the Niagara Falls Railroad is in- 
cluded in the amount of freight transported 
by the Central Railroad as reported to the 
State Engineer. 


Buffalo, Lockport & Rochester Railroad. 

This road also forms part of the New 
York Central Railroad, and its traffic is in- 
cluded in the annual report to the State 
Engineer, which will be found in another 
column. The road was opened through to 
Rochester in the spring of 1853, and trans- 
acts annually a large local passenger and 
freight business, 


Buffalo, Brantford and Goderich Railroad. 


This road was opened for travel from this 
city to Brantford, on the 18th of January, 
1854, and the connection made with the 
Great Western Railroad at Paris, 80 miles 
from Buffalo, early in February following, 
forming an important link in the through 
route from Buffalo to Detroit, and bringing 
these two cities within eight hours’ journey 
of each other. Another important con- 
nection will shortly be made with the Grand 
Trunk Railroad, at Stratford, 32 miles from 
Paris, or 112 miles from Buffalo. This con- 
stitutes another through route from Buftalo 
to Port Sarnia, at the foot of Lake Huron, 
which will be run in connection with a line 
through Northern Michigan. The want of 
funds has retarded the completion of a 
greater portion of the road, and it is to be 
regreted that the progress of the work on 





a railway possessing so many advantages 
for through traffic, and stretching as it does 
from Butialo to Lake Huron, a distance of 
160 miles, through the middle of one of the 
finest agricultural countries on this conti- 
nent, should thus be delayed. From a Re- 
port recently made by the Superintendent 
of the road, we learn that the cost of the 
road, when completed, including rolling 
stock, will be in round figures, $4,000,000. 
Of this amount, $2,470,933 has already 
been expended, and $612,581 has been ob- 
tained, leaving a balance still to be provid- 
ed, to complete the work, of $792,523, a 
sum which should be immediately raised, 
and the work pushed forward to a speedy 
completion. Since the commencement of 
the road, land between Fort Erie and God- 
erich has doubled in value, and population 
and wealth have increased .rapidly under its 
stimulating influence. Goderich, on Lake 
Huron, the Western terminus of this line, 
will soon become a place of great impor- 
tance. Immediately upon the completion 
of the railroad, lines of propellers and stea- 
mers wlll be established, to run in connee- 
tion-with it, to other ports on Lake Huron, 
and the Lakes West. The ship canal at 
Sault Ste Marie, connecting Lakes Huron 
and Superior, will be opened next spring, 
and when the Buffalo and Goderich Rail- 
road shall be completed, and run in connec- 
tion with steamers from the latter place to 
the inviting country on the shores of Lake 
Superior, vast multitudes will resort to that 
region on business and pleasure. ‘The dif- 
ference in distance between Buffalo and 
Lake Superior, is 240 miles less by the 
Buffalo, Brantford and Goderich Railroad 
than by the Lake route. It is quite evi- 
dent, therefore, that this must become a 
popular route, and in time will be the 
great through route from Buffalo to 
Minnesota, and cannot fail to do an im- 
mense business. The contract with the 
builders of the road specified that the 
work was to be completed and the line 
opened for traffic by the middle of June, 
1855; but the work has been so much retar- 
ded in its progress for want of funds, as to 
render it doubtful whether it can be com- 
pleted before the summer of 1856. The 
present equipment of the road, in rolling 
stock, consists of ten locomotives, twelve 
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passenger cars, four mail and baggage, 
twenty-six freight, thirty-two platform, five 
repair and thirty hand cars. 


ESTIMATE FROM BUFFALO TO PARIS. 
Engineering 
Right of way, land damage: 
Masonry, Grading and Bridge: 
‘Ties, laying track and ballasting, inch 

ding cattle guards and road crossing. 200,000 
Iron rail and expense: 515,000 
Chairs and spikes. > 50,000 





















Buildings and fixtu 115,000 

Locomotive and cars. ,000 

‘Tools and machines 18,000 

Docking at Fort Erie 15,000 

Ferry Boat and Ferry __ 40,000 

Right of way from Bufialo to Black Rock 10,000 
$2,000,000 


ESTIMATE FROM PARIS TO GODERICH. 














Le ee 60,000 
Right of way, land damages, and fencing 80,000 
Masonry, Grading and Bridges, as per 

contract, including ties...--......-.. 550,000 
Farm Bridges, and extra Masonry, etc., 

not included in contract. 75,000 
Laying track and Ballastin; - 

tle guards, ete... - 175,000 
Iron rails and expenses. 1,000 
Chairs and spikes... ,000 
Buildings and fixture: 75,000 
Locomotives and cars. 300,000 
Tools and machine: ,000 
Docking at Goderi 5,000 

—— $1,900,000 


The statement which we give below, of 
the produce brought to this city by this 
road, shows a very gratifying result, and 
we have not the least doubt but that the 
returns for 1855 will show a much larger 
amount. 


‘The following table will show the quantity and value of 
produce brought to this city, by the Buffalo, Brantford and 
Goderich Railroad, for the year ending January 26th, 1855 : 


ARTIOLES. 
Flour, bbls 
‘Wheat, bu. 
Barley, bu 
Oats, bu 
Lumber, ft 
Shingles, bunches. 
i 


VALUE. 


QUANTITY. 
149. 








00 | Lafayette coal. 


The Buffalo and Pittsburg Rail Road. 

The speedy completion of this road is a 
matter of great importance to the city of 
Buffalo—next to the Erie Canal.. It is 
intended to connect with a road leading to 
Pittsburg, forming the most direct routes 
to that city and the upper valley of the 
Ohio. It is also intended to connect with 
the Sunbury and Erie road leading to Phil- 
adelphia, making the shortest route to that 
city, Baltimore and Washington; and while 
it will afford us increased facilities for inter- 
course with those and other important 
points, it will at the same time afford us 
that which is of still greater consequence, 
viz: an abundant supply of a superior qual- 
ity of Bituminous coal, besides opening to 
our market the vast Lumber regions of 
McKean and other counties of western 
Pennsylvania. The line of this road is 
southerly from the city of Buffalo to the 
State line, in the valley of the Tunaugnaut 
Creek, passing through the villages of East 
and West Aurora, Wales, Holland, Protec- 
tion, Yorkshire, Machias, Ellicottville, &e.— 
one of the most beautiful and fruitful por- 
tions of Western New York. At the State 
line it will connect with the Lafayette Rail 
Road, running off southerly to the connec- 
tions spoken of above. Ninety miles from 
the city, by the line of those roads, we 
strike the Lafayette coal beds, described by 
Professor Hall as being of large extent, and 
yielding Bituminous and Cannel coal of 
a superior quality. The gradients of these 
roads are generally descending toward the 
city, thus affording the greatest possible 


"| facility for transporting the coal at the least, 


possible cost. The great object in the con- 
struction of the B, and P. Rail Road is the 
coal, the lumber, and the trade which it 
will bring to this city. We are now pay- 


5/ing $7,50 per ton for Bituminous coal, 


which it is said is inferior in quality to the 
It is estimated by Prof. 


068} Hall, Mr. Allen, the President, and Mr. 





Peas, bu, 
Serap Iron, bbls. 











Blackwell, the Chief Engineer of this road, 
that by it coal can be supplied to this city, 
from those mines, at a price not exceeding 
$3 per ton, at the outside, and probably 


00 
for $2.50, thus saving from $4.50 to $5 


per ton. The saving to the city, in one 
year, on the amount of coal now used here, 
(estimated at 150,000 tons,) would be 
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nearly equal to one-half the cost of the 
road; add to this some five or six hundred 
thousand tons, which would be required to 
supply the demand when it can be sold 
here for $3 per ton, and some idea may be 
formed of the importance of this road to 
the city. There are other objects, also, 
which of themselves are of great conse- 
quence, but which in the overshadowing 
one of coal, we are apt to lose sight of— 
A correspondent of one of our cotempora- 
ries, in a communication some days since, 
estimates the amount of pine lumber annu- 
ally manufactured along the line of this 
road, and within a range of 60 to 80 miles 
from this city, at twenty millions of feet, 
besides two millions of shingles. “The 
Union,” published at Ellicottville, says, 
“This estimate is entirely too low. We 
have single mills that manufacture nearly 
as much lumber and shingles as this writer 
estimates to be the whole product. There 
are some twelve or fifteen mills in opera- 
tion that the editor knows of, which manu- 
facture some 20,000 feet of lumber per day. 
That will give some idea of the lumber 
business to be reached and accommodated 
by the Buffalo and Pittsburg Rail Road.” 
Without going into figures to set down the 
millions of feet of boards, and the almost 
countless bunches of shingles which are 
manufactured every year along the line, 
and which will, as a matter of course, seek 
this market, we may say with perfect pro- 
priety, that there is all and more than can 
be transported by one Rail Road. It is, 
perbaps, not a matter of surprise, that as 
the money market has been for the last 
few months, this work has been stopped 
temporarily for want of means. It was 
doubtless a prudential measure on the part 
of the directors, but it will be a marvel if, 
when the times shall improve, as they will 
by and by, the citizens of Buffalo do not 
see to it that the means are forth coming 
with which to complete it, at the earliest 
day possible. ‘We repeat, in our judgment, 
it is of more consequence to the future 
prosperity of our city than any other work, 
the enlargement of the Erie Canal alone 
excepted. Certain it is that, with the facil- 
ities afforded by this road, for furnishing us 
with superior coal to almost any required 
extent, at the low price estimated, with the 





means we have of obtaining iron ore and 
other materials for manufacturing, we shall 
possess advantages in this respect which: 
few cities enjoy. 





Lake Marine. 

There is probably not on the whole chain 
of Lakes a point better adapted, or having 
more advantages for carrying on Ship- 
building successfully, than Buffalo. The 
facilities here obtained in building every 
class and description of vessel, are unsur- 
passed. This fact is made apparent by the 
large amount of tonnage here annually built, 
a considerable portion of which is for parties 
residing in other lake cities, In our city are 
located a large number of Machine and 
Boiler shops, and Founderies, where every 
description of engines and boilers, and all 
the iron work that is required in the con- 
struction and equipment of steamers and 
propellers, can be made as well and as cheap * 
as at any other point on the lakes, which 
fact is borne out by the reputation our 
mechanics have gained abroad by their work, 
and by the many vessels built by them. 
The several yards in the city, have been 
fully engaged during the past year, and a 
very large amount of new tonnage has been 
turned out. It will be seen by a table which 
we give hereafter, that Buffalo has suffered 
severely by losses of vessels during the year, 
and particularly last fall by the heavy gales 
on the lakes. These vessels can not be 
spared from our trade, and their places will 
have to be supplied on the opening of navi- 
gation. The severe monetary pressure that 
has so generally prevailed, prevented the 
owners of these vessels from building during 
the fall and winter, and consequently there is 
but very little doing in our ship yards this 
winter, except in repairing, of which we 
notice considerable work going on. 


Tue following isa list of the Steamers, Propellers, 
and Sail Vessels, their tonnage, and by whom built, at 
this port, during the year 1854: 

STeEAMERs. Borupers. 
‘Western World-. 
Plymouth Rock... 
‘Total steamers -- 
PROPELLERS. 
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Barques. 
Great West.. 
Emily J. Ral 










765:53 
85:23 


Total barques...----+--0e -----ee2 == 
Bries. 
Empire State....--------- 
ScHoonrrs. 
Maple Leaf. 
George M, Chapman 





There is at present, in the several yards 
in this city, but a small amount of tonnage 
on the stocks commenced in the fall of 
1854. For several winters past, there have 
generally been two or three large steamers 
constructed for the different railroad lines. 
These roads are now pretty well supplied, 
and this winter there will probably be no 
steamers built. 

At Messrs. Bidwell & Banta’s yard, the 
only new vessel on the stocks is a large 
wrecking propeller, of about 200 tons bur- 
then. She is to have two Engines from 
Shepard’s Iron Works, and will, we under- 
stand, be a very powerful vessel. Such a 
tug has long been required to aid vessels 
in distress, or ashore off the harbor in severe 
gales. Buffalo has already a large number 
of small tugs, but none sufficiently powerful 
to be able to go into the lake at all times 
and render’ assistance to vessels which are 
unable to make our harbor, or which may 
be in danger of going ashore. 

This firm is now about contracting, for 
building three propellers; two for parties in 
Detroit, and one for a Buffalo House, all of 
which are to be out next spring. 

At Messrs. Jones’ yard there are four ves- 
sels now on the stocks; one barque of about 
400 tons, for Capt. Glass; two schooners of 
300 tons each, for Hiram Niles and other 
parties; and one schooner of 330 tons for 
Capt. M. Dimick. 

AtE. K. Bruce’s yards, adjoining Bidwell 
& Banta’s, there is a schooner of 350 tons, 








and a scow schooner of 250 tons, on the 
stocks. . 

Sims & Brother are building a tug of 
about 100 tons burthen, on the canal, which 
will be out early in the spring. 

These are all the vessels that we could 
learn of as now on the stocks, or which are 
likely to be built during the present winter, 

There is also building, at the portof Cleve- 
land, one propeller, of about 500 tons bur- 
then, for a Buffalo house. 

Under the head of “Tonnage of the 
Lakes,” we give a list of the vessels owned 
in this District, so far as we have been able 
to ascertain them. The books of the Cus- 
tom House show a much longer list, and 
some 15,000 more tons, than does our 
statement. Vessels which have gone out of 
this District, and whose enrollments have 
not been surrendered, and other vessels that 
have been lost for several years past, and of 
which the collector has no official informa- 
tion, still remain on his books as belonging 
to the District. All these we have struck 
out, and the list is as perfect as it was pos- 
sible to make it. 

That statement shows that there are the 
following number of steamers, propellers 
and sail vessels, with their tonnage and 
value, as appraised by the Marine Inspec- 
tors, now belonging to this district. 

















No. Class. ‘Tons. Value. 
16 Steamers -18,917,28 $1,693,000 
44 Propellers. 219,564,11 852,000 
4 Barques 2 2,514,70 77,000 
28 Brigs .._ = 7,490,904 202,500 
83 Schooners - 716,555,74 410,700 
175 64,942,87 $3,235,200 


‘Tux following list will show the names, tonnage, and 
value of new vessels which have been built during the 
year 1854, and added to the tonnage of the District of 
Buffalo Oreek : 


Tons. 


Value. 







Propellers Oriental 
Plymouth 





‘Lotal steam... 
Barques Great West 


Brig Empire State 
Schooners Arab 
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Tons. Value. 
Richard Mott 396:94 13,000 
312:47 12,000 
306:25 12,000 
165:00 6,000 
158:14 7,000 
229:82 8,500 





020:79 $217,500 
73,028:35 ” 223,000 
9,944:19 $440,500 

The Marine of this district has suffered 
severely during the past season. The list 
of vessels that have gone out of existence, 
which we give below, and which were 
valued in the aggregate at $203,000, is by 
no means the total loss sustained by our 
vessel owners. Half a million of dollars 
will not cover the loss of vessels wrecked and 
suuk, and of ethers which have suffered by 
collisions, gales, and by being driven ashore. 


Total sail .. 
‘Total steam... 











‘Tux following will show the names, tonnage and val- 
ue of vessels belonging to the District of Buffalo Oreek, 
which have been wrecked and become a total loss, du- 
ring the year 1854: 











‘Fons. Value. 

Steamer Garden City. 657:31 $60,000 
Propeller Westmorelai 35,000 
Bucephalus. 42 25,000 

H. A. Kent 20,000 

Barque Trade Wind. 13,000 
Brigs W. Monteath 7,000 
Northampton. 500 





Total... -..-.------20 2-2 =-----4,435:35 $208,000 


The above estimate of valuation does not 
include the cargoes of the vessels lost. 

It will, however, be seen that, while we 
lose 4,435 tons during the season, we gain 
in new tonnage added to the district 9,944, 
or an increase over 1853 of 5,509 tons.— 
During the season, two of the vessels in our 
table of new tonnage were sold out of the 
district, as were also two or three old vessels, 
and about the same number have been 
brought into the District which,on the whole, 
gives us an increase in 1854 of about 5,500 
tons. The list of disasters on the Lakes for 
1854, and other interesting tables, will be 
found in our article on “Tonnage of the 
Lakes.” 


Manufactures. 

The interest felt by the inhabitants of 
Buffalo, in the Manufacturing business of 
the city, which has materially increased du- 
ring the past three or four years, has re- 


| gressive spirit of the age. 





cently received additional impetus from the 
near prospect of an almost unlimited sup- 
ply of fuel at a greatly reduced price. The 
rapidity with which Buffalo has grown from 
a hamlet toa city, has heretofore outstrip- 
ped the increase of Capital; and while the 
advantages bestowed upon us by nature, 
have impelled us forward on the highway 
of prosperity, the growth of our manufac~ 
tures has been unheeded in the more brill- 
iant progress of our Commerce. To the ra- 
pid settlement of the West, whose products 
have been poured in a constantly swell- 
ing stream into our port on their way to 
the ocean, have we mainly been indebted 
for this almost magical growth. Our ci- 
tizens have thus had suflicient to occupy 
their attention, in keeping pace with the 
progress of Commerce, without giving their 
thoughts to investments in manufactures, 
which have been hitherto rather forced upon 
us by necessity than fostered with the pro- 
During the past 
three or four years an important change has 
taken place. With the increase of popula- 
tion, capital has swelled and seeks invest- 
ment. The fact has been realized that all 
the natural advantages which make this ci- 


500) ty one of the most important Commercial 
points in the United States, tell with equal 


force upon its manufacturing interests. As 
the West becomes more largely populated, 
the demand for manufactured articles in- 
creases, and as our locality obliges us to re- 
ceive from the West the great bulk of her 
produce, so it enables us to send forth to 
her with the greatest facility and at the 
least expense, those articles which she re- 
quires in return. It is now generally conce- 
ded that Buffalo will certainly ere long 
rank among the first manufacturing cities 
in the Union, and important as the com- 
mercial interests of the city are acknowl- 
edged to be, the attention which the manu- 
facturing business has recently excited, and 
the large investments which have been 
made in it during the past two or three 
years, prove to what point the views of cap- 
italists and practical men are now directed. 
Much as the importance of the promised 
supply of Coal, by means of the Buffalo and 
Pittsburg Railroad has been discussed since 
the project of the construction of the road 
was first conceived, it is doubtful whether 
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the public mind yet fully appreciates the 
advantages which are certain to accrue to 
the city from the completion of that work. 
A visit to the various manufactories which 
are now in operation, and an examination 
into the present extent of their business, 
and the benefits they. would derive from a 
cheap and plentiful supply of fuel, will be 
sufficient to convince any reflecting mind, 
that the importance of the road, to the fu- 
ture welfare of the city has not, and cannot 
be over estimated. Buffalo, in her relation 
to the Coal fields of Pennsylvania, and in 
the advantage of her position, in the elements 
of wealth within herself, and in the character 
of her population, is the best place in the 
United States for manufacturing. 

The Pittsburgh Coal is especially adap- 
ted to the working of metals. It will also 
coke well—yielding a silvery, light, clean 
fuel, particularly fit for manufacturing Steel. 
Then the Metals. Buffalo is the natural 
outlet for the Lake Superior Copper and 
Tron. It is. the true point too for the man- 
ufacture of both. The Copper is now car- 
ried past her through the Erie Canal, to 
the Lehigh Coal upon the seaboard. It is 
taken to New Haven, to Baltimore, to 
Philadelphia, New York, Boston, Water- 
bury, and Humphreysville. It is there 
smelted with fuel which costs according to 
the locality, from $4 to $10 aton. Here 
very soon, it can be reduced with coal, that 
will cost not to exceed $2,50 and probably 
only $2,15 the ton. Every consideration 
of economy, of convenience, and of relation 
requires that Buffalo be the seat of the 
American Copper Manufactures, and she 
inevitably will. 

So of the extraordinarily good iron ores 
of Lake Superior. They will be smelted in 
this town. Blast Furnaces will be erected 
in Buffalo within three years. It will be 
cheaper to carry those rich ores to the fuel, 
than the fuel tothe ores. The ores of Lake 
Champlain are now actually transported 
through Buffalo to the south part of Ohio, 
and to Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania. They 
also |go down the Hudson River—as do 
those of New Jersey go up the River, and 
to New England. When the Lake Super- 
ior minerals can meet a fuel so cheap as the 
coal in Buffalo will be, there they will stop. 
This is the law of trade. And upon it will 





be erected here a great Manufacture of Pig 
Tron, and in connection with it, Rolling 
Mills for bars and rods, Mills for nails, and 
Machinery for wire. It must not be for- 
gotten that the ores of Superior will come 
to Buffalo without re-shipment, and with 
but one handling—that these ores will be 
in a great measure the return freight of 
vessels that carry up the supplies and the 
merchandize of those regions—and that the 
freight upon them to Buffalo will always be 
as cheap as it would be, if the vessel stop- 
ped short, even at Milwaukee. Now those 
iron ores of Lake Superior are destined to 
create a peculiar manufacture. They will, 
if well worked, produce a quality of Iron 
such as cannot be got from Europe. The 
Coal that will be delivered here from Me- 
Kean county, will be so pure, that all the 
excellencies of that remarkable metal will 
be preserved in the working. 

This Lake Superior Iron will also fur- 
nish to Buffalo the material for a Steel 
Manufacture, that should make this place 
the Sheffield of America. The McKean 
county Coal will make a perfect Coke, and 
charcoal from hard wood can ‘for years and 
years be got from a district of heavily 
wooded country, lying in a small circle 
about Buffalo, that will include a portion of 
Canada, and at very cheap rates. 

The abundance and cheapness of choice 
lumber in Buffalo, from the Upper Lake and 
the Canadian mills, will make the place, in 
connection with its cheap fuel, a centre for 
manufactureing wood work for every des- 
cription of buildings. The entire inside 
work of houses and churches for Savannah 
and Mobile, is frequently got out here by 
machinery, in the establishments of the Ea- 
tons and the Dart Brothers. The business 
can be indefinitely increased. 

Sandstone, capable of making excellent 
glass, abounds upon portions of the line of 
the Buffalo and Pittsburgh Road. McKean 
county is rich in curled maple, black walnut, 
cherry and ash. 

As a centre for making flour with steam 
power, Buffalo will early attract the atten- 
tion of Millers. With coal at $2,15, there 
will be an enormous amount of Wheat 
ground here. All the choicest qualities from 
Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, 
and Canada, now come to Buffalo for sale, 
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The market here will always be supplied, 
and any number of mills can be furnished 
directly from the holds of vessels with every 
description of grain raised in the west. 

There are few points more favorably 
situated for distributing manufactures than 
Buffalo. Let any one take up a map of 
western New York on which the railroads 
are marked out, and see how accessable from 
every quarter Buffalo is, and how to every 
point of the compass her manufactures can 
be easily and cheaply distributed. The 
winter does not embago us. ‘The summer 
opens tous, in addition to the numerous 
railroad routes, the cheap and easy channels 
of Lake Erie, and the Erie Canal. At all 
seasons of the year, at all hours of the day 
and the night, freight can be sent from Buf- 
falo, for hundreds of miles in every direction 
from that city as a center, into Canada, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, 
Michigan, and the illimitable West. Look 
at the Map, and see how the town is at the 
hub of the wheel—how like spokes, the 
natural and articficial routes of transport- 
ation, by water and by rail, radiate from her 
in all directions. 

The position which Nature and Art have 
given Buffalo, the certainty of her soon hav- 
ing an inexhaustible supply of cheap and 
most excellent fuel, the abundance of her 
Labor, and the cheapness of her land, point 
to her as the most desirable place in the 
North, in which to invest, in real estate, and 
to establish large and varied Industrial Pur- 
suits. 





Iron Manufactures. 


The Tron manufactures of Buffalo are 
probably the most important of her me- 
chanical interests. She has numerous and 
very large steam engine building establish- 
ments, stove and car wheel founderies and 
machine shops of every discription. 

The Buffalo Steam Engine Works is the 
largest iron establishment in the city. It 
was incorporated in 1841, and has been ex- 
tending its business and increasing its capital 
yearly, until now it is the most extensive 
foundery and machine shop west of New 
York. The buildings are located on the 
corner of Ohio and Washington streets, and 
cover over two acres of ground, The 
capital of the company is now about $275,- 








000. These works consume about 1,500 
tons of pig iron, and several hundred tons of 
boiler and wrought iron annually. The valuo 
of the raw material consumed during the year 
was from 120 to $125,000, and the amount 
of work turned out 225 to $230,000. The 
number of hands who receive employment. 
ranges from 200 to250 men. Business has 
however been very dull during the past fall 
and winter, and the number of hands em- 
ployed has not been over 125 to 150. Du- 
ring the year new machinery and tools have 
been added, which places the establishment 
in a better position by 50 per cent than in 
1853. New buildings have been erected, 
and every facility obtained for carrying on 
locomotive building, which branch of busi- 
ness will be commenced at an early day. 

Shepard’s Iron Works are located on 
Ohio and Chicago streets. This is an ex- 
tensive establishment, and is principally 
engaged in the building of steam engines, 
boilers, and the manufacture of all kinds of 
machinery for steamboats and propellers. 
The amount of capital invested is about 
$100,000. The Works consume over 600 
tons of pig iron and about 450 tons of 
boiler plate, annually. During the busy 
season they employ about 200 hands and 
turn out about $250,000 worth of work. 

The Buffalo City Furnace and Steam 
Engine Works, on the corner of Elk and 
Mississippi streets, manufacture every de- 
scription of stationary and marine engines, 
boilers, and mill gearing, and every variety 
of castings. A change has been made in 
the proprietorship of this establishment, 
and the business considerably extended.— 
The capital employed is about $50,000. 
The amount of raw material consumed du- 
ring the year, was from 30 to $35,000, 
and the amount of work turned out, about 
$80,000. When fully in operation they 
employ about one hundred hands. 

The Buffalo Eagle Iron Works is a new 
establishment, which went into operation 
in January, 1854. Here are manufactured 
every description of castings and machine- 
ry. The foundery and finishing shop are 
very large and commodious buildings, and 
are sitnated on the corner of Perry and 
Mississippi streets. They commenced with 
a capital of about $60,000, and have giv- 
en employment to from 75 to 100 men.— 
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They have worked up about $40,000 worth of 
raw material, and have turned out from 75 to 
$80,000 worth of manufactures. They have re- 
cently given notice that they intended extending 
their capital to $100,000- 

The Vulcan Foundry, located on the corner of 
Lecouteulx and Fly streets, changed hand during 
the past season. Extensive additions have been 
made to the building, and the new proprietors 
will be prepared, by the spring, to do a very 
large business, They have about $50,000 invest- 
ed in the business, and employ from 40 to 50 
hands. They consume from 60 to $70,000 worth 
of raw material, and turn out about $90,900 
worth of work. 

Burrato Iron Works, of which Pratt & Co. 
are the agents, are located at Black Rock.— 
Here are manufactured bar iron, cut nails, press 
spikes, from pig, scrap and bloom iron. This 
establishment employs a capital of about $100- 
000, It consumes annually over 5,000 tons of 
coal, 1,000 tons of scrap iron, 500 tons bloom 
and 1,500 tons pig iron. About 100 men ob- 
tain employment, and the works turn out over 
$150,000 worth of work yearly. 

Pucenrx Iron Works, owned by John New- 
man, are located on Ohio street, above the Ba- 
sin. Here are built every description of high 
and low pressure Steam Engines and Boilers. 
From 40 to 45 hands receive employment, and 
the work turned out during the year will amount 
to about $35,000. 

Niagara Force is a new establishment which 
commenced operations in the spring of 1854. 
The buildings are situate on the corner of Per- 
ry street and the Ohio Basin Slip. Here are 
manufactured all kinds of heavy forging, such 
as propeller shafts, locomotive cranks, car 
axles, anchors, and all kinds of heavy hammer- 
ed iron work for steamers, propellers, ete. The 
proprietor, C. D. Delany, has spared no pains or 
expense in bringing this establishment to per- 
fection, and it is now probably unequaled by 
any similar works west of New York. The 
capital employed is about $40,000, and the 
works are capable of turning out $100,000 
worth of manufactures annually. 

Union Furnace is situate on the corner of 
Swan and Pollard streets, and is owned by T. 
J. Dudley & Co. The amount of capital in- 
vested is about $380,000; and when in full op- 
eration, employment is given to about 70 hands. 
The works consume $25,000 worth of raw ma- 





terial, turning out about $50,000 worth of man- 
ufactures. 

Tue Eacie Furnace of Jewett & Root, is a 
very extensive Stove and Hollow Ware Foun- 
dry, and is located on Mississippi street, run- 
ning through to the canal. This establishment 
consumes about 2,500 tons of pig iron, or 
$125,000 worth of raw material, turning out 
$250,000 worth of work, and giving employ- 
ment to about 200 hands. 

Tue Burraro Bovr anp River Works are 
not now in operation. They are located at the 
head of Michigan street, and have facilities for 
turning out at least $50,000 worth of work an- 
nually, in the shape of railroad and bridge 
bolts, boiler rivets, and all kinds of screw work. 

Burrato Iron Raine Works of George 
Jones, are situate on Pearl street, in rear of the 
American Hotel. At this establishment are 
manufactured iron fences, bank vault doors, 
iron shutters, etc. About $8,000 is invested in 
the business, and the value of the raw material 
consumed is about $6,000, Employment is 
given to about 12 hands, and the yearly value 
of the manufactures is about $13,000. 

Cuinton Iron Works.—R. M. Eddy & Co. 
are engaged in the manufacture of iron fence, 
railing, balconies, iron doors, shutters, ete.— 
Their foundry is situated on Jackson street, 
and their finishing shop on Clinton street, im- 
mediately below Washington. They employ 
about 20 men, and have invested in their busi- 
ness between $12,000 and $15,000. They con- 
sume about $8,000 worth of material, and turn 
out work to the value of $15,000. 

There are also several smaller establishments 
in the city, where the same kind of work is 
turned out, and which, in the aggregate, 
amounts to a considerable sum annually. 


COPPER AND BRASS MANUFACTORIES. 

Tue Eacte Brass Founpry of Frank Colli- 
gon, is situated on the corner of Washington 
and Perry streets. Here are manufactured 
portable steam engines, Termper’s Gover nor, 
pumps, lathes, etc., and every description of 
brass and copper castings. Employment is 
given to about 20 hands, and about $30,000 
worth of manufactures has been turned out 
during the year. 

Tue LaFayerre Brass anp Bett. Founpry 
of Good & Moore, manufacture Church, Steam- 
boat and other Bells, as well as copper and 
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brass castings of various kinds. This estab- 
lishment is located on Ohio street. They em- 
ploy about 20 hands, and turn out a large 
amount of work annually. 


TOOL MANUFACTORIES. 

L,& 1.J. Wurre have an extensive establish- 
ment on Ohio street, where they manufacture 
every description of axes, planes, and mechan- 
ies’ edge tools. This firm have about $25,000 
invested in their business,and they give employ- 
ment to about 45 hands, They consume about 
$20,000 worth of material and turn out $50,000 
worth of work yearly. 

Harpy & Cottson have an establishment on 
the corner of Hospital and Court streets, ad- 
joining Eatons’ Planing Mill, where they manu- 
facture and cut over every description of files, 
such as are used in saw mills and machine shops 
in our city. They give employment to four or 
five men, who turn out about 20 doz. files per 
week of different sizes. 

Georce Parr is engaged, in the same build- 
ing, in the manufacture of awls, screw-drivers, 
chisels, punches, etc. This establishment gives 
employment to about fifteen hands, who turn 
out from 12,000 to $15,000 worth of work 
yearly, © 

Joun Rozerts & Co. manufacture every 
description of saws at their works on the corner 
of Swan and Washington streets. From 10 to 
12 men receive employment here, who turn out 
annually work of the value of $12 to $15,000. 

Surron & Bro. have a manufactory on Me- 
chanic street, where are made morticing and 
drilling tools, augers, ete. This establishment 
is capable of turning out $15,000 worth of work 
annually. 

WHITE LEAD MANUFACTORIES. 

There are two extensive establishments en- 
gaged in the manufacture of white lead, located 
in our city. The “ Niagara White Lead Works” 
are on the corner of Delaware and Virginia 
streets, and the “ Buffalo White Lead Works” 
on the corner of Georgia and Sixth streets.— 
They employ from 85 to 40 men each, and have 
facilities for turning out over 1500 tons of 
white lead each, during the year. These Works 
are doing a very large amount of business, and 
both establishments are in a prosperous condi- 
tion. : 

SHOOK MANUFACTORIES. 

Suaw & Krszie have an extensive establish- 

ment on the ship canal above Pratt and Wad- 





ham’s slip, where they manufacture shooks for 
the Cuban Market. They employ a capital of 
15 to $18,000; have five stave jointers and two 
double dressers, capable of jointing and dress- 
ing 8000 gross staves per day, or 800 shooks. 
They give work to 18 coopers and 20 laborers. 
This establishment only went into operation 
late in the fall. 

Tatcorr & Hauer are also engaged in the 
same business at their manufactory on Hatch’s 
slip. They employ from 35 to 40 hands, and 
have dressed nearly one million staves during 
the year. 

AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENT MANUFAC- 

TORIES, 

Joun A. Pirrs has avery large establish- 
ment on Carolina street, near the canal, which 
covers over one and a half acres of ground, 
where he manufactures every description of 
threshing machines, horse-powers, separators, 
and corn and cob mills. Mr. Pitts has about 
$60,000 invested in the business and gives con- 
stant employment to between 50 and 60 men, 
turning out over $100,000 worth of work yearly, 

R. L. Howarp & Co. are extensively engag- 
ed in the manufacture of Ketchum’s patent 
mowing machine, at their works on the corner 
of Chicagostreet and the Hamburgh Canal. They 
give employment to about 50 men, who are 
principally engaged in putting together the 
machines, the woodwork being mostly made in 
the country. During the past year, they have 
built over 2000 machines, and have turned out 
over $200,000 worth of work. 

Tue American Mowing and Reaping Machine 
Company have a similar establishment on Scott 
street, where are manufactured Forbush’s pa- 
tent mower and reaper. They have construct- 
ed during the year, bet ween 300 and 400 ma- 
chines, turning out nearly $40,000 worti of 
work. 

PLANING MILLS. 

There are several large planing mills loca- 
ted in our city, which in the aggregate turn out 
a very large amount of planed lumber, together 
with door-panels, sash, blinds, ete. Among the 
number are: 

Dart & Broruer’s establishment, located on 
the corner of the Ohio Basin and the Ohio Slip. 
This mill has dressed over 5,000,000 ft. lumber 
during the year, and turned out a very large 
amount of work, such as mouldings, doors, 
blinds, window-sash, and sidings. 
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P. B. & L. L. Earon’s mill is located on the 
corner of Court and Hospital streets. They 
employ over 50 men, and dress and manufacture 
lumber into flooring, siding, doors, sashes, 
blinds, ete. This is one of the most extensive 
establishments in the country, and their work 
finds a ready market in nearly every State of 
the Union. They use the Woodworth patent, 
and have three of these machines, which are 
kept constantly at work, 

Van Styxe, Evans & Co. are also engaged in 
the same business. ‘Their mill is on Mechanic 
strect, near the Canal. They employ about 40 
men, and have facilities for dressing over 4,- 
000,000 feet of lumber, yearly, besides turning 
out a very large amount of doors, sashes, 
blinds, and every description of wood work re- 
quired in building. 

E. &. B. Houmes have a similar establishment 
on the corner of Michigan street and the Ham- 
burgh Canal, where they are doing a large busi- 
ness in the manufacture of wash-bvards, house- 
mouldings, sash and blinds, and dressed lumber. 
They do a business of about $50,000 per an- 
num, and employ about 24 men. Their mill is 
capable of dressing about 3,000,000 ft. of lum- 
ber during the year, and they have facilities for 
turning out between 12,000 and 15,000 dozen 
metalic wash-boards, 

A. H. Frank has a small establishment on 
the corner of Clinton and Oak streets, which 
gives employment to 10 or 12 men, and which 
is capable of turning out $25,000 to $30,000 
worth of wood work, for houses, during the 
year. 

There are some ten or twelve smaller estab- 
lishments located in the city, engaged in sash, 
blind, and door manufacturing, which employ 
from 5 to 8 men each, and turn out, in the ag- 
gregate, a large amount of work. 

LAST AND PEG MANUFACTORY. 

Hi. Wina & Co. are extensively engaged in 
the manufacture of lasts, boot-trees, shoe-pegs, 
etc., at their establishment on Exchange street. 
They have a large amount of machinery at 
work, and employ from 20 to 25 hands. The 
capital invested is about $20,000, and they are 
enabled to work up over 800 cords of maple 
wood for lasts, 100 twelve-feet logs for pegs, 
and a large amount of different kinds of lumber 
for crimps, boot-trees, etc., turning out about 
1,000 bu. pegs, 100,000 lasts, and 1,500 sets of 
boot-trees. 





There are a large number of cabinet-ware 
manufactories in our city, which turn out a 
very large amount of work annually, Among 
the principal establishments are those of Her- 
see & Timmerman, Cutler & DeForest, Taunt 
& Baldwin, Hart & Co., I. D. White, and Wm. 
Galligan. There are several smaller ones scat- 
tered throughout the city, which turn out a 
good deal of work. The aggregate amount of 
capital invested in this business cannot fall far 
short of $300,000, giving employment to at 
least 500 mechanics, and turning out work of 
the value of half a million dollars. The manu- 
factures of these firms are shipped to all the 
Western States and Canada, and find a ready 
market. 

CARRIAGE MANUFACTORIES. 

There are also several extensive carriage 
manufactories located in our city. The largest 
are those of Watkins, Williams & Co., on Main 
street, and that of H. 8, Chamberlain & Co., on 
the corner of Pearl and Mohawk streets. The 
amount of capital invested in this business, in 
the city, is, we learn, about $100,000, and the 
amount turned out between $150,000 and 
$175,000. ; 

PATENT FLOURING-MILL MANUFACTORIES. 

Joun T. Noye has an extensive establish- 
ment on the corner of Washington and Scott 
streets, running through to the Canal. Here 
are manufactured portable flouring-mills of dif- 
ferent kinds. The proprietor has about $30,- 
000 invested in his business, and has turned 
out nearly $70,000 worth of work during the 
year. He employs about 50 men, and has 
made 200 mills during the past season. Mr. 
Noye imports direct the French burr stones 
which are used in making these mills. 

Lowe.tt & Wricur are also engaged in the 
same business, and their works are located on 
Mechanic street. This firm employs about 40 
mechanics in making portable flouring-mills, 
and mill-furnishing. They have invested a 
capital of about $25,000, and turn out work of 
the value of from $45,000 to $50,000. 

PIANO, MELODEON AND ORGAN MANUFAv- 
TORIES. 

There are a large number of Piano Manufac- 
tories scattered throughout the city. 

Tue Western Piano Forte Company’s 
Manuracrory is situated on Court street. This 
establishment employs about 30 hands. The 
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have made over 100 instruments, or turned out 
work to the value of $30,000 during the year. 

A. & J. Keocu have an extensive manufac- 
tory of pianos on the corner of Pearl and Sene- 
ca streets. They employ about 40 mechanics, 
and have turned out over $75,000 worth of 
work, Their instruments are justly celebrat- 
ed throughout the country, and at home where 
they are well known, they may be found in the 
houses of many of our citizens. 

Kenaca & Pererson have a manufactory on 
Washington street, where they employ ten or 
twelve men, and have facilities for turning out 
80 to 50 instruments yearly. 

Me xopgons.—Geo. A. Prince has a very exten- 
sive manufactory of Melodcons on the corner of 
Maryland and Seventh streets. The building 
was erected during the past fall. It has a 
frontage of 240 feet, five stories high, and run- 
ning back 40 feet. The number of hands em- 
ployed is about 230, and upwards of 80 Melo- 
deons, comprising all the various grades, from 
$45 to $150 instruments, are turned out every 
week. 

OrGans.—George House has an establishment 
on the corner of Main and Eagle streets, where 
he is engaged in building church organs. He 
gives employment to from 10 to 12 mechanics, 
and has turned out over $12,000 worth of in- 
struments during the year. 


OIL AND CANDLE MANUFACTORIES. 

F.S8. Pxasz, manufacturer of sperm, elephant, 
whale, lard, linseed, tanners’ and fullers’, oils, 
No. 61 Main street. 

His improved engine, signal and axle oils, are 
used by nearly all the Railroads centering here, 
and. by most of the machine shops in the city, as 
well as in several large establishments in New 
York and other Eastern cities. He has manufac- 
tured over 200,000 gallons during the year, and 
consumed at least $100,000 worth of material. 

Spracue & Warpwert are also engaged in 
the same business, employing a capital of about 
$25,000. They have consumed between 60 
and $75,000 worth of raw material. ~ 

Gro. C. Wensrer has recently commenced 
the manufacture of different kinds of oils at his 
factory, on the corner of Washington and Quay 
streets, 

E. §. Tuayer has a manufactory of patent 
sperm candles, lard, tallow, and red oils, on 
Indiana street.. The amount of capital invest- 
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ed, is between 40 and $50,000, employing 20 to 
25 hands, and turning out candles and oils of 
the value of $100,000. 

There are also a large number of soap and 
candle manufactories seattered throughout the 
city, of which we might mention Cowles’, Gil- 
bert’s, Humes’, and ethers, which in the aggre- 
gate employ a capital of over $100,000, turning 
out at least a quarter of a million worth of 
manufactures. 





TANNERIES. 

‘There are some ten or twelve tanneries locat- 
ed in and around our city, which turn out a 
very large amount of work every year. It has 
been impossible for us to obtain from each a 
detailed account of the capital invested, number 
of hands employed, or value of the work turned 
out; but we learn from the proprietors of two 
of them, that the aggregate capital invested in 
this branch of manufacture, is between 8 and 
$900,000, and the number of hands employed 
about 450. The number of hides tanned during 
the year is about 250,000. A large portion of 
these hides are imported from South America 
and the East, and are brought here, tanned, and 
shipped both East and West, and to Canada. 
There are also several sheep skin tanneries lo- 
cated in the city, which dress several thou- 
sand pelts annually. 

BOOT & SHOE MANUFACTORY. 

Forsusu, Brown & Co. are extensively en- 
gaged in the manufacture of boots and shoes, 
upon the Eastern system, at their rooms on 
Main street. They have a large amount of 
machinery for carrying on their business, and 
give employment to between 30 and 40 hands. 
This firm has turned out over $25,000 worth 
of work during the year, and have facilities 
for making from 80 to 40 dozen boots and 
shoes per week. 

PAPER MANUFACTORY. 

B. Brapvitey & Co. havea large paper mill 
located at the Falls, This firm are residents 
of our city, and their office and warerooms are 
on Pearl street. This mill is capable of making 
eyery description of printing and wrapping pa- 
per. The amount of capital invested is about 
$75,000, and the value of the manufactory 
nearly $200,000; the number of hands about 
75. 

WOOLEN MANUFACTORY. 

Jos Gorron & Co. are engaged in the man- 

ufacture of plain and fancy cashmeres at their 
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mill at Black Rock. They give employment 
to between 50 and 60 men and women; and 
have turned out over $75,000 worth of manu- 
factures. Adjoining this mill there is a sheep- 
skin tannery, where they have dressed some 
75,000 pelts. 

ROPE MANUFAOCTORIES. 

There are two small rope walks located in 
our city—one on Fifth near Virginia street, and 
the other on the corner of Seventh and Carolina 
streets. The value of the work turned out is 
about $20,000, and the number of hands em- 
ployed is about 10. In a city like ours, 
where there is so much ship-building going on 
and such a large amount of rope required an- 
nually for our vessels, we are surprised that 
there is not a more extensive establishment of 
this description located in the city. We are 
confident that a rope walk employing 50 or 60 
men could be kept at work continually to sup- 
ply the home demand, and be made a profita- 
ble business. 

BELLOWS MANUF AOCTORIES. 

There are three or four of these establish- 
ments in our city. Among those worthy of no- 
tice is that of W. F. Beaman on Walnut street, 
and that of Voas & Ward on West Seneca 
street. These manufactories turn out yearly 
from $20,000 to $25,000 worth of smiths’ bel- 
lows, common and fancy house bellows, brass 
and iron foundry bellows, ete., giving employ- 
ment to 15 or 20 hands. 

PRINTING INK MANUFACTORY. 

The Buffalo Printing Ink Company have an 
establishment on Vine street where they manu- 
facture the different grades of inks used by 
printers. The establishment has been in ope- 
ration two or three years, and has facilities for 
turning out $35,000 to $40,000 worth of inks 
per annum. 

TOBACCO MANUFACTORIES., 

The principal establishment engaged in man- 
ufacturing chewing and smoking tobacco, is 
that of Adams, Athearn & Co., on Washington 
street. They employ about 20 men in their 
business, and have cut up nearly 150 hhds. of 
American tobacco during the year, besides a 
large amount of Spanish. They have facilities 
for turning out over $25,000 worth of the man- 
ufactured article. 

There are a large number of smaller concerns, 
scattered throughout the city, engaged in cut- 
ting up tobacco and making segars, which in 








the aggregate turn out about $30,000 worth 
during the year. 
PAIL AND TUB MAUFACTORY. 

Tue Nracara Part anp Tus Facrory is loca- 
ted at Black Rock. The agents in the city are 
Pratt &Co. This manufactory is in a very pros- 
perous condition, and its business is yearly in- 
creasing. The number of hands employed is 
between forty and fifty. The amount of capital 
invested is $22,000, and the works have turned 
out, during the year, between 35 and $40,000 
worth of ware. 

RAILROAD CAR WORKS, 

Tus Burrato Car Company have erected ex- 
tensive works for carrying on the building of 
railroad cars at Lower Black Rock. The 
amount of capital invested is $50,000, This 
company employs 400 men, and have facilities 
for turning out about five freight cars per week, 
or $250,000 worth per annum. 

CAR WHEEL FOUNDRY. 

Terr, Moores & Purniz, successors to 
McGennis & Baldwin, have a large foundry 
and machine shop on the corner of Louisiana 
street and the Hamburgh canal. Here are made 
every description of car wheels and car cast- 
ings generally, They also do job work, and 
turn out a large amount of this description of ~ 
work. They have about $20,000 invested in 
the business, and employ from 20 to 25 
hands. They have facilities for turning out 
8 or 9,000 wheels, besides other castings of 
several hundred tons weight, yearly. 

MARBLE WORKS. 

Be.pen’s Marge Works, on Erie street, are 
the most extensive of the kind in the city.— 
Most of the work is performed by machinery 
driven by steam. The number of hands is about 
40, and the amount of capital invested is about 
$30,000. The value of the work turned out 
during the past year will exceed $50,000. 

TYPE FOUNDRY. 

N. Lyman & Sons are engaged in the man- 
ufacture of type at their foundry on Seneca 
street. They give employment to about 25 
hands, and turn out a very large amount of 
work yearly. Their business is increasing rap- 
idly. 

LOCOMOTIVE AND OTHER LAMP MANU- 

FACTORIES. 

Crevetanp & Broruer have recently com- 
menced the manufacture of locomotive, steam- 
boat, light-house and other lamps, at their 
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establishment, in the block on the corner of 
Washington and Perry streets. They employ 
from 8 to 10 hands, and have facilities for 
turning out $20,000 worth of work annually. 
Sanasrer & Co. are extensively engaged in 
the manufacture of steamboat, propeller and 
vessel signal-lamps, and patent reflectors, at 
their shop on Seneca street. These lamps are 
used by nearly all the vessels on the lakes, and 
are found to be superior to almost any other. 
This firm have invested a capital of $25,000, em- 
ploy about 25 men, and are capable of turning 
out 50 to $60,000 worth of work per annum. 
Joun Orro & Co., at their establishment on 
Washington street, are also engaged in the 
manufacture of locomotive and other lamps, 
in addition to their business of working in tin, 
copper and sheet-iron, 
SADDLERY AND COACH HARDWARE. 
The most extensive establishment in the 
State, engaged in the manufacture of japanned, 
plated saddlery, and coach hardware, is that of 
Pratt & Letchworth, of our city. This firm have 
contracts with the managers of the Erie County 
and Albany County Penitentiaries, employing 
between 250 and 300 convicts, and about 50 
first-class mechanics. The articles manufac- 
tured by this firm are superior to those of any 
other establishment in the Union, which fact is 
proven by the orders they are continually re- 
ceiving from dealers at the South, East, and 
West, and from Canada, many of which they 
are unable to fill. In the article of hames, 
alone, they have made, during the past year, 
upwards of seventy-five thousand pairs, of over 
one hundred varieties, which find a market in 
every city in the Union, The amount of capi- 
tal invested is about $100,000, and the value of 
the manufactured articles will reach nearly 
$200,000, They have recently moved their 
warehouse from No. 165 Main street to the 
large building erected, last fall, on the Terrace, 
adjoining the Hardware establishment of Pratt 
& Co., and their facilities have been so in- 





creased, during the past few months, that their 
prospects for the year 1855 are still more en- 
couraging. 


PLUMBING AND GAS FITTING. 

James E, Tuomson, late Thompson & Mc 
Farlane, has a large establishment at No. 68 
Lloyd street, where he is extensively engaged 
in the manufacture of all the articles required 
in his business of plumbing, gas fitting, etc. 
The building is four stories high, runinng back 
160 feet. He has also a very large show room 
in the Brisbane Block, on Main street, in 
which may be seen the largest and best stock 
of gas fixtures to be found this side of New 
York city. Mr. THomson has about $30,000 
invested in his business. He has consumed, 
during the year, over 48,000 feet of gas and 
steam pipe, and 75 tons of sheet lead and pipe, 
and has turned out over $75,000 worth of work, 
employing abont 30 hands. There are several 
other gas fitting and plumbing establishments 
in the city, but this is the only one that manu- 
factures all the articles used in the business. 


The above list comprises all the principal 
manufacturing establishments in our city — 
Several of these have furnished us all the in- 
formation we desired, while from others we 
have been unable to obtain any thing satisfac- 
tory, and have been compelled to rely on the 
estimates and opinions of other parties, who, to 
aceriain extent, have been familiar with the 
particular business we wished to be informed 
upon, Onthe whole, we believe our account of 
the manufacturing interest of Buffalo to be as 
near correct as it is possible to make it, 

From this statement it will be seen that the 
amount of capital invested in iron manufactories 
of every description is over one million of dol- 
lars. It will also be seen that there are $900,- 
000 invested in tanneries. There is over $250,- 
000 invested in ship and boat building. Of 
the other manufacturing establishments enume- 
rated above, there is at least $3,000,000 of capi- 
tal invested, and if we add to that the amount 
of capital employed in other and smaller estab- 
lishments, of which we have at present no 
statistics, it will be seen that the aggregate 
capital invested in manufactories in Buffalo, in 
the year 1854, was at least Ten MILLIONS OF 
DOLLARS, 
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Tonnage of the Lakes. 

The Great West has now a commerce, 
within its own limits, nearly as yaluable as 
that which floats between the United States 
and Europe. Leaving the western rivers 
out of consideration, and confining ourselves 
merely to the Lakes, we find a tonnage en- 
rolled and licensed at the several American 
ports, embracing 110 steamers, 97 propell- 
ers, 33 barques, 101 brigs, 639 schooners 
and 216 sloops and scows, making an ag- 
gregate of 237,830 tons. The history of 
man does not exhibit a spectacle of such 
rapid advancement in population, wealth 
and industry—such energy, perseverance 
and public spirit, as is manifested in the 
progress of the western people. 

In the year 1794, the treaty known as 
“Jay’s treaty” was concluded between Eng- 
land and the United States, under which 
the English agreed to surrender the milita- 
ry posts on the American side of the Lakes. 
The surrender, however, did not take place 
until the summer of 1796, and from that 
time only have we used, or had the privi- 
lege of using, our great Lakes, over which 
now floats a commerce of millions of dollars. 

The first American vessel built on Lake 
Erie was constructed at Four Mile Creek, 
near Erie, Pa., in 1797, and was called the 
“Washington.” The first American vessel 
built on Lake Ontario was at Hanford’s 
Landing, 8 miles below Rochester, in 1798, 
of 80 tons, and was called the “Jemima.” 
From this time to the commencement of 
the war of 1812, a large number of vessels 
were built. Many were lost by storms, and 
several were captured by the British, during 
the war, and burnt, so that at the time peace 
was restored very few vessels were on the 
Lakes, except such as had been used by the 
government during the war. In 1816, the 
steamboat Ontario was built on lake Ontario, 
and in 1818 the Walk-in-the-Water, at 
Black Rock. This was the first use. of 
steam on the lakes. 

In 1826 or 1827, the waters of Lake 
Michigan were first ploughed by steam, and 
in 1832, the first steamer made its appear- 
ance at Chicago. Prior to 1882, the whole 
commerce west of Detroit, was confined 
almost exclusively to carrying up provisions 
and goods for the Indian trade, and bring- 
ing back furs, ete., all of which furnished a 
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limited business for a few small schooners. 
In 1833, the first association was formed of 
steamboat owners. This year there were 
employed 11 steamboats, which cost $360,- 
000. ‘There were made, that season, three 
trips to the upper lakes, two to Chicago and 
one to Green Bay. One of the boats left 
Buffalo for Chicago on the 23d June, at 9 
p. M., and returned on the 18th July, at 10 
p. M.; and the other left July 20th and re- 
turned August 11th; the first trip occupy- 
ing 25 days, and the other 22 days. In 
1854, the same trip was made by a sail ves- 
sel in something over 4 days. In 1834, the 
association was composed of 18 boats, cost- 
ing $600,000, seven new ones having come 
out that season. This year, three trips were 
made to Chicago and two to Green Bay. 
In 1836, the steamboat association was dis- 
solved. In 1839, another association was 
organized, and a regular line of eight boats, 
varying in size from 350 to 650 tons each, 
was formed to run from Buffalo to Chicago, 
making a trip in every 16 days. In 1840, 
the number of boats on the lakes was 48, of 
various sizes, from 150 to (one of them only) 
750 tons, and cost, in their construction, 
$2,200,000. 

In 1841, the same arrangements existed. 
The number of sail vessels owned on the 
lakes above the Falls of Niagara, during 
that year, was estimated at 250, varying in 
size from 80 to 350 tons; the largest one 
being an old steamboat converted into a sail 
craft. The cost of these vessels varied from 
$1,000 to $14,000. The average would 
probably be $5,000, which would show a 
capital invested in sail vessels, in that year, 
of $1,250,000. 

In 1845, there was the following number 
and description of vessels owned and running 
on the lakes above Niagara Falls: 

52 Steamboats, 

8 Propellers, 


50 Brigs, - 
270 Schooners, 






0,500 tons. 





16,000 


Costing, in their construction, $4,600,000. 
On Lake Ontario there were 7 steamboats, 
6 propellers and about 100 sail vessels, hay- 
ing an aggregate tonnage of about 18,000, 
and costing $1,500,000, 

In 1849, there were, on the whole chain 
of lakes — 
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95 Steamers, of. 
45 Propellers o: 
5 Barques, of 
98 Brigs, of... 
848 Schooners, of 
128 Sloops and Scows, of. 













Valued at about $7,868,000. ‘Andi in 1854, 
there were— 


110 Steamers, of... 
97 Propellers, o 
33 Barques, of. 

101 Brigs, of 

639 Schooners, 

216 Sloops and Seows, of - 





Valued at about $10,185,000. ‘The actual 
number of steamers now on the lakes does 
not show a large increase over 1849, but 
those which have gone out of existence have 
been supplied by others of double and quad- 
tuple tonnage. The large number of steam 
and sail vessels which are appended are but 
the successors of others which have gone 
before them, some by decay and many from 
the want of adequate harbors to protect | 
them during violent storms. 

The application of steam power to the 
purposes of navigation forms the brightest 
era in the history of our country. It is that 
which has contributed more than-any other 
cause to the rapid growth of our population 
and the almost miraculous developme ent of 
our resources. 

The history of our lake marine, could it 
be written out in full, would form a subject 
of interesting study. It would present a 
series of triumphs i in naval architecture quite | S 
as important to the States bordering on the 
lakes, quite as clearly defined and as legiti- 
mately gained by the aid of nautical skill rand 
of keen observation, united to a wise applica- 
tion of scientific principles, as those which 
have occurred along the greater extent of 
our national seaboard. A few short years 
have witnessed the bark canoe displaced by 
a fleet superior to the entire marine of ma- 
ny nations, and the same lapse of time will 
find the country fully developed—agricul- 
ture in its highest state of perfection, a re- 
gion rich in treasures of iron, lead, copper, 
coal and various other products of the mine 


yielding rich rewards, and the broad expanse | for the past six years. 


of water of the lake region whitened with the 
sails of a gigantic commerce; for, as yet, we 
are but in our infancy, 
The influence of railroads upon the eom- 
6 


merce of the lake region is marked. Al- 
ready are the south and east shores of the 
chain of lakes lined with railroads which 
| are fast drawing passenger travel from the 
|lakes, and the “day is not far distant when 
the locomotive will traverse each shoro of 
all these inland seas. What such an event 
will accomplish it is difficult to conceive, 
but thus far the effect in working a change 
in the character of the lake commere is per- 
ceptible. Except to fill fragments of rail- 
road routes, first class steamers are of little 
account and are fast diminishing in num- 
ber. In the mean time, steam vessels, built 
with reference to safety and capacity of ton- 
nage and economy in working them, are rap- 
idly multiplying. A fine fleet of propellers 
is now doing the great bulk of freighting 
business on the lakes, showing conclusively 
that steam is growing more rapidly into 
favor in a trade so admirably adapted to its 
successful application as that of the western 
lakes. 

In 1843, we believe, the first freight pro- 
peller was built on the lakes, and was 
called the Hercules. In 1845, there were 
only eight, and ten new ones were added to 

the list during the following year. In 
1849, there were 45 propellers on the lakes, 
and in 1854 the number was increased to 97. 
The annexed list comprises all the vessels 
of all classes, steamers, propellers, barques, 
brigs, schooners, sloops and scows enrol- 
led on Lakes Michigan, Huron, Superior, 
St. Clair, Erie, Ontario and Champlain, 
now in commission as obtained from the 
different custom houses. We have made 
erasures where we knew the vessels were 
dead, and it is more than probable that some 
will be inserted twice. The list however is 
as correct as it was possible to make it. 
The valuation of the property on the lakes 
has been made at what it is supposed to be 
worth now,—not what it cost. We also 
append lists of the name, class and tonnage 
of new vessels built during the year; the 
amount of tonnage now on the stocks at 
the several lake ports; the list of disasters 
for the past year and asummary of disasters 
howing in what man- 
er wrecked and 








ner the vessels w 
the amount of loss, 








nage of the lakes we have confined our- 
seives exclusively to American vessels, 
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LAKE ERIE. 
Vessels Enrolled and Licensed in the District of 









































Buffalo Creek, 1854. 
Name of vessel. No. of Name of vessel. No. of 
Steamers. Tons. Crew Steamers. ey Crew 
Southern Mich. .1470,54 45 Lady Bigin. . . «1037.34 25 
Northern Ind. ..1475,50 45 Globe... « 30 
Mississippi... .1829,12 43 Eupire. . 43 
St. Lawrence. . .1844.39 48 Golden Gate... 771 25 
Crescent City. ..1746.12 45 Sultana....... 30 
Queen of the West1851.30 45 Mond. Hudson. 30 
Empire State. . .1691,29 Diamond. .... 3 2 
Troy. + 54647 25 Fox... oe & 
Total steamer tonnage _.- 18,917,283 
Propellers. ‘Tons.Crew _ Propellers. Tons. Crew 
W Backus... «289,78 15 Pangasset . 90,63 21 
Indiana.......31934 18 MB Spaulding... .419,56 19 
Dunkirk Niagara. 20 
Buffalo... ... 20 
PF Barton. 20 
New Englin 20 
Underwriter 18 
Owego. 16 
Towa... 21 
Charter Cals. . 16 
St. Joseph... . 20 
Pocahontas. . 18 
California, 19 Brunswick. . 8 






























































































Franklin... 5 Milwaukee . 
Queen of Lakes, 20 Allegheny. 
Portsmouth. . 20 Charter 
Oriental... . 25 Toledo.. 
2 20 Plymouth... . 
577,77 20 Wm. Peck... 
Sandusky 370,79 19 
Oregon. 131291 19 F 
Detroit . . +293,71 16 346,47 
Total Dropeller tenneny, ——— == 19,564,11 
Baraques. Tons. Crew Barques. Tons. Ci 
Canada... .. .680,38 20 Jesse Hoyt... . 647: 
Great West 765,53 25 Sunshine... ...516,62 20 
Brigs. Tons. Crew _ Brigs. Tons, Crow 
Globa. « 9 Boston 167.75 8 
Shakspeare. 10 Fashion 10 
Buffalo... . « 10 Castalia... 10 
Lowell.. 10 J. R. Giddings. 10 
‘Tuscarora. . 11 Sandusky... 10 
Mohegan.. me 8 Banner... 14 
H. R. Seymow 11 Constellation. 10 
Odd Fellow 10 Oleander. 10 
Preble..... 8 Yi 
Ramsey Crooks. ..2: 19 10 
Young America, 13 Mahoning... 9,42 9 
L. A. Blossom... 12 St. Louis, 3a. ws 4 9 
Grey Hound... 10 Empire State.. lo 
Mechanic . « .. Sultan. ... 9 
Schooners. Tons.Crew _ Schooners. Tons. Crew 
Virginia Purdy. . .391,46 10 4 
Hope 33 10 6 
Excelsi 10 6 
M. H. Sibley. 8 8 
Robert Emmett. .245,07 9 8 
Ivanhoe. , . 8 10 
9 9 
9 Cairo... 10 
9 Sandusky. 6 
8 North Car 6 
10 it . 8 
8 Dawn.....,..262,3' 8 
8 Almeda...... +260; 65 6 
7 Lodi... 5 
8 Abiah.... 10 
6 Magnolia .. 8 
‘West Wind. 538 : 
H. L. Lansing. . .369,64 10 10 
Montgomery ‘248.518 7 
Roscoe... + 87 6 9 
Illinois. 6 9 
Post Boy. 5 10 
C, Reeves. | 8 6 
Morning Stai 5 8 
Hanover. . 8 6 
J, BK. Polk...» 6 Home.,....--.127,59 6 


‘Tonnage. 
Gen. Pierce... + 63,86 
Palo Alto... . 5 «202,73 
Pearl. ....0+..15L14 
J. W. Blake... . 27,64 
May Queen: : 















Flying Dutchman. 7449 
Homer Ramsdeil. .276 ot 
Ena... 71 


Antares. 


CSmurmaaaKRor0SD 





Total sail tonnage... 


Grand total tonnage of Buffalo Creek, 





"142,60 

Three Bells. . . .305.47 
Harrican + «881,87 
Autocrat... ++ 134,15 
‘Aurora Borealis. . 94,40 
i 76,95 
2165,10 


96,77 










~~ -65,042,87 








Vessels Enrolled and Licensed in the District of 
Presque Isle, 1854. 


Tonnage. 
STEAMERS. 
Keystone State. 
Niigara... 
Queen City 906 
Louisiana 7 
Ohio. 584 


Total tonnage. 

















‘Tonnage. 

179 

7 

90 

Josephine - 44 
Margar 126 
Columbia 166 





Sarah A Green 






Vessels Enrolled and Licensed in the District of 
Cuyahoga, 1854. 






Prairie State - 
Ogdensburgh 


Cleveland. 


Clif Belden - 
J W Brooks. 
Granite State_ 
Republic 
Forest City. 


A074 OL 





Maryland . --187 78 
Alert. 19417 
Cumberland - 195 87 
May Flower. 209 21 
Gen Worth. 257 71 
Concord. 234 07 


Amazon. 171 63 
John Irwin. 201 53 
HG Stambacl 199 20 
Black Hawk. 34 66 


John G Deshler. 
Isabella... 
NM Standart _ 



















Names. 
Marshall Ney 
$ Robinson 
DF Edward: 
Ellen M Lyon. 
Jenny Lind 
Gen Scott. 
Lavinia. 
Monsoon 
Flying Cloud 
Garden ¢ ity 
Freeman 


‘Tonnage. 
69°73 

















‘Wings of the Morning. 310 61 
PoE 26 41 


Banques. 
North Star_. 
Black Warri 
Ilinois 
Chieftain 
B. S, Shepa: 


‘Total tonnage 
SLOOPS, 





scows: 
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‘Snow Drop. 
E Fletcher. 
LC Butts. 
Win Buckle; 
White Clouc 


8 L Nobles. 
Whip .. 
Hamlet . 
George Worthington-: ae fe 
Dolphin 

Farmer 
Mndison 
Ohio - 













HE ‘Mussey. 
Cascade 


Champion 
Consuelo . 
Gen Taylor. 
Kosciusko 
Herald 


rig] 
Jno § Reed. 
















Granville - 
Juno . 
Star. 
Spanker 
Red Rose. 
Comfort Ames. 
Pacific. ... 
May Queen - 
Mermaid 
Forest Maid. 














Liberator ~ 
Cornelia 
Consuelo _ 
JC Pendleton. 
Union -. 
Tempest . 
Diamond 
Geo Neville. 








-8158 68 





Vesssels Enrolled and Licensed in the District of 
Sandusky, 1854. 


Tonnage. 
STEAMBOATS. 





Challenge. 
Alwilda. 


Total tonnage 


Vessels Enrolled and Licensed in the District of| j; 


Industry. 
2 Jersey. 


Miami, 1854, 


Tonnage. 
BRIG. 
Paragon.....----0. eee ne 212 


SCHOONERS. 
Rebecea.. 
Caspian. 


Tonnage 








Tonnage. 
SCHOONERS. 


Agnes Barton. 
TW Ross. 






Gen Housion. 
‘Tocal tonnage. 


Vessels Enrolled and Licensed iu the District of 
Dewsit, 1854. 

Names. Tonnage. __Nataes. 

STEAMERS: Pilgrim. 

John Owen- James McBride. 


























Romeo . John H. Harmon. 
Algoma Columbia . 176.80 
Indiena - Philadelphia. 


Shakspeare - 
Couriand 
Carolina .. 


SCHIOONERS. 









May Fi 
Ocean. 
Baltic 






Jas. McKay 
H. U. King. 
George C. Drew. 

























Mt Vernon 
Fair Trader. 
Helen Kent .. 
G Ellen. 






Bay City. 
Cleveland. 





‘Traveller - John A 46 44 
Fashion Jane Louisa. 181 35 
Empire- Fortune 371 80 
May Queen 28 Atlas. 102 25 
T. Whitney. 318 35 


Mimesota 
Islander 
Forester 
Michigan ~ 
Plymouth 


Montezuma .. 


PROPELLERS. 
Gen Scott.. 





General Taylo: 51 81 
J.B. Porter. Morning star. 2109 
B. F. Bruce. Meridian - 99 88 
Globe - Antelope - 89 60 
Stockman. 817 78 
Fintry. - 16 54 


John’ Lathrop. 
Northern Michigan 1359.29 
Hercules. 75 
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Pike......... 
Greyhound - 
Mink -.. 
Julia Smith. 
Mary Jane 
Tom Lemon, 
New Hampsi 


Meridian . 
J. F. Porter. 


Kit Carson .. 
Michigan Flo: 
Ocean ... 
Caroline 
Ellen - 

Mary Kay 
Vermont .. 
H.W. Day 
Rockaway 
Avenger... 


Addain. 
Enter 
Franklin } 
Send ..._. 
Presque Isle. 
Pontiac 
Granger 
‘Weasel . 
Dan Tucker 
Swallow 
Foam. 
Pauline 
Emily. 
Telegraph 
Bonner. 


SCOW SCHOONERS. 


Blue Bird. 


LAKE MICHIGAN, 


Vessels Enrotled ane Licensed in the District of 


Jhicago, 1854. 
Tonnage. 


STEAMERS. 
Arcimedes.... 
Franklin Moore . 
Superior. 
‘Nile . 
Seneca 







‘PROPELLERS. 
Forest Queen. 
Franklin. 
Robt. N Foss. 
Montezuma. 
Eelips 
F, Folle 





BARQUES. 
Mary Stockton 
Norman... 

Ocean Wave. 





North Star. 


SF Gale. 
Minesota.. 


Cherubusco_ 


‘BRIGS, 








Powhattan.. 
Sulia Dean. 
Fanny Gardner. 
Orleans... 


Whirlwind. 
LC Irwin. 


Roanoke. 
Philena M 
Honest John. 
C Walker... 
Elizabeth He 
Mark H Sibley-. 


Industry... 
Henry Norton 





Ashtabula. 
Venus.. 
Cresent. 
Total tounage- 


St Lewrence. 


‘Seventy-Sie 
Oconto. 


Champion. 
HLN Gates. 
Welland. 


Vesscls Enrolied and Licensed in the District of 


Milwat 

‘Tonnage. 
PROPELLERS 
GW Tift. 
A Rossiter 























Names. 


) Charlotte... 


fe, 1854. 


Names. ‘Tonnage. 
143 






‘Traveler 
Mary - 
Indiana. 
Active 
Waliero . 
Rover. 
A.V Knickerbocker. 
Major Barnum. 













Challenge - 
LB Nichols. 
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Western Siar. 
€ North. 
Sam Strong. 


Andromeda 
Tempest 
WH 
Charley Hibbard 
Republie 









Belle City 
Cherokee 


E Cramer - 
Napoleon. 
Josephine Lawrence. 
‘Albany... 


LAKE HURON. 
Vessels Enrolled and Licensed in the District of 
Michilimackinac, L 


Tonnage. ‘Tonnage. 
56 


‘Total tonnage... 

‘There are several sail vessels enrolled in the District, but 

their names we were unable to obtain. ‘The sail tomaage, 
however, aggregates 2.069.62 


LAKE ONTARIO. 








Vessels Enrolled aud Licensed in the District of 
Niagara---1854. 
‘Tonnage. 
STEAMERS. 
Maid of the Mist 







~ 868.32 





Vessels Enrolled and Licensedin the District of 
Genesee---1854 

Tonnage. Tonnage. 

PROPELLER. Commerce... 80.84 





128.17 John J. Morley. 
Daniel Webster - 
46.36 Charlotte. 












Free Trader. 
Sodus... 
Challenge. 

‘Total tonnage 


Vessels Enrolled and Licensed in the District of 
Oswego--1854. 


‘Tonnage’ 
STEAMERS. 


Tonnage. 
BRICS. 

Algomah. 

H. Wheaton. 

Champlain. 













: Hampton- 
PROPELLERS. 
St. Nicholas. passes 
Cincinnati 
Jefferson 


Kentucky. 










Coaster... 


BARQUES. 
Pathfinder . 
Norman. 
Indiana. 
Danub 
Grance Greenwood. 












Great West...-.- 


New Haven. 
Andover 
‘Total tonnage. 












Belle Sheridan. 
Mellrose.. 
Austral 
Potomac. 
‘A. L. Hos 
Raleigh... 
Empire State. 
Hungarian. 


















Syracuse. 
Ottawa. 













T. Wiman . 
Colerain. 
Conquest. 
J, B. Collin 











Vessels Enrolled and Licensed in the District of 
Oswegatchie--1854. 


‘Tonnage. 
STEAMERS. 
0. 8, Howard 


New York. 
City. 
Total tonnage. 










Vessels Enrolled and Licensed in the District of 
Cape Vincent--1854. 


Tonnage. 
PROPELLERS. 








Northern Light. 
Sovereign oft the Takes366. 18 
BRIGS. 





New York. 


‘Total tonnage... 










‘Tonnage. 
Mountaineer~ -201.38 
Patrick Henry, 

Reindeer. 

Oneida Chief. 


Utica... 













Vessels Enrolled and Licensed in the District of 
Sackets Harbor--1854. 
Tonnage. 








SCHOONERS. 
A. Ford. 
White Pigeon. 


‘Tonnage. 
148.59 
56.56, 
171.52 





- 50,52 
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Tonnage. 


Tonnage. 





LAKE CHAMPLA 
Vessels Enrolled and Licensed in the District of 
Vermont, E854. 

Tonnage. 


Tonnage. 







PROPELLERS. 
Ethan Allen... 
James H. Hooker_ 
BARGE. 

Henry Mayo. 

SCHOON 
Fortress... 
Daniel Webster 












Sarah Ellen. 

SLOOPS. 
Joseph Clark. 
‘A. M. Clark. 
Swallow... 















LAKE AND CANAL BOA‘TS. 
E. Kingsland, 40.08 John Jackson. 
H. W. Catlin. 44.33, 


Northman.... 


Vessels Enrolied and Licensed in the District of 
Champlain, 1854. 
‘Tonnage, 
STEAMERS. 
Francis Saltus.. ~-872.94 
LAKE AND CANAL ms 
0. 


‘Total tonnage -_. 








Total Tonnage... 


RECAPITULATION. 
BUFFALO CREEK. 





Tonnage. 
16 Steamers . -18,91 
44 Propellers 


4 Barques 








514,70 
1 7490;04 
16,555,74 


éstcastl 65,042,87 















- 4.722,00 


gs 
21 Schooners 
Total -... 


CUYAHOGA. 







4 Steamers. 
11 Propellers. 








SANDUSKY. 


3 Steamers... 
27 Schooners .. 
19 Scows.. 


Total. 


















212,00 








8.224,00 
3.436,00 

DETROIT. 
45 Steamers. 20,070.77 
18 Propellers. 4,585.43 


1.025.45, 

10 Brigs 4 
111 Schooner: 
15 Scow Schooner: 





















16 Scows 
45 Sloops. 938.25, 
MObal! 5a c daca via eacencidsadinted 41,016.59 
CHICAGO. 
5 Steamers 942.48 
6 Propellers ~ 1,323.10 
5 Barques 1,584.88 
24 Brigs__ 6.38.87 
100 Schooners . parte 
3 Scow: 8.72 
1 Sloop -. 


2 Propellers . 281.00 
i Barque 491.00 
9 Brigs. 2.373.00 
59 Schooners Af 
3 Sloops... 




















Total 
MICHILMACKINAC, 

9 Steamers 1,529,55 
8 Propeller y 
10 Sail Vessels ~ 2,089,62 

Total. 4,462,62 
1 Steamer . 100,00 
6 Schooners 768,32 

Total 868,82 
1 Propeller 128,17 
8 Schooners - 785,46 

Total 913,68 


OSWEGO. 






5 Steamers 










372,04 








1,805,61 
2 560.72 
18 Schooners - 2,204,14 
2 Sloops.. i 

Total... 5,143,483 
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SACKETS HARBOR. 














2 Barques _ TATE 
11 Schooners 2 1,092}05 
MRO os secceednwswetendenenagek acess 1,816,79 
10 Steamers - ~ 3,452,838 
2 Propellers 585,00 
1 Barge ... 178,81 
6 Schooners 359,11 
8 Sloops_._- 238,91 
$2 Lake and 1,326,87 
5,081,68 

372,94 


GRAND TOTAL FOR 1854, 
No. Tons. Valuation. 
110 Steamers... 57,961 $3,987,000 





1,856,000 








216 Sloops and Scows 9,760} ....-....- 4,342,000 

190 287,830 $10,185,000 
GRAND TOTAL FOR 1849. 

No. Tons. Valuation, 


95 Steamers. 













548 Schooners - 71,618 } 





198 Sloops and Scows 5,484) .......--. 3,538,000 

“ou 158,454 $7,808,000 
INCREASE IN FAVOR OF 1854. 

No. 276. Tons, 84,876. Value, $2,317,000 


Vessels now on the Stocks and to be in 
Commission in 1865. 

We have compiled the following State- 
ment of the number and class of Vessels 
now on the stocks at the several Lake ports, 
from returns received in answer to a Cireu- 
lar we addressed to the Ship-builders at 
those points. As yet we are without re- 
turns from several ports, but sufficient is 
given to show that the amount of tonnage 
to come out next spring, will fall far short 
of that in 1854. 

BUFFALO, 

At Messrs. Jonzs yard, there are four 
vessels now on the stocks; one barque of 
about 400 tons, for Captain Glass; two 
schooners of 300 tons each, for Hiram Niles, 
and other parties; and one schooner of 830 
tons for Capt. M. Dimick. 

At Messrs. Browextt & Bayra’s yard, 
the only new vessel on the stocks, is a large 
wrecking propeller, of about 200 tons bur- 
then. She is to have two Engines from 








Shepard’s Iron Works, and will, we under- 
stand, be a very powerful vessel. 

At E. K. Bruce’s yard, adjoining Bid- 
well & Banta’s, there is a schooner of 350 
tons, and a scow schooner of 250 tons, on 
the stocks. 

Sus & Brorusr, are building a tug of 
about 100 tons burthen, on the canal, which 
will be out early in the spring. Total ton- 
nage, 2,230. 

CLEVELAND. 

Mr. Moszs is building for Chisholm & 
Moses, a freight steamboat, 30 feet beam, 
12 feet hold, 200 feet long, and of 600 tons 
burthen. Also a propeller of 500 tons, for 
Buffalo owners. 

Cuartes Hrxton is building for Joseph 
Greenhalch, a steam tug of 90 tons. 

Srzvens & Prestzy, two schooners, one 
of 400 tons, for themselves; and another of 
275 tons for Capt. Dowling. 

Larrrinier & Srevenson, two schoon- 
ers of 375 tons each, one for themselves; 
and the other for Mr. Baldwin, of Oswego. 

R. Caxins, for R. K. Winslow, is build- 
ing a schooner of 380 tons. Mr. Calkins is 
also repairing the schooner Milwaukee Belle, 
putting in four inch arches, and 40 diagonal 
knees. 

Quayrz & Marry. 380 ton brig, for 
Lacey & Clark. 

Total tonnage on the stocks here 3,655. 


IRVING, N. Y. 


At the yard of Cuartes Srevens, one 
sail vessel, of 260 tons. The schooners 
Stranger, Com. Chancey, and Brigham, are 
at the same yard, re-building, 

BLACK RIVER, OHIO. 

At the yards at the above point, there 
are two schooners of about 360 tons each, 
on the stocks, and one of 375 tons. 

ASHTABULA, OHIO. 

At Wit11am Lenv’s yard, there is a ves- 
sel of 250 tons burthen, building for H. 
Hubbard & Co., and one of 350 tons for 
Harmon & Pratt 

VERMILLION, OHIO. 

There are building at this point, two ves- 
sels, one of about 230 tons, and the other of 
about 250 tons. 

MILAN, OHIO. 
There are on the stocks at Milan, some 
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eight schooners, averaging about 275 tons, 
each, and one scow schooner of 120 tons. 
HURON, OHIO. 

F. D. Kerouum is building one scho ner 
of 870 tons, and one of 200 tons. There 
will also probably be two more vessels com- 
menced this winter. 


KELLEY’S ISLAND. 

There is building, on Kelley’s Island, a 
small steamboat, of about 200 tons, for the 
Island trade. 

DETROIT. 

The only vessel on the stocks at Detroit, 
at the close of 1854, was a schooner, of 
about 275 tons, at the yard of Mr. Wor- 
verton, The new propeller, for J. L. Hurd 
& Co.’s north shore line, was launched late 
in the fall, and will be out on the opening 
of navigation. 

CLAYTON, N. ¥. 

At this point there were no vessels on the 
stocks on the Ist of January, 1855, though 
it was understood one sail vessel would be 
commenced this winter. 

POINT PENINSULAR. 

Asa Witcox is building one schooner, of 
about 875 tons, which is expected to be out 
in the spring. 

SACKET’S HARBOR. 

The only vessel building at this point is 
a schooner, of about 375 tons burthen, by 
Capt. Canrrmip. 

EAST SAGINAW. 

Messrs. Surra & Wurryey will probably 
commence building a schooner, at their yard 
at East Saginaw, during the present winter. 


MILWAUKEE. 

Capt. Jonzs is building a small lumber 
vessel, of about 140 tons, to be out in the 
spring; and Capt. Barer has a small ves- 
sel, of about 110 tons, on the stocks. 


SHEBOYGAN. 

Mr. Gitson is building, at his yard, a 
schooner of 400 tons, for Gardner & Co., of 
Chicago. He is also adding twenty-five 
feet to the schooner Mary. Messrs. Brav- 
pre & Co. are building a schooner, of 140 
tons burthen, for Wilson & Whittemore, of, 
Michigan City. J. S. Harvey contem- 
plates building a schooner, during the com- 
Ing spring, and Messrs. Kirxnanp & Lyman 





intend building a propeller this winter, for 

the accommodation of shippers at that port. 
MANITOWOC. 

There are three schooners on the stocks 

at the present time, that will average 125 

tons each, which will all be out in the spring. 


We have also received a number of let- 
ters in reply to our circulars, from shipbuild- 
ers at different points on the lakes, which 
state that the yards in their neighborhood 
are all idle, the scarcity of money prevent- 
ing a large number of parties from building 
this winter. 

The following is a list of the steamers, 
propellers and sail vessels, with their ton- 
nage and where built, on the lakes during 
the year 1854, so far as we have been able 
to obtain them: 























STEAMER: Where built. 
Plymouth Rock. Butialo 
Western World “ 

North Star. 
Illinois. 


RR Elliott 
Maid of the 


‘Total Steam tonnage...... ---------------+ 6. 
PROPELLERS. 


‘American Republ 
Black Warrior. 





Total Barque tonnage................-.---- +5729 
BRIGS. 
J J Audubon. 









Black Warrio: 
Join G Deshler. 
N M Standart. 
Black Hawk. 


Total Brigs tonnage. 
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SCHOONERS, 


‘Wings of the Morning 
John B Wright 
D W Solloway 


Republi 
Harries Ross 
‘Three Bells. 


Charley Hibbard- 
Josephene Lawrence. 
Napoleo: 

Norway. 

Souvenier. 





WHERE BUILT, ‘TONNAGE. 


Cleveland... 369 
« 60 


Henrietta .__ Holland Colony. 
Kitty Grant_ Milwaukee... 


Total Schooner tonnage............--.--.--- 


Total Steamer tonnage .. 
“Propeller © 
“ Barque  « 
« Brig “ 
* Schooner “ 


Grand Total. 

















‘g11 | Marine Disasters, and Loss of Lifeand Pro- 





perty on the Lakes for 1854. 

We give below a Statement of Marine 
Disasters during the past year, together 
with the loss of life and property conse- 
quent thereupon. It has been prepared by 
Captain E. P. Dorr, Marine Inspector of 
the Buffalo Mutual Insurance Company, 
who has spared no pains or expense in ob- 
taining the most accurate and reliable da- 
ta. This statement shows an enormous in- 
crease in the amount of losses for 1854, as 
compared with previous years. Returns re- 
ceived from several points, are not as full 
as could have been desired, but the list is 
believed to be as correct as it was possible 
to make it, though the aggregate loss, as 
appears by that table, is undoubtedly far 
below the actual amount. 


The loss of life in 1854 was.......119 
Dives aennnia sonia wLBOD arrsarnciniecins Blt 
Mivaes 2 waisancies sEO0R) s5 50 nc'seQ90 


which shows an increase as compared with 
1858, though a large decrease as compared 
with 1852. 

The loss of property for the past three 
years compares as follows: 








1852 . -$ 992,659 
1853 . - 874,143 
1854 . eeeeees 2,187,825 


showing the enormous increase in 1854, as 


40 | compared with 1853, of $1,313,682. This 


statement will be found valuable to those 
engaged in the commerce of the lakes, as 


96| well as others, for present use, and future 


reference. 
Loss of 
Life & Property. 
January—Steamer America, stranded on the 
Rocks in Dunkirk Harbor, $10,000 
April—Scow-Schooner Star, sunk in Detroit 
River, cargo, stone, 8 1,000 
Schooner Seventy-Six, beached at New Buffa- 
lo, Lake Michigan, 1 600 
Schooner President, beached at Muskegan, 
Lake Michi; 800 
Schooner Maine, beached at Muskegan, Lake 
Michigan, 400 
Schooner Traveller, beached at Muskegan, 
Lake Michigan, 300 
0) | Schooner Baltic, beached at Muskegan, Lake 
Michigan, 300 
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Schooner Henry Clay, lost one man overboard 
off Muskegan, 

Steamer Traveller, broke her shaft on Lake 
Michigan, 

Brig Caroline, lost centre-board, and damaged 
spars and sails, Lake Michigan, 

Brig Minnesota, driven against breakwater at 
Chicago, : 

Brig F. C. Clark, sprung a leak in Lake Michi- 
san, put back to Chicago, damaged exrzo, 

Schooner Fashion, sprung aleak on Lake 
Michigan, lost sails, and otherwise damaged, 

Schooner Rocky Mountain, beached at Grand 
River, Lake Michigan, 

Schooner Equator, beached near Sheboygan, 
Lake Michigan, 

Schooner Sam Strong, struck by lightning on 
Lake Michigan, 

Schooner North Yuba, beached at Sheboygan, 
Lake Michigan, 

Schooner Twin Brothers, beached at Milwau- 


c8, 
Schooner Whirlwind, lost three men off scow, 
loading at Manistee, 
Schooner Merchant, water-logged off Chicago, 
Schooner Arrow, driven against breakwater 
at Chicago, 
Schooner Rocky Mountain, driven against 
breakwater at Chicago, 
epShooner Maine, ‘diiven againt breakwater at 
cago, 
Schooner P Hayden, driven against break- 
water at Chicago, 
Schooner Lizzie Throop, driven against break- 
water at Chicago, 
Brig 0. Richmond, driven against breakwater 
at Chicago, 
Brig Mary, lost anchors and chains, split 
sails, Xc., off Chicago, 
Steamer America, ashore at Point au Pelee, 
Lake Erie, 
Propeller Jowa, broke her shaft and returned 
to Bulialo, 
Schooner Adelia, foundered on Lake Ontario, 
all hands lost, 
Scow-Schooner Virago, beached at Sandusky, 
total loss, 
{ghtig H- Wheaton, ashore at head of Lake On- 
ario, 
Propeller Dayton, ashore at Cobourg, C. W., 
Lake Ontario, jettisoned, flour, to get off, 
Propeller Princeton, while in the ice, sunk off 
Barcelona, with a full load of merchandize, 
bound up, 
Propeller Ciifton, ashore at Point aux Barks, 
Lake Huron, 
Schooner Dablia, ashore at East Sister, Lake 
Erie, jettisoned, corn, 
Schooner Rebecca, ashore at head of Lake 
Erie, jettisoned, cargo 
Schooner Robert Wood, water-logged and 
capsized off Dunkirk, Lake Erie, 
Schooner D W Church, a shoreat Vermilion, 
Lake Erie, 
Propeller General Taylor, ashore in Dunkirk 
Harbor, on rocks, 
Propeller Indian: 
land, badly damaged, 
Schooner Sylph, ashore on Long Point, Lake 
Erie, jettisoned, cargo, 
Schooner Emblem, ashore at head of Lake 
Ontario, 
Steamer Niagara, struck a rock at the head 
of Lake Erie, and went into dock for repairs, 
Schooner ‘Nile, damaged by ice in St. Clair 
River, . 
Schooner America, damaged against pier at 
qanieoe ged against pi 
Brig Oleander, partially dismasted, &c., De- 
troit River, 
May—Schooner Wm F Allen, sunk near Mal- 
den, CW, 
Propeller Sun, ashore on Point Aux Pelee Isl- 
and, jettisoned, iron, 
Steamers Novelty and Canadian collided on Bay 
Quinte, Lake Ontario, The latter boat ran ashore 
to save sinking, no lives lost, 





against the pier at Cleve- 


az 


oo oe & 


1,200 
1,000 
4,000 
3,600 
1,200 

300 
1,500 

200 
1,000 


2,200 
2,000 
2,000 
4,000 
4,400 
2,100 
5,000 
1,500 

20,000 
1,500 
6,000 
2,000 
1,600 
1,000 


200,000 
2,000 
700 
2,300 
2,000 
6,000 
3,000 
1,500 
1,000 
500 
3,000 


500 


8,000 
1,000 


2,000 








Schooner Wm Sturges lost foremast and made 


Chicago, a 

Propeller H A Kent loaded with merchandize, 
took fire, burned and sunk off Gravelly Bay, 
Lake Erie, 

Steamer Garden City, sunk near De Tour, 
Lake Michigan, machinery and boat, total loss, 

Schooner 8 A Green, capsized on Lake Ontario, 

Schooner Buttles, sprung a leak, and sunk on 
Bar Point, Lake Erie, 

Steamer Detroit and Bark Nucleus, collided 
in Saginaw Bay, during thick fog, Steamer sunk 
in 30 fathoms of water, 

Steamer Traveller and Brig Kirk White, col- 
lided on Lake Michigan, during fog, 

Schooner Hurricane, ashore on Long Point, C 
W, Lake Erie, 

Schooner E M Lyon, ashore on Long Point, C 
W, Lake Erie, 

Schooner Citizen, lost foremast off Long Point, 
© W, Lake Erie, 

Schooner Dewitt, collided with above vessel 
on Lake Erie, 

Scow Schooner Rocky Mountains, beached at 
Grand River, Lake Michigan, 

Schooner Fisher, lost man, Straits of Macki- 
naw, 

Propeller Montezuma, sprung a leak off Man- 
istee, Lake Michigan, jetted cargo, 

Steamer Fashion, broke shaft, Lake Michigan, 

Brig Globe, struck by lightning in Chicago 

ms 

Schooner Calcutta, Jost man overboard off 
‘Twin River, Lake Michigan, 

Schooner Melrose, dismasted off Point Betsey, 
Lake Michigan, 

Schooner Fashion, damage, cargo Wheat, 
Lake Erie, 

Schooner Potomac, ashore at Sodus Bay, cargo 
Wheat, 

Schooner Convoy, sprung a leak, Lake Erie, 
and returned to Detroit for repairs, 

Bark Northern Light, ashore on Long Point, 
Lake Ontario, 

June—Schooner Mansfield, ashore on Snake 
Island, Lake Ontario, 

Steamer Fashion, ashore near Chicago, 

Brig J Y Scammon, ashore at South Manitou, 
Lake Michigan, 

Schooner Petrel, capsized, lost and all hands 
on Lake Michigan, 

Schooner 
Lake Michigan, 
pp chooner Albion, ashore on East Sister, Lake 

rie, 

Steamer Gen Harrison, ashore near Chicago, 
Lake Michigan, 

Propeller Bucephalus, struck a rock and filled 
at Lexington, Lake Huron, 

Brig Fashion, damage, cargo Grain, 

Brig Andes, damage sails, spars, and rigging in 





(New), ashore at Manitowoe, 


gale, 

Propeller Sciota, damage cargo on Lake 
Huron, gale wind, 

July—Schooner Australia, struck by lightning 
on Lake Erie, 


my 

Schooner Virginia Purdy, struck by lightning, 
Lake Michigan, 

Schooner A’ Scott, sprung aleak on Lake 
Ontario, jetted, 200 bars Rail Road Iron, and 
made port, 

Propeller Young America, struck a rock and 
sunk in St. Lawrence River, loaded with Corn, 

Schooner Water Witch collided with Propeller 
New England, Detroit River—the Schooner sunk, 

Propeller Boston, collided with Schooner —- 
off Oak Orchard, Lake Ontario—the Propeller 
sunk in deep water, 

Schooner Excelsior, ashore at Sleeping Bear, 
Lake Michigan, 

Schooner H N Gates, ashore at Pier Mar- 
guette, Lake Michigan, 

Brig Giddings, sprang a leak, and returned to 

Barque Fame, sprang a leak and returned to 
Buffalo for repairs—cargo Rail Road Iron; 


4 


Schooner Duke, sunk off Toronto, cargo Pig ‘ 


1,500 


100,000 


50,000 
1,000 


1,000 


25,000 


5,000 
5,000 
300 
1,000 
600 


500 
1,800 
8,000 


800 


600 
5,000 


8,000 
2,500 
200 
5,000 
5,000 
18,000 
500 
1,500 
1,000 
500 
12,000 
500 


3,500 
20,000 
5,000 


35,000 


5,000 


1,000 
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Buffalo for repairs—cargo Rail Road Iron, 
Schooner Marquette, ashore in Skillagalee, 
Lake Michigan, jettisoned cargo, Oats, 
Schooner Suffolk, sunk in St’ Lawrence River 
loaded with Rail Road Iron—repaired at Ogdens- 


urgh, 

‘Schdoner Carlton, damaged hulland cargo, salt 
and plaster, by collision with Schooner Meridian 
near mouth Welland Canal, Lake Erie, 

Schooner Hope, damaged cargo grain, by 
springing a leak on Lake Erie, 

August—Brig Mechanic, split sails, disabled, 
and returned to Buffalo for repairs, 

Brig Standart, split sails, lost anchor and chain 
and towed into Buffalo for repairs, 

Schooner William, against breakwater at Buf- 
falo, filled, &c., 

Barque Fame, sprung a Jeak,and returned to 
Buffalo for repairs, 

Steamer Alabama, sprung a leak, and sunk 
near Buffalo, 

Propeller Baltic, ashore on Middle Island Reef, 
Lake Huron, lighted and hauled oft, 

Steamer Northern Indiana, sprung a leak, and 
went into dock at Detroit for repairs, 

Steamer Northerner, broke wulking-beam and 
machinery on Lake Ontario, 
ss Schooner Hudson, sunk near Conneaut, Lake 

Erie, 

Steamer Illinois, broke machinery on Lake 
Huron, and towed to Detroit by U 5 Steamer 
Michigan, 

Propeller Bucephalas, ashore on Point au 
Pelee reef, lighted oft, 

Schooner’ G Scott, capsized off ‘Thunder Bay, 
Lake Huron, loaded with Iumber—towed to 
Detroit, 

Barque City of Rochester, struck by lightning 
at Chicago, 

Schooner Aerial, ashore in East Sister’s Reef, 
Lake Erie, jettisoned cargo to get off, 

Steamer John Munn, sunk in River St. Law- 
rence, 

Schooner Saratoga, loaded with salt, sprung 
a leak, and put into Sodus, Lake Ontario, 

Schooner Belle City, lost part deck load of 
fanning mills, destined for California, 

Brig Giddings, sprung a leak and returned for 
repairs, Lake Erie—cargo Rail Road lron, 

‘Brig Shakespeare, ashore in Detroit River, 

Schooner Christina, partially dismasted on 
Lake Ontario, 

Schooner Magnolia _and Brig Boston, damaged 
with apparatus for raising steamer Erie, 

Bepiemiies ache anee Harriett Ross, ashore 
on Long point, Lake Erie, lighted off, 

Steamer Western World sunk schooner E C 
Williams at dock in Buffalo, 

Propeller Ogontz, loaded’ with merchandise, 
sprang aleak and’ put into Sandusky; cargo 
damaged, 

Schooner Major Barnum, ashore at Two Riy- 
ers, Lake Michigan, 

Schooner Navigator, ashore at St. Joseph, 
aoe Frank Moore, dismasted in Lake Sé 

air, 

Brig New York, partially dismasted on Lake 
Ontario, 

Propeller Cincinnati, broke shaft at Sandusky, 
Lake Erie, 

Schooner Fred Hill collided with a propeller 
on Lake Erie, 

Steamer Illinois, ashore on Thunder Bay Is- 
land, jettisoned whole cargo to get off, 

Propeller Ilinois and steamer Pacific collided 
on Lake Michigan, 

Schooner Buckingham, ashore on Long Point, 
Lake Erie, jettisoned cargo salt to get off, 

Brig Isabella, ashore at Fairport, Lake Erie 

Steamer Lady Elgin, struck a rock and sunk 
at Manitowoc, Lake Michigan, 

Schooner A’biah, capsized off, Sheboygan, Lake 
Michigan, 

Schooner N G, dismasted and towed into Pt. 
Burwell, Lake Erie, 

Propeller Brunswick and brig N M Standart, 
collided off Kelley’s Island, Lake Erie, 


1,500 
5,000 


2,000 


750 
300 
1,000 
7,000 
1,000 
4,000 
10,000 
2,000 
5,000 
7,000 
4,000 


2,500 
200 


1,000 


5,000 
15,000 


1,000 


1,500 
125 


1,200 


3,000 
3,000 





12,000 


2,000 











Schooner Gage, ashore at Manistee, Lake Mi- 

chigan, 500 
Propellers Oliver Cromwell aud Northern 

Michigan, collided at head of Lake Erie, 20,000 
Brig D'Ferguson and schooner Grand Turk, 

collided head of St. Clair River, 1,000 
Propeller Troy, burst her boiler off Chicago, 

Lake Michigan, 1 1,000 
Brig Ocean, ashore on East Sister, 25000 
Schooner towed into Toronto, leak- 

ing and disabled, loaded with railroad iron, 2,000 
Schooner CU P Williams, lost foremast head, 

and split sails on Lake Michigan, 1,000 
Schooner J Ross, drifted foul of the schooner 

‘Trenton at anchor in St Clair River, and sunk, 1,000 
Steamer Southern Michigan, lost one wheel 

on Lake Erie, 2,000 
Steamer Queen City, broke arches, came to 

Bufialo for repairs, 3,000 
Propeller Eclipse, ashore at Michigan City, in 

gale on Lake Michigan, 1,100 
Propeller Westmoreland, ashore on Windmill 

Point, C W, Lake Erie, ‘ 500 
Steamer Fashion,ashore near Kewaunee, Lake 

Michigan, 2,000 
Schooner Luther Wright, ashore on Lake 

Michigan, jettisoned deck load shingles 500 
Schooners A Ford and Consuelo, collided near 

Mackinaw, Lake Huron, 300 
Schooner Island Queen, ashore at Erie, londed 

iron and ore, 500 
Brigs Caroline and Bemis, collided near head 


of Lake Erie; latter sunk, loaded with coal, in 


deep water, 7,000 
Schooner Aurora, ashore at Port Dalhousie, 

Lake Ontario, 500 
Schooner Citizen in gale wind, Lake Erie, jet 

tisoned deck load black walnut lumber, 1,000 
Brig Mahoning, damaged sails, etc.,’and put 

into Gravelly Bay, Lake Erie, 300 
Scow schooner Pacific, ashore at Black Rock 

harbor, 800 
Schooner Storm, against breakwater and filled 

loaded with lumber, 200 
Schooner Cambria, jettisoned deck load staves 

Lake Erie, 300 
Steamer G. Moffatt, [Canadian] damaged in 

gale, and put into Cleveland for repairs, 500 
Schooner North Carolina, dismasted and wa- 

ter-logged off Erie, 1 1,000 


During the September line gale, schooners 

Melrose, Tuscola, Mansfield, Oriental, Aldebaran 

and Robert Emmett, and some others, lost sails 

and damaged spars and rigging, on Lake Huron, 

put back in St. Clairriver,andrepaired damages, 2,000 
Schooner Belle City, ashore at Presque Isle, 

Lake Huron, jettisoned 180 bbls. salt to get off, 1,000 
Brig Roscius, on a reef in Detroit river, filled 


with water, loaded with stone, 1,500 
Brigs John G. Deshler and Ocean Wave, dam- 
aged in a collision and put in for repairs, 1,500 


‘Brig Racine, ashore and damaged hull, sails 
and rigging, 

Schooner Sacramento, sprang a leak and tow- 
ed into Erie, 1,800 

Brig Hutchinson, damaged cargo in upper 


Lake, 
Brig S F Gale, damaged hull and cargo on the 

Flats, in jam, 1,000 
Schooner Gem, damaged her cargo in upper 


2 600 
October—Bark Fame, ashore near Goderich, 
Lake Huron, ¢ W, 27,000 
Schooner Nautifus, lost on Chieago bar, with 
cargo salt, 16,000 
Steamer E. K. Collins, burned at mouth of 
Detroit river, 23 100,000 
Barque Canada, lost sails and rigging, and dam- 
aged bull and cargo in Lake Huron gale, 7,500 
‘Schooner J W Brown, jettisoned 500 bbls salt 
during gale on Saginaw Bay, 750 
Propeller Mt Vernon, reported damage to hull 
by working during gale on Lake Huron, 6,000 
‘Brig Sandusky sprang a leak, put into Mani- 
tou Isiand, Lake Michigan, 1,000 
Propeller Sciota, damaged rudder and towed 
to Detroit, 500 
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Schooner Traveller, damaged sails and hull in 
gale wind on Lake Huron, 

Barque Leander,sprung a leak on Lake Huron, 
put in for repairs, 

Schooner E Cramer, lost deck load potatoes 
on Lake Michigan, washed off, 

Schooner Sparta, lost sails and deck load of 
Iumber, put into Milwaukee, 

Schooner Sophia, lost with cargo of supply 
goods in Georgian Bay, Lake Huron, 

Schooner Harrison, water-logged and capsized 
off Erie, loaded with staves, 

Schooner Fashion,in gale wind on upper Lake, 
lost deck load pig lead, 

Schooner Alpha, ashore at De Tour, Lake 
Huron, loaded with powder and stone for copper 


region, : 
Propeller Brooks, broke machinery and towed 
to Butialo, 


Schooner Energy and enngo grain lost at Lit- 


tle Traverse Bay, Lake Michigan, 

Barque Great West, partially dismasted, lost 
canvass and rigging, on Lake Michigan, 

Schooner Comely, in gale wind on Lake Erie, 
jettisoned deck load salt, 

eoroaner Consuelo, in gale damaged cargo of 
wheat, 

Schooner JB Wright, ashore and totally lost 
on east side Lake Michigan, 

Steamer Swan, burned at Algonac, St. Clair 
river, 

Schooner Royalist, ashore in Pigeon Bay, on 
Lake Erie, 

Schooner Gen. Taylor, ashore on Point Mul- 
ler, Lake Erie, 

Schooner Virginia Purdy, ashore at Milwau- 
kee, cargo corn, . 

Propeller Sun, broke down off Milwaukee, 
towed in, 

Steamer Golden Gate, on arock near Kelley's 
Island, Lake Erie, lighted off, 

Propeller Rossiter, ashore at Kalamazoo, Lake 
Michigan, 

Propeller St Joseph, on Middle Island reef, 
Lake Huron, 

Brig J H Harmon, split sails, and lost light 
and spars on Lake Huron, and put back into 
river St Clair for repairs, 

Schooner Ocean, burned at Port Dalhousie, 
Lake Ontario, 

Scow schooner War Engle collided with schr. 
8 Robinson, 

Schooner 8 E Garrett, loaded with salt for 
Lake Huron fisheries, ashore on Fish Island, 
Lake Huron, 

Schooner Water Witch, ashore at Kincardine 

Schooner Missouri, sprang aleak and ran 
ashore near Van Buren, 

Schooner Abigail, lost anchors and chains, 
and vessel damaged on Lake Michigan in gale, 

Brig Caroline, on Chickenola reef, head of 
Lake Erie, jettisoned railroad iron, 

Schooner Kitty Grant, ashore at Grand Tray- 
erse, ' 

Scow schooner Brigham, on rocks and sunk, 
in Dunkirk harbor, 

Brig Monteath, ashore at Fairport, Lake Erie, 
loaded with coal, iron and nails, 

Brig Seymour, dismasted and deserted on 
Lake Huron, picked up and towed to Detroit, 

Schooner L M Mason, lost canvass and disa- 
bled on Lake Huron, put back in to St. Clair 
river for repairs, 

Brigs Champlain and Black Hawk, damaged 
and disabled in gale on Lake Huron, put into 
Presque Isle for repairs, 

Schooner Hurricane, grounded in St. Clair 
river, lighted and hauled off by U. 8. steamer 
Michigan, 

Propeller Buffalo and barque Indiana collided 
on St. Clair Flats, 

Schooner Roscoe, ashore near Buffalo, hauled 


& 





Scow schooner Neville, ditto, 


Schooner Alwilda, partially burned, took ‘fire 
by spontaneous combustion, sd 


3,000 
1,000 


4,000 
500 
4,000 
700 


6,600 
200 


10,000 
3,000 


100 
100 


2,500 


Schooner Roanoake, ashore near Muskegan, 
captain and three men lost, 

Brig Audubon and Schooner Defiance collided 
and both sank in deep water on Lake Huron, 

Steamer Plymouth,Rock, a foul of Schooner 
8 A Green, at the mouth of Buffalo Harbor, 

Brigs Cortland and Helfenstein, collided off 
Presque Isle, Lake Huron, 

Schooner Herald, thrown on her beam-ends 
during a gale on Lake Huron, lost part of her 
deck load, stone for Sault Ste. Marie, 

Schooner R. B. Campbell, ashore at Point 
Betsey, Lake Michigan, got off and repaired, 

Schooner Denmark, ashore at mouth of De- 
troit River, jettisoned deck load and part of 
cargo, salt, 

Schooner White Cloud, in gale on Lake Erie, 
lost some spars, sails, and rigging, damaged 
hull, &., 

Brig Oleander, damaged cargo, corn, on Lake 
Huron, 

Brig Lowell, sprung a leak in Lake Michigan, 
returned to Chicago for repairs, 

Schooner Stélla, damaged cargo in Upper 
Lakes, 

November—Brig Ashland, ashore on Point 
au Pelee, Lake Erie, 

Steamer May Queen, broke shaft, and towed 





in, 

Propeller Indiana, on Rocks in St. Mary’s 
River, 

Schooner Edith, ashore at Presque Isle, Lake 
Ontario, 

Schooner Cayuga, ashore near Cobourg, Lake 
Ontario, cargo, white wheat, 

Schooner Josephine Lawrence, struck a rock 
in Detroit River, and sank, loaded with wheat, 

Propeller Saginaw, ashore near Gibraltar, 
Lake Erie, 

Schooner Western Siar, ashore near Gode- 
rich, cargo, wheat, 

Schooner Forest Queen, ashore at Presquo 
Isle, Lake Ontario, 

Barque Paragon, ashore at Presque Isle, 
Lake Ontario, 

Schooner Sarah Francis, ashore at Presque 
Isle, Lake Ontario, 

Schooner Constitution, water-logged, loaded 
with R.R. ties, got into Oswego, Lake Ontario, 

Steamer Traveller, broke machinery, and was 
towed into Chicago, Lake Michigan, 


4 1,000 
60,000 
100 
1,000 


800 
2,000 


500 


1,100 


10,000 
22,500 
10,000 
3,000 
16,000 
300 
300 
300 
300 
1,000 


Barque Globe, ashore at Port Bruce, Lake Erie, 10,000 


Schooner William Black, damaged on Pier at 


Port Burwell, Lake Erie, 1,000 
Schooner J 8 Reid, damaged by collision in 
Grand River, CW, 1,000 
Schoner Luther Wright, ashore at Gravelly 
Bay, Lake Erie, corn, loaded, total loss, 8,000 
Schooner Milwaukee Belle, struck a recf at 
the head of Niagara River, damaged vessel and 
cargo, and lost rudder, 2,000 
Schooner Jane Wood, ashore near Toronto, 
C W., Lake Ontario, 2,000 
Schooner Mary Margaret, capsized off Milwav- i 
Kee, 000 
Schooner William, jettisoned deck load, coal di 
and castings, in gale on Lake Erie, and re- 
turned to Buiialo for repairs, . 600 
Schooners Ino, Lizzie Throop, Twin Brothers, 
and Ellen Stewart, ashore at Grand Hayen, Lake 
Michigan, 5,000 
Schooner Meridian, ashore at Bailey's Bay, 
Lake Michigan, 600 
Schooner Norfolk, lost on Lake Ontario, two 
lives lost, 10,000 
Schooner Hercules, ashore at Ashtabula, 300 
Propeller Mayflower, jettisoned deck load in 
gale of wind in Saginaw Bay, 5,000 
Propeller Mayflower collided with Schooner 
Arcturus, in entering St. Clair River, 500 
Schooner O Q Metzar, ashore at foot of Lake 
‘igan, i 6,000 
Propelier Paugasset, sprang alesk off Eric, 
got into Dunkirk, damaged cargo, 500 
Propeller Bucephalus, foundered in Saginaw 
Bay, and drowned ten of her crew, 10 60,000 
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Schooner Sacramento, ashore at Cleveland, 

Brig Northampton, ashore at Thunder Bay 
Island, 

Schooner P P Gage, ashore on Kelley’s Island, 

Propeller Edith and Schooner Charley Hib- 
bard collided on Lake Erie, 

Schooner Ireland, ashore at head of Niagara 
River, deserted by crew, 

Schooner Manitou, ashore at Fairport, loaded 
with railroad iron, 

Schooner Emma, water-logged, got into Mani- 
tou Island, Lake Michigan, lumber loaded, 

Schooner Sam Hale, collided with Schooner 
Republic, at Beaver Island, 

Schooner Milwaukee Belle, sprang a leak and 
put into Cleveland, loaded with railroad iron, 

Brig J. H. Harmon, damaged on St Clair 
Flats, 

Steamer Niagara, sprang a leak, returned, dis- 
charged, and went into dock for repairs, 

Schooner Freeman, jettisoned deck lond, hides, 
in gale on Lake Erie, 

Steamer Arctic, broke machinery, and towed 
in, 

Brig Globe, injured on Flats, 

Schooner Storm, jetted deck load of lumber, 
&c., on Lake Erie, 

Propeller Detroit, sprung a leak, and damaged 
cargo, 

ark Utica, total Joss, on Buffalo breakwater, 

Propeller Fintry, jetted cargo foot Lake Erie, 
ina gale of wind, 

Brig Burlington, ashore at Port Bruce, C W— 
loading Rail Road ties, 

Schooner Candia, ashore, Port Stanley, C W 

Brig Black Hawk, sprung a leak and returned 
to Detroit for repairs, cargo Rail Road Iron, 

Steamer Bruce Mines, foundered on Lake 
Huron, loaded with supplies for copper mines, 

Schooner Republic, struck a rock head of 
Lake Erio—went into dock at Buffalo for 
repairs, 

Schooner Grand Turk collided with schooner 
Advance, and was run into shoal water, and 
sunk near Presque Isle, Lake Huron, loaded with 
Rail Road Iron and apples, 

Schooner Ocean Wave, struck an anchor in 
Chicago River and sunk, 

Schooner Odd Fellow, ashore on North Mani- 
tou, Lake Michigan, loaded with lumber, 

Propeller Pocahontas, ashore at Grand Haven, 
Lake Michigan, jetted deck load stoves and mer 
chandise, 

Barque Arabia, ashore at Sodus, Lake Ontario, 

Schooner C Iisrison, badly damaged in the 
lats, 

Steamer Bay State, collided with Schooner 
—, near Cape Vincent, 

Steamer May-filower, ashore on Point au 
Pelee, Lake Erie, cargo merchandise, 

Brig Josephine, sprung a leak, split sails, &e., 
and got into Buffalo, 

Steamer Fashion ‘and Propeller Buffalo, col- 
lided in River St. Clair—steamer sunk, 

Scow “chooner Wm _ Buckley, struck going 
out of Cleveland, and sunk outside in deep water, 

Schooner Racine, lost a man overboard on 
Lake Michigan, 

Propeller Montezuma, damaged boilers, and 
towed in at Chicago, 

Steamer Northerner, damaged on St. Clair 
Flats, 

Schooner Live Yankee, ashore near Highlands 
of Sauble, Lake Huron, jetted cargo to get off; 

Brig Mohegan, damaged hull and cargo on bar 
at Oswego, 

Schooner Traveller, damaged cargo and hull 
Lake Michigan, oe ‘ 

Scow Schooner Ino, jetted and damaged plas- 
ter in gale on Lake Michigan, 

Schooner West Wind, in gale on Lake Eric, 
jetted cargo, 

Brig Giddings, damaged in crowd on Flats, 

Schooner Aldebaran, damaged cargo on Lake 
Michigan, got into Chieago, 

Schooner Peoria, ashore on reef head of Lake 
Erie, jetted cargo, 
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Propeller Forest Queen, damaged cargo by 
being thrown on beam ends, on Lake Erie 

Schooner E M Lyon, jetted deck load beef on 
Lake Erie, 

‘Schooner CY Richmond, sprung a leak and 
went to Detroit for repairs, load rail road iron, 

Schooner Tartar, damaged on Oswego pier and 


1 

Schooner Norman, sprung aleak in Lake Erie, 
and returned to Buide for Sepeity loetedl with 
railroad Iron; 

Schooner Leland, damaged cargo in heavy 
weather on Lake Michigan, Huron and Erie, 
and hull by collision with schooner Osprey in 
Detroit River, 

December—Barques Sir Charles Napier and 
Trade Wind, collided on Lake Erie, sinking lat- 
ter vessel in deep water, 

Schooner E C Williams, while aground at the 
mouth of Buffalo harbor, was run into and bad- 
ly damaged by schooner Luddington, 

Schooner Pearl, ashore at Cleveland, 

Brig Odd Fellow, lost near Mackinaw, Lake 
Huron, cargo wheat, 

Brig Maryland, ashore at Ashtabula, 

Propeller International, burned at Black Rock, 
Niagara river, 

Steamer Keystone State, came into Bufialo, 
leaking badly, went into dock for repairs, 

g Steamer May Queen, broke her shaft on Lake 
rie, 

Schooner Carlton, ashore on Lake Ontario, 

i Schooner Sturges, ashore at Black River, Lake 
rie, 

Schooner Virginia, ashore at Cleveland, 

Schooner Omar, totally lost on Cleveland pier, 

Propeller Paugasset, Sadly damaged in at- 
tempting to rescue above crew, 

Schooner Birmingham, lost on Horse Shoe 
reef, near Buffalo, 

Propeller Falcon, collided with schooner C 
Reeves on Lake Erie, the Falcon jetted copper 
and other cargo to save her, 

‘ Mansfield, ashore at Euclid, Lake 
rie, 

Bark American Republic, ashore at Long Pt. 
Cut, cargo corn damaged and sold, 

Brig Oxford, sunk at Cape Vincent, cargo of 


corn, 

Schooner Storm, ashore at Windmill Point, 
Lake Erie, cargo coal, 

Schooner R R Johnson, foundered off above 
Fairport, all hands with yessel and cargo lost, 

Schooner Syracuse, ashore at Point au Pel- 
lee, Lake Erie, jetied railroad iron, 

Schooner Potomac, ashore near Port Dalhou- 
sie, Lake Ontario, cargo wheat, 

Schooner T Wyman, ashore near mouth of 
Detroit river, estimated 

Schooner Conductor, ashore at Long Point, 
Lake Erie, cargo corn; crew saved by the heroic 
conduct of a woman living on the island, 

Barque Jesse Hoyt, ashore near Point Abino, 

schooner Florence, sunk in Put-in-Bay har- 
bor, Lake Erie, 

Schooner Lewis Cass, ashore at Conneaut, 
loaded with corn, 

Propeller Sun, broke machinery and returned 
to Chicago for repairs, 

Propeller Omar Pasha, jetted deck load, Lake 
Erie, gale wind, 

Steamer Ohio, damaged schooner Wade, in 
Cleveland, Lake Erie, 

Seow schooner Frank Pierce, sunk at Point 
au Pelle, lovied with coal, 

Schooner Franktin Pierce, ashore near mouth 
of Genesee river, merchandize, 

Schooner Harbridge, ashore near mouth of 
Genesee river, 

Brig Isabella, ashore at Sodus, salt loaded. 

Schooner Denmark, ashore at Buffalo, load of 
corn, 

Schooner Enterprise, ashore near mouth of 
Genesee river, load railroad iron, 

Schooners Minerva and Isabella, ashore near 
Oak Orchard Creek, Lake Ontario, loaded with 
railroad iron and salt, 
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Bark Pomona, ashore on Grenadier Island, 


Lake Ontario, some lives reported lost, 1,000 
Brig Halifax, ashore at Port Ontario, Lake On- 
tario, reported total loss, 10,000 
Schooner Ariel, ashore near Grand River, 
© W, Lake Erie, 6,000 
Schooner Wing & Wing, reported ashore at 
Michigan Clee estimat: od 5,000 
Schooner Excelsior, sunk in Chicago 
River, 500 
Schooner Henry Hagar, ashore, sunk at 
Beaver Harbor, Lake Michigan, from leaking, 
with load of railroad iron, 500 
Brig Mountaineer, ashore near Sacketts 
Harbor, flour loaded, estimated damage, * 2,000 
Steamer Ontario, (Canada,) ashore on Nich- 
olson’s Island, Lake Ontario, liglited off 1,000 
Brig LA Blossom, driven against Buffalo 
breakwater, pulled ‘off and saved by the 
Brothers Simms, of Propeller William Peck, 
cargo, corn, 2,000 
Schooner Suffolk, ashore at Port Burwell, 
© W, Lake Erie, loaded with fiour, barley, 
and pork, 25,000 
Propeller Niagara, ashore at Presque Isle, 
Lake Huron, loaded with merchandise, three 
feet water in her, now, probable damage, 10,000 
Schooner Seneca, ashore below Maumeo 
Bay, Lake Eric, estimated damage, 1,000 
ropeller Cincinnati, ashore at Point aux 
Barks, Lake Huron, : 40,000 
Barque America, ashore, Lake Ontario, esti- 
mated, 1,000 
Propeller Westmoreland, foundered near 
Manitous, Lake Michigan, seventeen lives 
lost, 17 50,000 
Schooner Emma, sunk at Port Dalhousie, 
cargo, railroad iron, 3,000 
Schooner Big Z, damaged on pier at Erie, 5 
Schooner Crooks, ashore below Cleveland, 2,000 


Schooner California, ashore near Lexington, 
Lake Huron, 

Schooner Island Queen, ashore near Sodus, 

Schooner Petrel, froze in, leaking badly at 
Grand ‘Traverse Bay, Lake Michigan—esti- 
mate 

Schooner Convoy, sailed from Detroit 2sth 
November last bound for Buffalo, loaded with 
7000 bu wheat and a quantity of flour and fish, 
and has not been heard of since—supposed to 
have foundered with all on board, 

Schooner Argo, damaged and got into port, 
Lake Erie, 

Brig Banner, slipped chains and anchors, in 
Buflalo Bay, 

Propeller’ Sciota, 
Toledo, 

Brig S F Galo , damaged and lost cargo in 
gale on Lake Erie, 
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8 27,000 
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4,000 
There are a number of vessels, with their 
cargoes on board, frozen up in the Lakes 
outside, caught by the sudden closing of the 


season, that will be more or less damaged. 
The amount cannot be ascertained until the 


damaged in ice near 












RECAPITULATION. 
Losses by Steamers, .. $463,400 
vara Propellers, 680,100 
Total loss by Steam vessels in 1854, ~$1, 143,500 
Total loss by Sail in 1854, was. 7"1044,325 
$2,187,825 
10,000 
310,750 















November, 
December, 


Jettison,. 

Collision, 
« «Fire. 
«“  « Lightning, 


Number of lives lost... 
The total number of disasters in 
“« “ « 


Amount of loss by 
eae tia 





1853, was. 
1854, was. 


Of the three hundred and eighty-four 
disasters above detailed, one occurred in 
January, forty-six in April, twenty-five in 
May, eleven in June, fourteen in July, 
twenty-one in August, fifty-eight in Sep- 


00 | tember, sixty-one in October, eighty-three 


in November, and sixty-four in December, 
Total, 384. Hight steamers, six propellers, 
three barques, eight brigs and thirty schoon- 
ers, have, according to the above list, gone 
out of existence during the past year. 

This statement, long as it is, and showing 
a very large number of disasters, does not 
include all the casualties that have occurred 
on the Lakes during the past year. Those 
of minor importance, where the loss was 
under one hundred dollars, have been omit- 
ted, and it is more than probable that there 
may be some large losses which have been 
overlooked; and from the fact that the esti- 
mates as given above are in the main very 
low, we are inclined to believe that the 
aggregate loss of property on the Lakes, 
| for 1854, exceeds two and a quarter mil- 
| ons of dollars. 











A Summary Statement of the amount of Losses sustained by vessel owners during the past season, by 


reason of the unnavigable condition of tho St, Clair Flats, 
‘The number of Steamers engaged in the carrying trade of the Upper Lakes, and pass- 


ing the St. Clair Flats, is eight, having total tonnage of 


Number of Propellers, forty-four, of... 
‘These vessels have pnid for literage, damages 





84 Brigs. 
198 Schooners. 


‘These vessels, have paid out during the season of 1854, for towing and literage. 


‘Time detained [5,566 days 
Damage for repairs by collision, Xe. 
"Total sail damage_ 
Total steam.._- 


by collision, 
There are also of sail vessels, engaged in same trade—32 Barques of. 





6.880 
21.769. 28.649 
aground on the Fiat, the sum of 208,000 dollars. 











&e., while 









$2,314 


a 452.126 56 
208.000 00 


$660,126 56 
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Summary of Marine Disasters and Loss of Property on the Lakes for the passed seven years. 





1848. | 1849, | 1850, | 1851, | 1852, 1853, | 1854, 





Manner of Loss, 7 i 
x0.|$ Loss.|xo.|$ Loss. |NO.|$ Loss.|1o.|3 Loss. xo. [Szoss. x0./8 L088.'x0, 





3 Loss. 









Wrecked and Sunk. 


1) 25,000) 98,000) 2) 27,1 000) 3.125,000) 5 260m 4 
Stranded. 
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Steamboats. 





| 
15/101,000) 20) 72,900 31/265,700) 32)215,500, 37 852,050 43)419,350| 41)463,400 








2} 55,000| 4) 85,000] 1) 42,000) 5; 
323800) 6} 82,800) 5) 6,900] 7) 28,900) .. 
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[4 4 113,000 000! 23/133,200) 361274,050| 24 101,500) 621680,100 
2 22,000] 2) 19,500) _3| 56,000 
.{& -| 5} 45500 
§ |p 5) 4600) i 
Jettison 
Collisio: 
a | 
| 26,350] 12) 28,600 
Wrecked and Sunk. | 51,800] 2! 43,0001 6 
Stranded 14] 143850) 7 18, 25,600] 10} 15,300 
. | Fire... pi Ne , 
Damaged 750] “5 
Jettison . Bs bare ~ F, 
5 | Collision 3| 35,800] “5; 7 K 
at be | 
a 49 64,000] 18} 24,000] 27| 68,900) 69 185,900, 98 101,200) 81| 85,900) 66 184,125 
‘Wrecked and Sunk. 19|104,800| 9] 46,900) 15] 73,600! 20] $9,000, 21 109,800) 22)111,700) 41 /982,626 
Stranded 


| 24,790) 60) 73, 500130 216,450 





701,000 

















Wofalscaccoverseeseche 90|185,480| 49/128,750) 96|191,740|150 
| 1,700 “6,000 
8 1| 1,600) Weeeas 
3 | Kire... Pee ee nase 
E J Damaged i] ~"990) 3,300 
Jettison . 500 
3 Collision | 500 
Total, 4,100|_ 2! 1,700 1,000} 6) 3,200) 4) 10,800 
Summary of Disasters from 1848 to 1854, inclusive, 
1848, | 1849, | 1850. 1851, | 1852. | 1853, | 1854, 
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NO,|$ Loss, ‘xo, $1088. xo./Sx0ss, LOSS. No.|$ LOSS. No. 2 Loss. 
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5{ 26,350 12 28,600) ui 











3 


4,100 2) 1,700 5 1,000 6) 3,200) 4| 725) ‘| 





*| 26/00) = 





215,500, 37) {359,650 43/419,350| 41/ 463,400 
23) 183,200) 36/274,050| 24/101, +500) 62| 680,100 


148,400 

3s) 101, 100} 31) 85, 3800) 55) 184,126 

150) pre 715) 120) 236,190) 150) 217; oa ne 
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Wotalyea ee cntecassvin 2s |136!404,830 98 366,250 170'544,440|2641730.5: 


40! a4 874,350/384)2,187,825 





Aggregate of Steam and Sail Disasters, from 1848 to 1654, 





1848./1849./1850./1851. | 1852./1858.) 1854. 





$ Loss. | $Loss. | $1oss. | Sxoss. | $oss. | $ ross. | $ Loss. 





Steam. 140,000} 185,900} 281,700) 348,700) 626,650] 520,501, 
Sail. 264,830 155,350} 262/740} 881,815, 364,365 333,500 





SP 


143,500 
044,325 








Total 





404,830! 341,250] 544,440! 730.5151 991,015] _854,350|2,187,925 
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American Tonnage on the Western Lakes in 1848, 




















Steamboats, 983. Brigs, 93. Tons 21,330 
Propellers, 45. Schooners 523. Tons 70,301 
Barques, 5. — —— 
= . Total....616. --91,631 
Total.... 183... 
American Tonnage on the Western Lakes, June 30th, 1853, 
STEAM) SAIL. 
Custom House Districts. 7038. | ‘TONS. Cusrom Hovsr Disrricts. 
| 1,120] 25,8 ra. 








age 

'286| -9,723'Genesee. 
455] 1,699|Oswego 
18,962) 24,700) Oswogatehic 
7) 1;522] “8,008\Sacket’s Harbor 















= "168! 6; 861} 
7]13,942| 29,549 Below the Falls of Niagar: | 9,216] 33,093 
4) 5720) 2 201 Above the Falls. .|77,120]133,061 

7|353 945) 29; 239} 


TOA, J ccennononaneeess wnscecccesnens 136,336) 166,154 





on “_..--(77,1201133,061! 


This page blank in original. 


Posted in September, 2021 
Brian D. Szafranski -- Elma NY USA 


Please do not reprint for commercial profit. 











THE DEMOCRACY, 


PUBLISHED BY THE 


Democtacy Printing Assocation 


OFFICE, 82 MAIN STREET. 


THE DAILY DEMOCRACY.—Six Dollars to Mail Subscribers, payable in advance. Delivered in the 
city by A. Cavrrmep, at $6,50 per annum, payable quarterly in advauce, orat 54 cents per month. 

THE WEEKLY DEMOCRACY —Published every Saturday, for country elrevlationy at one doilar and 
8 balf per annum, invariably in advance. Five copies to one address, $5. 


RATES OF ADVERTISING. 


Twelve Lines or less make a square. For one square, one insertion, 75 cents, For each subsequent 
insertion, up to one week, 25 cents. 


1 Square, 2 weeks, 
anaes igen 


se es eee [5001 “ 9 & 
1“ g « “ wy « 
Yenrly advertising, $40 per annum—the space occupied not to exceed 2 squares at any one time. One 
square, changeable quarterly, if desired, $20. ‘Two squares, $35. Each additional square, $10, All tran- 
sient advertisernents to be paid for in advance. 


-$3,00 1 Square, 3 months, 
=400) Ty 65 it 





THE DEMOCRACY 


Book and Job Printing Establishment, 


Wo. 32 MAIN STREET. 


This establishment is now prepared to execute all kinds of Book and Job Printing in superior style, 
and with promptness. Having material and facilities equal to any office west of New York city, they 
are enabled to execute all kinds of Printing in the yery best manner, atreasonable prices, and would re~ 
spectfully solicit the orders of their friends and the community in general. 





Rail Road Work, Posters, Receipts, Catalogues, 
Steamboat Work, Labels, Ball Tickets, Law Cases, 
Business Cards, Drafts, Bills of Lading, Law Blanks, 
Circulars, Checks, Trip Sheets, Insurance Blanks, 
Bill Heads, Notes, Pamphlets, Cart Receipts, &c, 


In fact, everything in the shape of Printing done to order. Orders received for Binding, Lithographing, 
Copper Plate Printing, &e., &c., and warranted to suit. Blank Books ruled to avy pattern, and bound in 
the very heat style. 


THE DEMOCRACY PRINTING ASSOCIATION, 


Js formed under the General Manufacturing Law of the State of New York, for the purpose of printing 
and publishing a Daily and Weekly Newspaper, to be called Tar Denocract, and of doing a general Job 
and Book Printing Business. ‘The Trustees are Samuel Wilkeson, Edward B. Murray, John J. Hender- 
Son, and Sam Slawson. ‘The foree employed in the Editorial Department of the Association, and the 
management of the Printing and Business, will be as follows : 


SAMUEL WILKESON,. Editor. : : 
GEORGE W. HASKINS, Associate Editor. 2 jy QURRAN:- { supits Job Dep't. 
INO. J. HENDERSON,.-Com’l Editor. | SAM SLAWSON,. § 











